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Church service 
to honor military
The Crittenden

County Ministerial
Association is ask-
ing anyone who
has relatives cur-
rently serving in
the military to send
a picture of those
soldiers, sailors or
airmen to Life in
Christ Church for a
special patriotic
service being held
later this month.
The public service honoring

active military with Crittenden
County ties will be June 27 at
Rocket Arena.
Pictures can be mailed to the

church at P.O. Box 296, Marion,
Ky. 42064 or e-mailed to
lic@kynet.biz. Photos will be
returned after the service.

Don’t forget dad 
this weekend
Celebrated around the world,

the American incarnation of
Fatherʼs Day began in 1908 in
West Virginia, but can be traced
back to 1839. Though President
Calvin Coolidge first recom-
mended the day be celebrated
on the calendar in 1924, it was
another 42 years before
President Lyndon Johnson
made a national holiday to be
celebrated on the third Sunday
in June. However, it was not offi-
cially recognized until 1972
under President Richard Nixon.
Happy Fathers Day, this

Sunday, to all dads.

Summer official 
next Thursday
The daylight hours will start

getting shorter next week when
the summer solstice arrives at
1:06 p.m., next Thursday.
But, just because the days will

be getting shorter, donʼt put
away the lemonade just yet.
There will be at least two more
months of sweltering, humid
days as autumn draw nearer.

HogRock Rally 
rolls into town
The annual HogRock River

Rally in Cave in Rock, Ill., will
begin today (Thursday), when
gates open at 8 a.m. Entry for
the four-day weekend event is
$30 per person. For more infor-
mation, visit www.hogrock.com.

Local meetings
UPCOMING
•  Marion City Council will meet

6 p.m., June 18 in council
Chambers.
•  Crittenden Fiscal Court will

meet 9 a.m., June 19 at the
courthouse. The agenda
includes the second reading of
the Fiscal Year 2007-08 budget.
•  Livingston Fiscal Court will

meet 5:30 p.m., June 21 at the
courthouse.
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Taking the plunge: Youth Bible camps start

PHOTO BY DARYL K. TABOR
Samantha Tabor eases down a water slide at Unity General Baptist Church vacation Bible school as her counterpart, Jayden
Willis, soars down the slide in a race to the bottom. The Crayne church is one of many hosting Bible schools this summer.

Summer fun tied to religion
STAFF REPORT

Summer is officially only a week
away, but fun has already begun
around the county at a variety of
Christian-oriented camps and church-
es.

The 119th Hurricane Camp Meeting
is under way this week at Tolu, bring-
ing about 35 young campers together
for a week of fun from sunup to sun-
down, including nightly meals at 5:30
and evangelism at 7, both of which are
open to the public. In fact, on Sunday,
a special Father's Day meal of fried
chicken will be served to anyone want-
ing to visit the camp.

Already, several churches have
hosted or are currently hosting vaca-
tion Bible schools. The longtime tradi-
tion gives children of all ages an
opportunity to fellowship and enjoy
summer fun under Bible-based teach-
ing and leadership.

Last Friday at Unity General
Baptist Church in Crayne, children
from 22 months to 16 years enjoyed a
water slide purchased by the church
to cap a week of Bible school teach-

ings. Bible school director Jennifer
Gibson said about 35 attended the
church's annual weeklong school.

Gibson, who grew up in the church,
was working alongside her mom and
dad, Orville and Sheila Truitt, to
ensure the youth were having a good
time with water fun on a hot summer
day. Gibson had two children of her
own at Bible school, which, in fact,
carried the water-theme of "Take the
Plunge".

"The purpose is to have fun while
learning about Jesus," Gibson said.

Pastor Buddy Hix said the kids were
doing just that.

"We've been blessed this week," he
said. "They have been so good."

Before Friday evening's commence-
ment, Hix said at least three children
had come forward to accept Jesus as
their savior.

The fun goes on for weeks, as there
are several more Bible schools sched-
uled at area churches in the near
future. (See our Religion page on 6A
for a listing.)

And, if you don't have a home

church or feel
comfortable with
denominat ional
teachings, a hid-
den treasure lies
just to the west of
Marion at Western
Kentucky Youth
Camp.

The sprawling
grounds host
seven non-denom-
ination camps for
youth of all ages

this summer. In fact, it has hosted
camps for about four decades. 

"It's a Bible-based camp with Bible
lessons twice a day," said full-time
caretaker Lori Howton.

Howton said the camp, funded by
Churches of Christ, plays host to
youth from all over, with many coming
from surrounding areas in western
Kentucky.
"We have a lot coming from different
states," she said, preparing for the first

New board, more
changes come to
local institution
STAFF REPORT

The winds of change are
starting to whip up just a lit-
tle on the corner of Main and
Carlisle streets in downtown
Marion.

New principal owners of
The Peoples Bank say that
Crittenden Countians can
expect some noticeable mod-
ifications in the everyday

business at one of
Marion's three banks.
Terry Bunnell, new
president of the bank,
said customers will
see the same familiar
faces at the cashier
windows and in loan
departments, but
some of the services
and products will be
different.

The bank's mantra is to
embrace the past, but move
forward into new innovative
markets and offer more ser-

vices and accessibility,
said Bunnell, a
Glasgow, Ky., native
who will maintain res-
idences there and here
while serving as the
CEO and chairman of
the bank's retooled
board of directors.

Some things folks
can expect in the near

future are Internet banking,
new operating hours that will
include staying open until 3
p.m., on Wednesday after-
noons, secondary market

mortgage loans, a home equi-
ty line of credit, free personal
checking and a drive-up
ATM.

The bank has redesigned
its logo, too.

While that might seem like
a whole lot of revising,
Bunnell said it's really not.

"You won't see most of the
changes," he said. "Staffing
will stay the same and the
name will stay the same, but
we are offering some new
products and services."

Although the frontline

troops will not change,
behind the scenes there will
be plenty of new faces. The
board of directors will retain
only one from the previous
board. Jerrell James of
Marion will remain on the
board. Otherwise there has
been a complete facelift. Of
the other new members,
Donnie Phillips, manager of
the local Kenergy office, is
the only local person. Others
are Bill Morgan, a retired

STAFF REPORT
Two career military men from

Crittenden County will be receiving
command of posts this month, both
recently having returned from tours in
Iraq.

Lt. Col. William L. "Billy" McDaniel
will assume command of the Kentucky
Army National Guard training facility
in Greenville, Ky., this weekend; and
one week later, Lt. Col. John. R.
Watson will take over leadership of a
historic artillery unit at Fort Sill, Okla.

McDaniel, promoted to lieutenant
colonel while serving in Iraq earlier
this year, is a 25-year veteran of the
National Guard. He takes over at the

Wendell H. Ford Regional Training
Center from Lt. Col. Stephen R.
Hogan. The change of command cere-
mony will be 9 a.m., Saturday at the
Greenville center.

The 42-year-old soldier resides in
Marion with his wife and children. He
has been serving at the facility as
training site manager under Hogan,
and will continue in that role in addi-
tion to commanding the day-to-day
operations of entire site.

"The only difference is, I answer to
myself now," McDaniel joked, adding
he still has to answer to Guard brass.

He learned of his promotion to
commander in February while in the

midst of a year-long deployment in the
Middle East. He left from Iraq, May 5
of this year.

In its 38-year histo-
ry, the Ford Training
Center has served as
home to training for all
Kentucky Army
National Guard units,
as well as some regular
units from all branch-
es of the military and
homeland defense. It
has been hailed as the
premier mechanized
infantry and armor maneuver training
area east of the Mississippi River

"We train the Guard, soldiers from
Fort Knox and Fort Campbell and
even the state police," McDaniel
explained.

Aside from his recent stint in Iraq,
McDaniel has been active duty for a
four-month special assignment in

Washington, D.C.
He said the biggest

change in the National
Guard since entering
service in 1982 is its
professionalism and
increased capabilities.

"The National
Guard (today) is by far
the most professional
National Guard there

has been.”
Meantime, Watson, an Army officer

since receiving his commission from
Murray State University 18 years
ago, will be formally receiving com-

Officers stepping into new commands
Two career military locals taking charge
of respective Army posts this month

McDaniel Watson

See POST/page 5A

Area code 
selected
for region
STAFF REPORT

Some new numbers on
your phone keypad will start
getting a workout next year.

The Kentucky Public
Service commission on
Wednesday received notifica-
tion of the new area code
selected for far western
Kentucky. The number 364
was chosen by the North
American Numbering Plan
Administrator, which allocates
numbers to telecommunica-
tions providers.

The new area code will
replace 270 from Henderson
County south to Christian
County and everything west of
that area beginning April 1 of
next year. A six-month transi-
tion period beginning at that
time will not make the new
364 area code mandatory
until Oct. 1, 2008. 

The new area code will uti-
lize three numbers never
before used in western
Kentucky. The area code prior
to the current 270 was 502.

The PSC decided on the
area code change May 31.

See BANK/page 3A

Peoples to offer Wednesday afternoon banking

Bunnell

See CAMP/page 5A

Camps 
galore

West Kentucky
Youth Camp will
be hosting seven
separate Bible-
based camps for
youth of all ages
this summer. For
more, visit
www.wkyc.org.

4-day
school
eyed
STAFF REPORT

Exploration of a four-day
school week was approved by
the Crittenden County Board
of Education Tuesday night.

After hearing from pio-
neers in Web-
ster County,
Super inten-
dent John Belt
recommended
local research
of the idea,
citing as-
sumed cost
savings the
alternative cal-
endar creates. 

Webster County is the first
Kentucky school district to
employ a four-day week, and
officials say it has had
numerous positive effects

See SCHOOL/page 3A

Belt
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This article was written in
the fall of 1936. It is about
one of our Crittenden County
folks, and a member of one of
the pioneer families that set-
tled here and helped make us
what we are today. These
articles give us a glimpse
back into time – a time when
life was very different than
we know it today.  

Just about Crittenden folks
One fine autumn morning,

nearly 60 years ago (about
1876), a young woman, still
in her teens, auburn haired
and fair, gathered together
books, a slate, tablets and
pencils, which were few and
far between in those days,
and, dressed in her daintiest
frock, tripped, light-hearted
and gay, hopeful and ambi-
tious, down a shady country
lane in the southern part of
Crittenden County to open
her first school.

The fine young woman,
who not only knew how to
teach school well, but how to
make friends and get along
well with both patrons and
pupils, closed her first school
year with the praises of the
community still sounding in
her ears.

The next year came and
the next and then another
and on, and this young
woman continued to teach
school, always giving her best
in service to those communi-
ties in which she taught and
teaching always, in addition
to the Three Rs, reading, ‘rit-
ing and 'rithmetic, those
qualities which make of
school children the finest
types of citizens, common
honesty, sobriety, truthful-
ness and an appreciation of
the good and wholesome and
worthwhile things of life.

For 46 successive years,
this girl, grown into mature
womanhood now taught in
Crittenden County schools.
Then she decided to leave the
teaching of Crittenden
County's young Americans to
younger pedagogues and for
a few years she watched the
process of education in this
part of Kentucky from the
sidelines. 

Then she found that the
old urge to teach was too
much for her to resist so she
went back to the work which
she knew and loved best.

Four more years she
taught. Then she came to
realize that she tired too eas-
ily, the days were oh so long,
and that her eyes that only
yesterday, it seemed, were
aglow with the joy and
sparkle of youth, were grow-
ing dim and her vision was
no longer dependable. Then
this woman of high ideals
and noble character removed
the clapper from her little
school bell, closed her school
record book for all time.

Looking back over the
school records of Crittenden
County for more than half a
century, we find this
Crittenden County teacher
taught that first year, nearly
60 years ago at Owen. Later
she taught 13 years at White
Hall, two at Chapel Hill, two
at Brown, two at Fairview
and one or more years at Lily
Dale, Crayne, Lone Star and
possibly at other places.

This woman is now 76.
She always votes. If things
are not run, politically, in the
county, state and nation as
they should be run she has
the satisfaction of knowing
that she did what she could
to remedy them. She exercis-
es her right of suffrage when-
ever the opportunity to vote
presents itself.

Is she worn out?
No!
In the local option election

held in Crittenden County
two weeks ago she had no
way to come to town to regis-
ter her vote against the sale
of intoxicating liquors in her
home county so she walked
into town, a distance of some

four or five miles, and voted.
Her parents were Henry

and Sarah Clement. She
makes her home now with
her sister, Mrs. Susan
Bigham, near Crayne.

A few days ago this
Crittenden County woman
who almost 60 years ago
opened her first school at
Owen in this county became
the first person in Crittenden
County to be awarded an Old
Age Pension.

All of Crittenden County
will join in extending to this
woman felicitations and good
wishes and will unreservedly
give their approval to the
pension authorities of the
county and state who saw fit
to award this benefit to this
most excellent woman.

Her name?
Possibly we did neglect to

mention that it is Miss
Jennie Clement.

-----------------------------
Miss Jennie Clement lived

to be 82. She died at her
home in the Chapel Hill com-
munity Aug. 16, 1939 and
was buried in the Chapel Hill
Cemetery. For the past sever-
al years advanced age had
prevented activities in school
and school affairs around
which her entire life was cen-
tered. 

One of the oldest school
teachers in western
Kentucky, “Miss Jennie” was
known, loved and respected
throughout the county. For
many years she was an
instructor in the public
school system and numbered
among her pupils many of
the successful men of today.

-----------------------------
Remembering the days of

the one-room school. 
In the one-room school-

house days we all walked to
school. There were no big yel-
low buses to ride in those
days, but long walks over
dusty lanes, perhaps over a
few fences and through a few
fields if you knew who owned
the field.

There were things to see
along the way; a groundhog
getting ready for winter; a big
fox squirrel running along

the top rail of a rick-rack
fence. Gold and red leaves
made a magic carpet and
wild grapes hung invitingly
near the path. Goldenrod
starred the roadside, to be
taken to the teacher if the loi-
terer was late. 

The one-room schoolhous-
es were where farmers took
their families on crisp
autumn evenings and bid in
loud voices on fancy pies or
decorated cakes. Heat was
furnished by a big stove and
lighted by kerosene lamps.
And when the hour grew late,
the fire was put out and they
all went home through the
frost-filled night.

On such excursions, little
folks rode in the back of wag-
ons on a bed of loose hay, lis-
tening to the voices of the
night, got acquainted with
the stars and watched the
moon shine down on fields
shorn of harvest.

These schoolhouses are all
gone today. The schoolyards
are just part of cornfields,

lespedeza pastures or some-
one's manicured lawn. They
are now unnoticed by the bus
driver as he stops beside a
mailbox to discharge another
student and heads over the
next ridge to another bend.

Hopefully our love of histo-
ry will keep these people and
the memory of these one-

room school house days alive
for years to come.

-----------------------------
I would like to thank Floyd

“Rip” Wheeler for sharing his
picture of the Old Hickey
Distillery with us from last
week's tavern article. 

Brenda
UNDERDOWN

Forgotten Passages

Area
History &
Genealogy

Get your lunch pail and let’s go to a 1-room school

FORGOTTEN
PASSAGES
BY BRENDA UNDERDOWN

Crittenden County
History & Genealogy
Volume 1 - Hardback

Call to order (270) 965-2082
email: bunderdown@apex.net

Or send $30.00 to
Brenda Underdown
139 Oak Hill Drive
Marion, KY 42064

THIS WEEK IN

HISTORY
From The Crittenden Press ArchivesFrom The Crittenden Press Archives

Local news articles from this week 50 years ago:
•Miss Olive Stewart, newly elected president of the Marion Business and
Professional Woman's Club, has been active in Kentucky educational and
religious fields. 
•Miss Janet Ann Cook, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. I.W. Cook, Sr., graduated
form Berea college on June 2. Miss Cook majored in Physical Education and
business education and received a bachelor’s degree.
•Marion's entry in the Three Rivers Pony League has an unblemished 2-0
record after the first week of play.
•The Kentucky Theater was playing "The True Story of Jesse James," star-
ring Robert Wagner, Jeffrey Hunter and Agnes Moorehead. Also showing
was "Man in the Vault" with William Campbell, Caren Sharpe and Anita
Ekberg.

Local news articles from this week 25 years ago:
•Carolyn Wosoba, a 1960 graduate of Crittenden County High School and
currently superintendent of the Anchorage Independent School System,
addressed members of the 1982 graduating class at commencement exercis-
es. A total of 111 seniors received diplomas.
•Mrs. Donna Hodge Loveless received her associate’s degree in nursing on
May 9 during graduation ceremonies at Paducah Community College. She
will be employed as a registered nurse in the intensive care and cardiac care
unit at Western Baptist Hospital in Paducah.
•Stuart Collins and Susan May were the 1982 valedictorian and salutatorian,
respectively, at Crittenden County High School.
•Four students from Crittenden County have earned recognition on the
Murray State University Dean's List with perfect scholastic standings for the
1982 spring semester. They are Terri Guess, Greg Hollamon, Mark Lathem
and Robert Wheeler.

White Hall School during 1924-25 was located about four miles west of Crayne, on the right, near
the intersection of Reiter Road and Mexico Road. Pictured are (front from left) Ralph Holoman,
Val Kirk, Norman Wheeler, Houston Kirk, Wendell Tabor, teacher Miss Jenny Clement, Lucille
Belmer, Thelma Boyd, Birdie McCree, Kathy McCree, (second row) Lowell Kirk, Lonnie Belmer,
Theo Childress, James Allen Boyd, (back) Chippie Bigham, Roy Holloman, W.C. Wheeler, Louise
Bigham, May Holloman, ??? York, Elmer Childress Reba Belmer, Idella Belmer and Illa McCree.

The family of Maxie W. Hansen of Salem would like to thank all of the em-
ployees and associates of Crittenden Health System, and Burkhart Rural Health
Clinic, for the care they provided during his long illness.  We would especially
like to thank Stephen Burkhart MD, and Joseph Drawdy ARNP, for many times
going above and beyond the call of duty.

Thank you all not only for the care given during the hospital stay, but spe-
cial thanks for the continued thoughtfulness of your visits to the funeral, and
cards, phone calls, and prayers. We would like to thank everyone who has called,
visited, sent cards, brought food, those kind gestures will not be forgotten.

We would especially like to thank all of the members of Lola Pentecostal
Church for canceling your regular services on May 27th, and allowing us to have
full use of the church for visitation and the funeral.  Thanks to Bro. Tim Fouts
for a fitting message, and to staff of Boyd Funeral Directors for their thought-
fulness throughout the day of the service.  Thank you to those church members
and friends who prepared the wonderful meal at the church after the burial.

Thanks again, Juanita, Ray, and Todd Hansen,
along with wives and grandchildren.

The family of Maxie W.Hansen of Salem would like to thank all of the
employees and associates of Crittenden Health Systems, and
Burkhart Rural Health Clinic, for the care they provided during his
long illness. We would especially like to thank Stephen Burkhart MD,
and Joseph Drawdy ARNP, for many times going above and beyond
the call of duty. Thank you all, not only for the care given during the
hospital stay, but a special thanks for the continued thoughtfulness
of your visits to the funeral, cards, phone calls, and prayers. We
would like to thank everyone who has called, visited, sent cards and
brought food. Those kind gestures will not be forgotten.
We would especially like to thank all of the members of Lola
Pentecostal Church for cancelling your regular services on May 27th
and allowing us to have full use of the church for visitation and the
funeral. Thank you to Bro. Tim Fouts for a fitting message, and to
Boyd Funeral Directors for their thoughtfulness throughout the day
of the service. Thank you to those church members and friends who
prepared the wonderful meal at the church after the burial.

Thanks again, Juanita, Ray and Todd Hansen
along with wives and grandchildren.

25% OFF
PLANT SALE!

Mystic Waters & Gardens
NOW THRU JUNE 22

25% Off All Plants In The Greenhouse!
Annuals, Perennials & Hanging Baskets!

Hours: Wed. - Sat. 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

MMMM YYYY SSSS TTTT IIII CCCC     WWWW AAAA TTTT EEEE RRRR SSSS     &&&&     GGGG AAAA RRRR DDDD EEEE NNNN SSSS
4002 US 60 East, Marion, KY 42064

270-704-1027

1628 US Hwy. 60E, Marion, KY • 270-965-2090
Hours: Wed./Thur. 4 p.m. - 9 p.m. • Fri. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. & 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 4 p.m. - 9 p.m. • Sun. 12 p.m. - 2 p.m. & 4 p.m. - 9  p.m.

FATHER’S DAY BUFFET
Sunday, 12:00 - 2:00 P.M.

CP

RIBS • SMOKED HAM • BBQ
LASAGNA • PIZZA • AND MORE

Wife charged;
husband sought

Police have arrested
Shawna Beth Sigler, 37, for-
merly of Dick Jones Road in
rural Crittenden County, on
warrants charging her with
two counts of first-degree
wanton endangerment and
three counts of first-degree
possession of a controlled
substance by complicity.

Sigler and her husband,
David Allen Sigler, 57, were
indicted last week by a
Crittenden Grand Jury.

David Allen Sigler was
indicted on the same charges
as his wife, plus second-
offense possession of drug
paraphernalia by complicity.
He remains at large.

The case goes back to
2004 when the Siglers
allegedly left at home alone
their teenage daughters who
had access to drugs.

The couple had been living
out of state since the original
warrants were issued.
Shawna Beth Sigler was
picked up in Michigan
recently and brought back to
Kentucky by state police.



THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, June 14, 2007 5B

S P O R T S

SWIMMING

MARION COUNTRY CLUB

GOLF DINING JUST PLAIN FUN!

Join the fun for what a soda pop and
candy bar would cost you daily.

To inquire about membership or to request an application for membership,
call Debra Bostick, Treasurer, at 965-2456

OUTDOORS
Squirrel days end
The statewide spring squirrel

hunting season closes Friday. At
LBL, the season runs through
Saturday. The limit is six squirrels
per day.

Don’t pick up deer
The Kentucky Department of

Fish and Wildlife Resources is
warning residents to avoid dis-
turbing baby deer over the com-
ing days and weeks. Fawns are
being born at this time and often
appear to be left unattended.
However, the mother is almost
always nearby. It is illegal to
process a deer in captivity without
a permit and under strict guide-
lines. Game warden Randy
Conway says baby deer should
be left alone in the wild in their
natural habitat.

SWIMMING
Pool open to public

The Marion Country Club pool
is open to the public each
Tuesday and Thursday from 10
a.m., until 4 p.m. Admission is $5.
Children under 10 years old must
be accompanied by a guardian
who is at least 15 years old.
Swimmers must check in at the
pro shop to get a bracelet.

GOLF
Buck & Doe event
Marion Country Club is now reg-

istering couples for its annual
Buck and Doe Golf Tournament,
which will be June 23-24 at the
club’s course. Cost is $140 per
couple. Sign-up forms are at the
pro shop or call 965-3464.

4-Person, 18-holes
The annual Quarterback Club

Golf 4-Person Tournament will be
held Wednesday, July 18 at
Marion Country Club. Tee time
will be noon. Cost is $40 per
player. All proceeds benefit the
high school football team. To reg-
ister, call Ronnie Myers at 965-
3104 or coach Al Starnes at 965-
3525.

Travis earns honor
Crittenden County’s Justin

Travis, a sophomore on the
Kentucky Wesleyan College golf
team, has been named for a sec-
ond straight year to the Great
Lakes Valley Conference All-
Academic Team. Kentucky
Wesleyan had 62 athletes named
to the all-academic team.

SOCCER
Booster club meets

There will be a Crittenden
County Goalie Club meeting at 5
p.m., Wednesday, June 13 at the
City-County Park pavilion near
the restrooms.

Summer soccer camp
Challenger Sports will again this

summer offer a week-long soccer
camp led by British soccer play-
ers. The camp will be for all ages
July 23-27. Call Kory Wheeler to
register at 704-0279 or go online
to www.challengersports.com.

FOOTBALL
Hall nominations sought

The Marion-Crittenden County
Football Hall of Fame selection
committee will meet at noon
Friday at Marion Cafe.
Nominations for induction into the
hall of fame are now being
sought. To nominate someone for
recognition, email thepress@the-
press.com or contact any selection
committee member. The selection
committee includes Gordon
Guess, Tink Hicklin, Ronnie
Myers, Donnie Phillips, Bob
Swisher and Nicky Winders.

ROCKET YOUTH
FOOTBALL CAMP

JULY 10-13 
8:30 - 11:30 a.m.

- Cost $25 -

Rocket Stadium
Registration forms available

at The Crittenden Press,
Myers Auto Parts

Track & Field MVPsTrack & Field MVPs
Crittenden County High School’s track and field team held its annual post-season awards picnic last week.
Receiving top honors were (from left) Erica Church, Senior Award; Brandon Jackson, Boys MVP; Anna
Jimenez, Girls MVP; and Katie Graves, Senior Award. Other lettermen were J.R. Adams, Shane Armstrong,
Aaron Berry, Chris Copeland, Breanna Cozart, Logan Johnson, Leah Keene, Nancy Maclin, Kaitlyn Moss,
Logan Owen, Steven Parker, Chris Sitar, Ezekiel Sorina and Woody Stone.

Lady
Rockets
Jessica
Gatten
(above) and
Sammie Jo
Quisenberry
(right) were
selected to
the All-Fifth
District
Girls’
Softball
Team. The
two led
CCHS to a
6-15 record
this season.

ALL-DISTRICT

Pictured are (front) Braxton Winders, (second row) Sawyer Towery, Hunter Boone,
Matthew Dunham, Matthew Spannuth, Grant Benningfield, Ethan Dossett, (back)
coach Blair Winders, CCHS player Jesse Highfil and coach Kullen Crider.

Pictured are (front from left) Cole Foster, Jaric Crider, Trey DeBoe, Nathan
Burnett, Jacob Graham, (middle) Ryan Dunham, Adam Driver, Colby
Watson, Travis Fitzgerald, Justin Morris, (back) CCHS player Cody
Dunham, coach Blair Winders and coach Kullen Crider.

Rocket Youth Basketball Camp was held last week with about 30 kids participat-
ing. Campers learned skills and fundamentals from Crittenden County High
School coaches and players. Pictured are (front from left) Devin Belt, Travis
Gilbert, Jacob Hunt, Micah Hollamon, Trevor Faith, Hayden McConnell, Jett Crider,
(second row) Jacon Crider, Thomas Scott, Daniel Patton, Brenden Phillips, (back)
coaches and CCHS players Cody Holzer, Cody Dunham, Rob Towery, Brandon
DeBoe and Gaige Courtney.

BY CHRIS HARDESTY
PRESS SPORTS WRITER

Four local baseball play-
ers coming off of this year's
20-13 high school season
have made various American
Legion and all-star teams
where they will continue
honing their skills this sum-
mer.

Jacob McMican, who bat-
ted .420 this past season
with eight home runs and 33
RBI, has made the American
Legion Post 68 senior team
at Eddyville for the second
straight year.

McMican is currently the
starting catcher for the
senior Legion team.

With the team off to a 2-0
start, the senior has simply

carried his hot streak over
into summer ball. He is bat-
ting .500 with two doubles
and a single in wins over
Metropolis, Ill.

A lack of depth is a seri-
ous problem for the club as
the team currently has just
11 players on the roster.

McMican, who went 5-4
on the mound with two
saves for Crittenden this
spring, did make a relief
appearance in the nightcap
of a 15-12 slugfest victory
over Metropolis last week.

However, he is currently
the only catcher on the ros-
ter and is unsure of how
much mound work he will
see this summer.

Eddyville will play teams

like Madisonville, Paducah,
Bowling Green and Fulton
four times apiece during the
summer season, plus others
from around the area.

“It is really a tough sched-
ule for a young ballclub,”
said McMican, who had a
streak of reaching base safe-
ly in 12 consecutive plate
appearances for Crittenden
last season.

Sophomore Alex Wood is
the youngest player on an
18-and under all-star team
called the Southern Illinois
Bullets, which is based out
of Marion, Ill.

Wood, who completed the
Rocket season with an
impressive 7-2 record and
3.20 ERA, tried out for the
team on the advice of
Reidland native Kent
Wallace. Wallace, who was a
high school teammate of for-
mer Rocket assistant coach
Jamie Brown, also pitched
in the New York Yankee farm
system for a few seasons.

The team, which com-
petes in several tourna-

ments in the 50-game
schedule, is already off to a
4-0 mark with wins over
Illini Mudogs, Kentucky
Bearcats, SEMO Cherokees
and an all-star team from
Missouri.

Wood worked an inning of
relief last Sunday, fanning
two while not surrendering a
hit. 

“Its a big honor being on
the 18-and-under team,” he
said.

He hit three home runs
for Crittenden last spring,
but said a designated hitter
would probably bat for him
this summer.  

Wood is already pretty
certain that he will choose to
play for the Bullets through-
out his high school days.

The team splits playing
its home games between
John A. Logan College in
Carterville, Ill., and SIU in
Carbondale, Ill.

Although the season has
only just begun, the sopho-
more has already started to
enjoy his new surroundings

for the summer.
“Just meeting all the new

guys and playing with this
level of talent has been my
favorite thing thus far,” he
said.

Rocket juniors Cody
McDonald and Alex Porter
have each made the Post 31
Junior Legion squad at
Paducah.

While manning center
field for the Rockets last
spring, Porter proved to be
the team’s best outfielder,
making several great catch-
es during the 20-win season.
He hopes to win a starting
role in center field at
Paducah this summer.

McDonald, who played
third base for Crittenden, hit
.377 and proved to be one of
the Rockets’ best relievers as
the season progressed. He
recorded five saves.

He should see an abun-
dance of playing time for
Paducah throughout the
season.

Local players earn spots on rosters
McMican, Wood, Porter,
McDonald on diamonds
for summer-league teams

SUMMER YOUTH BASKETBALL CAMPERS
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