
Thankful
for Life
Accident victim says
seeing her son again
is greatest blessing
BY MICHAEL McCLENDON
PRESS STAFF WRITER

There is an added air of thanks this
Thanksgiving for the family of Mary Ann Ford who
has miraculously recovered from a near fatal auto-
mobile accident.

On March 8 of this year, Ford, a mother of a
two-year-old child, was involved in a terrible sin-
gle-car wreck on U.S. 641 just inside the
Crittenden County line. Her vehicle went off the
roadway, smashed into a pole and overturned. She
was ejected from the automobile and suffered
severe head injuries. Ford was rushed to the hos-
pital where doctors believed she would not survive
the trauma.

Despite that initial prognosis, Ford is well on
her way toward a full recovery. Through intensive
therapy, excellent medical care and God’s mighty
hand, her father Garry Gerard says Mary Ann is
living testament to prayer.

“I did a whole lot of praying,” he said.
Although still suffering minor speech and short

term memory problems, Ford is improving daily.
She now has a new perspective on life.
“She wakes up with a smile on her face and it

doesn’t go away until she goes to bed,” said her
father. “She’s a totally different person.”

One of her greatest blessings, Ford says, is
being able hold her two-year-old son.

She is proud of her boy and says it’s a great joy
just to be able to hold, touch and look at him.

The child is now staying with his father, but
Ford spends most weekends with him. They will
also spend Thanksgiving together. 

During the accident, she suffered head injuries
and also broke her collar bone and femur. She was
in a Class 3 coma, the deepest and most life-
threatening form of unconsciousness.

Ford was sent to Vanderbilt Medical Center and
finished her major recovery at Oak View Nursing
Home. However, the greatest joy came this past

Wednesday when she was able to come back to her
Bellville Street home to be with her son and the
rest of her family for the holidays.

“She’s a joy,” says Gerard.
Gerard is thankful for everyone who has been

supportive. He especially thanks her mother, Janet
McGowan, who was the biggest help to Ford and
the rest of the family during this tragedy and peri-
od of recovery.
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Rain gauge
Last 7 days ..............................1.84”
Last 30 days ............................6.35”
Year-to-date .............................60.07”  (+16.74”)

UK Ag Weather Service, Observations at Paducah as of Tuesday
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The Press now
accepts credit cards 

965-4300: ANO965-4300: ANOTHER WTHER WAAYY
Call for counseling for drug addiction,
depression or other problems.
Counselors available at all times.

FLU SHOFLU SHOTTSS
Health Depts. will
take ‘walk-ins’ for
adult vaccinations

Adults age 19-up may get a
flu shot at the Crittenden
County Health Department on
North Walker Street Thursday,
Nov. 30 from 8:30 a.m., to
4:30 p.m. Flu shots will be
available at the Smithland
Health Department from 1-
4:30 p.m., Monday and from
8:30 a.m., to 4:30 p.m.,
Tuesday. Appointments are
necessary for children age six
months to 18 years and
require a doctor’s order.

Holiday closings
The Crittenden County

Courthouse is closed
Thursday and Friday in obser-
vance of Thanksgiving. Some
courthouse offices will also be
closed on Saturday. The
Crittenden Press will be
closed Thursday and Friday,
also.

Friday is deadline 
for parade entries

Don’t forget to have your
entry forms for Marion’s
Christmas parade in by Friday
at Terry Ford’s insurance
agency. The parade is at 4
p.m., Dec. 2.

Parent workshop
planned at CCES

Information for parents and
activities for children of all
ages will be combined for the
first Parent Academy Dec. 4
at Crittenden County
Elementary School. The dis-
trict-wide event will feature
short informational sessions
on a number of topics for par-
ents, including nutrition, infor-
mation for second time par-
ents (grandparents raising
grandchildren), Study Island,
Homework Help, etc. Children
can attend Santa's Merry
Singers, Santa's Crafty
Readers, Santa's Classic
Cookies and Santa's Read-A-
Long. Watch for more detailed
information in next week's
Press.

Hoops firing up
The local high school bas-

ketball teams start their sea-
sons next week. See
Crittenden County previews in
this week’s special section.

LLOCAL MEETINGSOCAL MEETINGS
MONDAY NIGHT
Crittenden-Livingston Water District
will meet at 7 p.m., at its Salem
office.
TUESDAY NIGHT
Unite 2 Read is Tuesday night at 6
p.m., at the public library.

Officers raid
Eagles club
STAFF REPORT

Authorities busted the Fraternal Order of
Eagles last Thursday for selling alcohol in a dry
county.

The arrest was prompted when a Marion
policeman stopped a man suspected of DUI
and the man told the officer he had been drink-
ing at the Eagles club on Old Piney Road and
had purchased alcohol there.

Based on that statement, members of the
Kentucky State Police, Marion Police
Department, Crittenden County Sheriff’s
Department and Pennyrile Area Narcotics Task
Force went to the Eagles club building at 10:45
p.m., and executed a search warrant.

Officers confiscated 2,257 cans of beer and
17 bottles of wine and liquor and charged the
alleged bartender, Ocotlan K. Cole, 50, with first
offense illegal sale of alcohol in a dry territory, a
Class B misdemeanor, and first offense unli-
censed sale of alcohol, also a Class B misde-
meanor. Cole was cited to court and not taken
to jail.

Restaurant cook charged
with selling marijuana
STAFF REPORT

Video surveillance by the Marion Police Department
and Pennyrile Area Narcotics Task Force (PNTF)
helped stop a drive-through marijuana business being
operated outside the back of a downtown business.

Police arrested Jimmy Newland, 30, of Oak Street
Friday and charged him with trafficking in marijuana
less than eight ounces.

Marion Assistant Police Chief Ray O’Neal and
Robbie Kirk of the narcotics task force had set up a
camera to watch the alley behind The Coffee Shop,
where Newland was employed as a cook. O’Neal said a
tip initiated the investigation. Kirk set up PNTF video
equipment inside the old police department which is
directly across from the back door leading into the
downtown restaurant.

Officers had gone in to change the videotape in the
camera Friday when they witnessed first hand a mar-

ijuana sale, O’Neal said.
“We don’t know what we had on the other tapes

prior to that,” O’Neal explained. “We have not reviewed
all of the video, but we know this one was on tape.
When we saw the buy go down, we made the arrest on
the spot.”

After allegedly seeing the pot and money change
hands between Newland and an unidentified buyer,
the officers came out of the old police station, which
is now used by the fire department, and identified
themselves to the suspects. Charges are pending
against the man making the buy, O’Neal said.

The transaction included what police said was a
$40 “quarter bag” of marijuana. After Newland was
arrested, he led police to more pot – about two ounces
– hidden in a freezer inside The Coffee Shop.

O’Neal said the owners of the restaurant were not
aware of the illegal activity going on out the back door.
However, the officer said it had apparently been going
on for a long period of time.

O’Neal said buyers would pull through the one-way
alley and Newland would step out back, make the
transaction then go back inside and continue cooking.

The investigation is still ongoing, O’Neal said.

Tip prompts police to establish
video surveillance in city alley

STAFF REPORT
Structure fires on

Saturday caused consider-
able damage to two area
homes – one in Town &
Country subdivision in
Marion and another near
Shady Grove.

A rental home owned by
Jim Brown on Ky. 120 near
the “Providence Y” caught
fire around noon Saturday.

Its occupants, sisters April
and Allison Wood, were not
home when the fire started. 

Dan Wood, the girls’
father, and member of the
Shady Grove Volunteer Fire
Department, believes the fire
started in the area of a gas
heater located at the back of
the residence.

Most of the home’s con-
tents were damaged by

smoke, water or fire, and few
household items can be sal-
vaged.

“Everybody has been real-
ly nice, making donations of
money and clothes, and they
were really fortunate to move
into a neighbor’s vacant
house for the time being,”
Dan Wood said.

Shady Grove firefighters
contained the blaze and were

assisted by the Crittenden
County Volunteer Fire
Department.

In Marion a few hours
later, an electrical malfunc-
tion in a wall outlet caused a
fire at the home of Nancy
Lapp. Marion Fire Chief Red
Howton said there was
sheetrock, smoke and water
damage to Lapp's house on
Guess Drive; however, he

said it could have been
worse.

Lapp returned home to
find smoke coming out of her
front door. She and a neigh-
bor used a fire extinguisher
and a water hose to quickly
stop the fire from spreading
before firemen arrived.

Howton said a humidifier
plugged into the outlet
apparently started the fire.

Fires damage 2 local homes

Mary Ann Ford, severely injured in an automobile accident about eight months ago, is now at home com-
pleting her recovery. She is proud to be back in Marion for the holidays, with her young son and family, after
more than seven months in hospitals and rehabilitation centers. Also pictured is her father Garry Gerard.
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LiteratureLiterature
On Tuesday, the last day of
classes before the holiday break,
librarian Carolyn Traum appropri-
ately reads “A Turkey for
Thanksgiving” to first graders at
Crittenden Elementary. Classes
resume Monday.

Community Christmas
still seeking donations

Community Christmas still need groups and
individuals to sponsor families for the holiday
season.

At this time over 25 families have not been
sponsored, according to local organizers.

Community Christmas helps local families in
need to provide holiday gifts and meals for their
families. Items will be distributed on Dec. 16 so
local residents still have time to participate.

To find out how your church, club or family
can help make Christmas special for a child in
Crittenden County, contact Mona Hodges at 965-
5229 or Nancy Hunt at 965-5236.
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