
GOP meeting to
discuss election
Crittenden County's Republican

Party Committee will meet next
week to discuss next year's elec-
tion, when all county offices except
circuit court clerk will be up for
grabs. The meeting is slated for 6
p.m., Monday in the judge-execu-
tive's court room. The party will
also be selling barbecue during
the Backroads Festival from 9
a.m., to 2 p.m., Saturday at Marion
Commons.

MHS reunion set
for Fourth of July
Marion High School's 29th an-

nual reunion will be held at Marion
Country Club beginning at 3 p.m.,
July 4. W.A. Franklin will once
again be the master of cere-
monies, with special recognition
given to the classes of 1939 and
1949 who graduated from the
school. A dinner will be served at 5
p.m., with all who attended MHS
invited to participate. The MHS
memory room in Fohs Hall will
also be open July 4.

Senior driving
class next week
Crittenden Health Systems is

hosting anAARPSafe Driving
course for adults ages 55 and
older from 8 a.m., to noonApril 30
at the Ed-Tech Center in Marion.
The fee is $12 for AARPmembers
and $14 for non-members. A
course book and light refresh-
ments will be provided. Space is
limited, so call 965-9294 to regis-
ter.

Overdue library
items fine-free
Patrons with overdue materials

from Crittenden County Public Li-
brary can return their books,
DVDs, periodicals or other items
through May 2 without being as-
sessed fines during a two-week
amnesty period.

4th C4 session
held next week
There will be a fourth Crittenden

County Community Conversation,
or C4 session, hosted by the
board of education at noon, April
29 at Repton Baptist Church. The
public is invited to share com-
ments and questions related to
education in the county. A light
lunch will be served.

Online survey
The most recent Crittenden

Press Online survey asked visi-
tors: “Will you support a local effort
to build new tennis courts in Mar-
ion?” There does not appear to be
much support for the sport among
survey participants. Sixty-one per-
cent said they would either not
likely or absolutely not support an
effort to construct new courts.
The results of the survey:
Yes..........................................28%
Maybe ....................................10%
Probably not...........................20%
No...........................................41%
Check The Press Online to vote

on each week’s poll, as well as to
find breaking news.

Meetings
� Crittenden-LivingstonWater

District Board of Directors meets
at 7 p.m., Monday at the district of-
fice in Salem.
� Crittenden County Board of

Education meets at 6 p.m., Tues-
day at Rocket Arena.
� Crittenden County Public Li-

brary Board of Directors meets at
5 p.m., April 30 at the library.

INSIDE...
NEWS: Crittenden Fiscal Court sees declining revenue, raised concern over budget � 14
SPORTS: Crittendenman finishes famed BostonMarathon � 10

Newsprint is a renewable
resource. Recycling bins are
located at the disposal center
on U.S. 60 east of Marion.
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STAFF REPORT

Marion and rural Amish mer-
chants, as well as several commu-
nity organizations, are geared up
for this weekend's
Amish Tour and Back-
roads Festival in Crit-
tenden County, held
each spring in conjunc-
tion with the annual
American Quilter's So-
ciety Quilt Show and
Contest in Paducah.
Tens of thousands of

quilting enthusiasts
converge on western
Kentucky during the
quilt show, with many
filling their schedules
with tours of the area.
The Backroads Festival
and self-guided tours
of the Amish commu-
nity, which began
Wednesday, were cre-
ated as an attraction
for many of those visitors, as well
as a way for local residents to cel-
ebrate the rural heritage of Crit-
tenden County.

Marion Welcome Center will be
open the remainder of the week to
provide information and maps for
this weekend's events and tours,

all of which are free.
The welcome center,
located at Marion
Commons on South
Main Street, will be
open from 9 a.m., to 4
p.m., each day. Free
maps for self-guided
tours of the Amish
community and infor-
mation on all local
events during the fes-
tival will be available.
Two-day quilt

shows in Marion will
include the Welcome
Center Quilt Show on
Friday and Saturday
as well at the Native
American Quilt Show
at Mantle Rock Native
Education and Cul-

tural Center. Locally-made quilts
will also be on display at local mer-

Backroads fest
greets quilters

FFrriiddaayy
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Welcome Center at Marion Commons,
213 S. Main St., open. Free Amish
maps and information available. An-
tique and collector quilt show and
spring photo contest entries also on
display.

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Native American Quilt Show at Mantle
Rock Native Education and Cultural
Center, 318 Sturgis Road, next to
Pamida.

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Amish Market and Craft Bazaar at
Marion Commons. Concessions.

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Friends of the Library used book sale
at Crittenden County Public Library.

10 a.m., - 3 p.m.
Woman's Club Quilt Show and Bake
Sale at Woman's Club building, 126 E.
Carlisle St.

10 a.m., - 3 p.m.
Crittenden County Historical Museum,
124 E. Bellville St., open with display
of locally-made quilts and Kentucky
Quilts, a Kentucky Historical Society
Museums To Go Exhibit on the state's
quilting heritage. Admission is free.

10 a.m., - 3 p.m.
Ben E. Clement Mineral Museum, 205
N. Walker St., open with a  world-class
collection of gems and minerals.

SSaattuurrddaayy
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Welcome Center at Marion Commons
open. Free Amish maps and informa-
tion available. Quilt show and photo
contest also on display.

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Backroads Quilt Show at Marion City
Hall, 213 S. Main St.

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Native American Quilt Show at Mantle
Rock Native Education and Cultural
Center.

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Amish Market and Craft Bazaar at
Marion Commons. Concessions.

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Friends of the Library used book sale
at Crittenden County Public Library.

10 a.m., - 3 p.m.
Crittenden County Historical Museum
open with display of locally-made quilts
and Kentucky Quilts. Admission is free.

10 a.m., - 3 p.m.
Ben E. Clement Mineral Museum
open. The first digs of the season will
be at 9 a.m., and 7:30 p.m. Call 965-
4263 to sign up for either of the digs.

Links and more information on many of
the sites and activities during the Back-
roads Festival can be found at the Mar-
ion Tourism Commission's Web site at
www.marionkentucky.us. 

Backroads Festival schedule

See QUILT/Page 2

The doctor is (still) in

PHOTO BY DARYL K. TABOR
After more than 50 years of practice. Dr. Stephen Burkhart has no plans for retire-
ment. From the basement of his Marion home Monday, Burkhart reflected on his ca-
reer in medicine. A reception Friday will honor the family practitionerʼs service.

Cullen Sullenger Woodward

Tinsley Miniard Tabor

STAFF REPORT

When a Pittsburgh 911 operator
earlier this month failed to relay in-
formation pertaining to weapons in-
volved at a domestic dispute, a
police dispatcher was unable to
warn authorities responding to the
April 4 call of the danger. Unaware
that Richard Poplawski was armed
with several firearms, three Pitts-
burgh police officers were shot and
killed within minutes of arriving at
the scene.
That's why Ray O'Neal says the

job of dispatchers is a matter of life
and death. And last week, during
National Public Safety Telecommu-
nicators Week, Marion's Police
Chief had nothing but high marks
for the men and women who man
the phones and control the emer-
gency radio frequencies at the
county's dispatch center.
“If they do their job right, it

makes our job a whole lot easier,”

said O’Neal, supervisor of the dis-
patch team. “They can make it real,
real easy for us.”
Three men and three women are

employed as public safety telecom-
municators in Crittenden County,
dispatching emergency calls for
both city and county law enforce-
ment, as well as other emergency

personnel with fire departments,
the rescue squad and ambulance
service. Full-time dispatchers
Ginny Tinsley and Paula Miniard
are employed by the county, while
part-timers Robbie Tabor, Wesley
Cullen, Kenneth Sullenger and
Robert Woodward are paid by the
City of Marion. O’Neal is the imme-
diate supervisor of all six.
“I can’t say enough about the job

they do,” said the police chief, who
recognized the crew last week with
duffle bags commemorating Na-
tional Public Safety Telecommuni-
cators Week. 
A poster indicating the special

week hung inside the dispatch cen-
ter at Marion Police Department, as
well as a copy of an Associated
Press story questioning the perfor-
mance of the Pittsburgh operator
who failed to relay the critical infor-

Emergency dispatchers celebrated with recognition

See 911/Page 2

If they
do their
job right, it
makes our
job a

whole lot easier.
– Ray O’Neal

Marion Police Chief on the job 
of emergency dispatchers

“

Burkhart on 50 years
and counting as doctor
By DARYL K. TABOR
MANAGING EDITOR
From the humblest of beginnings in

the hills and coal fields of Appalachia,
Stephen Burkhart and his siblings were
encouraged by their
mother to leave their
home in Harlan
County, Ky., for greener
pastures. Somewhere
along the way, the per-
suasion led Burkhart to
medicine.
“That’s hard to

know,” Dr. Burkhart,
77, said of what pushed
him into the medical
field. “I guess I decided
when I was a young boy
somewhere along the
way.”
While he doesn’t re-

call any moment of rev-
elation or guiding light that led him to
become a doctor, more than 50 years
after starting his practice,  Burkhart
knows that he made the right decision.
“I’m happy to have been a part of so

many families,” he said. “I loved making
house calls.”
That’s right. House calls.
“I made a tremendous amount of

house calls,” Burkhart added. “I used to
know who everybody was and where
they lived.”
Burkhart recalls the visits to patients’

homes as one of his favorite parts of
medicine since opening an office in
Salem Hospital in November 1958. It’s
not something he nor many other doc-
tors undertake anymore, as advance-
ments in the medical field have made
them almost obsolete.
“They were inefficient,” he said. “It just

took so much time to travel and offices
are better equipped than what you could
take with you.”
After only a few minutes with the fam-

ily practitioner, his passion for health
care and the community he has served
his entire career becomes obvious. Even
at the dawn of a reception Friday to
honor his 50-plus years in medicine, he
has no plans of giving up his practice.
“I’ve been blessed with good health,”

he said. “As long as I’m healthy and able
to practice, I’ll continue.”
Friday’s reception at Occasions in

Marion is hosted by the Salem practice
that carries the doctor’s name, Burkhart
Rural Health Clinic, and Crittenden
Health Systems, with which he has

Crittenden dispatchers

STAFF REPORT

Some late tinkering to the
City of Marion's current bud-
get has council members con-
cerned about next year amid a
ongoing national recession.
On Monday, council mem-

bers approved a transfer of al-
most $600,000 in investments
to plug holes in the spending
plan created, in part, by dam-
ages and cleanup costs re-
lated to January's ice storm.
The money will also pay for

two new trucks for the city's
utilities and maintenance de-
partments and a $350,000 re-
imbursement to Crittenden
Fiscal Court for grant money
the city received.
The move will leave City Ad-

ministrator Mark Bryant with-
out the $586,325 in
certificates of deposit okayed
for the transfer as he contin-
ues crunching numbers for
next year's budget. While
spending those investments

will reduce the city's coffers,
council members backed
Bryant's suggestion to create
a new spending plan that
leaves tax and water rates un-
touched.
"The next fiscal year is one

of concern, caution," he told
council members Monday.
Most of that concern comes

from anticipated increases in
health insurance premiums
for the city's 22 full-time em-
ployees and contributions to

the state retirement system.
While Bryant will be pleased
with any insurance increase
under 10 percent, retirement
contributions are already sure
to be up 20 percent.
Meantime, on the revenue

side, the city administrator
said income is steady from the
city's payroll tax and levy on
insurance premiums.
"They're holding their own"

he said.
However, receipts from the

first quarter of 2009 are not
in, and income from occupa-
tional taxes could be down as
unemployment in the county
has crept above 10 percent for
the first time in 12 years.
Because interest rates on

CDs and other investments
are low at a time when auto-
mobile prices have plum-
meted, the council opted to
approve $38,000 in Monday's

Bryant ‘cautious’ about city’s coming fiscal year

See CITY/Page 4

Burkhart 
reception
A reception hon-

oring Dr. Stephen
Burkhart’s 50-plus
years in medicine
will be held from 5
to 7 p.m., Friday at
Occasions in
downtown Marion.

See DOCTOR/Page 4

HISTORY:
Crittenden native 

served as Oklahoma’s 
second governor
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