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“PEOPLE WORKING FOR PEOPLE”

Saturday
December 2, 2006

10:00 AM

ABSOLUTE
LAND AUCTION

1640 FT. OF FRONTAGE ON CUMBERLAND RIVER
ATTENTION:  FARMERS,TIMBER BUYERS,

INVESTORS, CAMPERʼS, & HUNTERS.
GREAT BUILDING SITES ON CUMBERLAND
RIVER. HIGHLY PRODUCTIVE FARMLAND

LIVINGSTON COUNTY FARMLAND, PEACEFUL
SETTINGS OVER LOOKING THE CUMBERLAND
RIVER, HIGH STATE OF CULTIVATION, TAKE A
TOUR OF THIS OUTSTANDING FARM. ABUN-
DENCE OF WILDLIFE- DEER, TURKEY, GEESE
DUCKS...A MUST SEE FARM IN LIVINGSTON CO.

REAL ESTATE TRACTS- Tract 1* 8.37 Acres
Tract 2* 8.37 Acres Tract 3* 8.38 Acres 

Tract 4* 27.56 Acres With 537 Ft. On Cumberland
River Frontage, Tract 5* 27.65 Acres Open Land With
456 Ft. Of Cumberland River Frontage, Tract 6*
27.58 Acres Open Land With 652 Ft. Of Cumberland
River Frontage.

*Livingston County Farm Service Agency
Farm# 395 Corn Base Of 19 Acres, Grain
Sorghum Base 15.4 Acres, Soybean Base

37.2 Acres. Annual DCP Payment of $984.00 
Auction Held At Debʼs Restaurant In Burna (Former

IGA Building On Hwy. 60 East)
REAL ESTATE WILL SELL AT 10:00AM

REGARDLESS OF PRICE
BUY ANY TRACT, COMBINATION,

OR ENTIRE PROPERTY!

BETWEEN :
SMITHLAND, KY & MARION, KY

Farm Location:  LEMAN LANDING ROAD,
BURNA, KENTUCKY 

From Smithland, KY Take 60 East 8.5 Miles To Burna, KY At
Hwy. 1433 Proceed South 3 Miles To Leman Landing Road

Signs Posted!. From Marion, KY Take Hwy. 60 West 16.5
Miles To Hwy. 1433, Proceed South 3 Miles To Leman Landing
Road.  Signs Posted! Auction Held At Debʼs Restaurant In

Burna (Former IGA Building On Hwy. 60 East)

107.91 ACRES
IN 6 TRACTS & COMBINATIONS

Call For Detailed Brochure or Visit: www.harrisauctions.com
REAL ESTATE TERMS:  15% Down Day Of Sale Balance In 30 Days. 

Energy costs
taking a bite
out of budget
BY ALLISON EVANS
PRESS ASST. EDITOR

The Crittenden County School
District is in sound financial shape,
according to Dennis Driver. As  the
certified public accountant who per-
forms the school district's annual
financial audit, Driver said the dis-
trict's financial condition is as good
as other districts he works with in
Kentucky.

"It's operating well," he said.

"There are some procedural things,
but I congratulate you on having
good personnel and a good system."

Driver reported findings from the
June 2006 audit to the board of edu-
cation Nov. 14. His report notes no
weaknesses in the financial report-
ing and operation but did mention
one minor error with regard to four
invoices predating purchase order
dates. He said the error percentage is
tolerable.

A couple of highlights of the 2006
audit findings include the following:

•The district experienced an
$84,000 increase in fuel and utility
costs as energy prices spiked during
the past year.

•Just over $160,000 of the dis-
trict's reserves were used to make up
for a difference between  $10.7 mil-

lion in expenses and $10.5 in rev-
enue in fiscal  year 2006 ending
June 30.

•Substitute teaching expenses
dropped 26 percent in 2006, result-
ing in a savings of $44,000. Part of
that is attributed to an attendance
incentive program offered to teach-
ers.

In other financial business, the
board received information on trans-
portation costs as part of an ongoing
internal review initiated by the board
in September.

Board members are taking a thor-
ough department-by-department
look at finances over the next few
months at the recommendation of
Superintendent John Belt. 

The board was poised to raise
taxes during the summer; however, it

voted to conduct an internal finan-
cial audit before revisiting the issue
in 2007.

The transportation report pre-
pared by school system finance offi-
cer Brent Highfil shows diesel costs
have more than doubled since 2000,
consistently rising each year despite
a reduction in the number of miles
traveled by buses since 1997. 

The transportation budget,
excluding salaries, is $249,444 in
fiscal year 2007 with 28 percent of
that spent at the end of October.

Information provided by trans-
portation manager Sharon Murray
shows an average of 1,470 miles dri-
ven each school day by Crittenden
County buses.

Diesel costDiesel costss
The Crittenden School

District’s expenditures for diesel
fuel during the past 11 years
show a marked increase during
the past few years as energy
prices have skyrocketed.

1996 . . . . . . . . . .$27,880.00
1997 . . . . . . . . . .$30,774.69
1998 . . . . . . . . . .$20,858.59
1999 . . . . . . . . . .$21,991.76
2000 . . . . . . . . . .$33,653.22
2001 . . . . . . . . . .$40,143.05
2002 . . . . . . . . . .$32,018.19
2003 . . . . . . . . . .$38,241.64
2004 . . . . . . . . . .$51,122.02
2005 . . . . . . . . . .$50,676.39
2006 . . . . . . . . . .$87,928.40

School system checking out its finances
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Copperas Springs. She also
worked at Bells Mines,
Mattoon and Marion.

In the early 60s she and
her husband, Torian, moved
to Missouri. She continued to
teach, educating fifth and
sixth graders in reading and
social studies. 

“There is no better profes-
sion,” said Collins.

They returned to Marion in
the late 1970s and worked
with 4-H students.

“My 4-H kids are so
loyal...they still come to see
me,” said Collins.

Tibbs also worked as a
school teacher for a short
time, but her true passion
was accounting and book
keeping.

“I enjoyed book keeping,”
she said. “I like working with
numbers,”

Tibbs’ teaching experience
was not limited to the school
house. She is currently a
Sunday school teacher at
Marion Baptist Church.

“I teach how (the Bible)

applies to our lives,” said
Tibbs.

Tibbs became a Christian
in 1922 at a revival service. 

Tibbs also enjoys teaching
children and usually focuses
her lessons on Jesus.

Anna Collins is also a
member of the church and is
one of Tibbs’ students.

Both women have lived in
Crittenden County for many
years and say it is a wonder-
ful place.

“I like the people, they’re
very friendly,” said Tibbs,
who moved to Marion Dec. 7,
1941, the day the Japanese
military attacked Pearl
Harbor.

The early part of Tibbs’ life
was spent in Murray, where
she was born.

She married her husband
John in 1946. The couple
have a step-son, Mike.

Collins was born in
Crittenden County.

“It’s home and that is
where the heart is,” said
Collins, who has four chil-
dren, eight grandchildren
and 12 great-grandchildren.

Tibbs and Collins say they

are excited about the upcom-
ing parade.

“I hope I’m up to the
honor,” says Collins.

“I think it will be a lot of
fun,” says Tibbs.

TREE
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ly 40 singers amid literally
thousands of lights. 

This year's presentation
includes 10 upbeat holiday
musical selections. The
music spans from traditional
carol favorites to contempo-
rary festive holiday songs.
Live piano accompaniment
for the tree will be provided
by Regina Merrick. Choir
members have been rehears-
ing since October. 

A vast array of volunteers
help to plan, construct, deco-
rate and perform in the tree.
It is truly a community-wide
project, uniting all ages and
backgrounds in a very special
experience of holiday celebra-
tion.

LIGHTS
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to help, the judge said.
Later, once the lift’s diesel

tank was full, it failed to
restart. 

“They had to go find Ray
Mast and have him come
work on the engine while we
were stuck up there,” Brown
said, chuckling about the
incident a few days later.

Eventually, the rig was
repaired and Brown and
Rogers were safely brought
back to earth.

Despite the temporary set-
back in decorating the court-
house lawn, Brown said the
holiday spirit was salvaged
and work resumed on hang-
ing 100,000 lights around
the courthouse.

“This is going to be the
best year yet,” Brown said of
the decorations. 

Under the direction of Ron
Padget, a volunteer whose
wife works at the court-
house, this is the third sea-
son for sprucing up the
square for the holidays.

“I can’t say enough about
Ron Padget,” Brown said.
“The people who enjoy these
lights owe him a great deal of
gratitude. This just wouldn’t
happen without him.”

Brown said others are
donating time and money to
help decorate the court-
house. To date, close to
$2,000 has been collected to
help buy the lights and other
decorations. Donations are
still being accepted.

“We plan to have every-

thing ready for the
Christmas  parade
Saturday,” Brown said. The
parade starts at 4 p.m.

“We think decorating
downtown shows community
pride,” Brown said. “The flag
pole is lit with red, white and
blue LED lights and it’s mag-
nificat looking.

“Ron put green lights on
the pruned tree beside of the
courthouse and it looks like
a cactus and he’s made the
tractor and sled out back
look like the wheels are mov-
ing. It’s going to be quite a
show.”

Seasonal music is being
broadcast from the court-
house. Music is being played
during the daylight hours
only.

Local students (bottom left) examine a
mural painted by Crittenden County
students several years ago which has
just now been displayed publicly.
Crews hung the tiled mural outside
Larry Orr’s CPA office on Main Street.
The 30x8 painting, depicts county life,
including the Amish community,
fluorspar mining and Marion’s gazebo.  
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