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By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

FRANKFORT, Ky. — 
Many states across the 
country are experiencing a 
decline in wild turkey pop-
ulations, so the National 
Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) and state agen-
cies are looking to better 
understand what is hap-
pening to America’s favor-
ite game bird.

This includes Kentucky 
and Tennessee, where the 
Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resourc-
es, Tennessee Wildlife Re-
sources Agency, Tennessee 
Tech University and the 
NWTF are engaged in a 
collaborative, multi-state 
research project.

A collaborative banding 
project is in the second 
year of its four-year dura-
tion, gathering data that 
will lead to a better under-
standing of the biological 
(i.e., mating phenology or 
timing), landscape (i.e., 
habitat quality) and regu-
latory factors (i.e., season 
timing, bag limits) that 
influence male harvest and 
survival rates across the 
two states.

Harvest rates can influ-
ence populations in two 
ways: the direct removal 
of juvenile and adult gob-
blers, and the removal of 
dominant males from the 
population.

“In the first case, har-
vesting too many adult 
males can shift the popu-
lation balance to younger 
males, which makes the 
gobbler population high-
ly dependent on annual 
recruitment and could 
negatively impact popula-
tions, not to mention hunt-
ing satisfaction, if too few 
adult males remain,” said 
Roger Shields, Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agen-
cy Wild turkey program 
coordinator.  “The latter 
may affect the reproductive 
rates of females and lead to 
a population decline.”

Unlike other upland 
game birds in North Amer-
ica, wild turkeys are hunt-
ed and harvested during 
their breeding season, 
making spring turkey sea-
son's timing, duration and 
bag limits critical for popu-
lation management.

With dozens of study 

sites across both states, on 
both public and private 
land, the areas encompass 
varying landscapes in Ken-
tucky and Tennessee.  The 
data between the two agen-
cies is being combined to 
paint a comprehensive pic-
ture of wild turkey harvest 
and survival information, 
previously unprecedented 
in the two states.

“Our goal is to capture 
more than 300 male wild 
turkeys annually within 
each state, broadly dis-
tributed on public and pri-
vate properties,” said Zak 
Danks, Kentucky Depart-

ment of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources wild turkey pro-
gram coordinator.  “Four 
years of trapping is neces-
sary because our analyses 
require at least three years 
of capture-recapture-re-
covery data from at least 
one cohort to effectively es-
timate survival and harvest 
rates.”

Collaborating and shar-
ing information will pro-
vide both states with a 
better understanding and 
give them the science to 
guide management and ul-
timately help conserve wild 
turkeys.

NWTF wants to increase wild 
turkey population in Ky., Tenn.

NWTF PHOTO
Banding wild turkeys is part of research project 
by the NWTF to increase the population in multi-
ple states, including Kentucky.



2 TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 THE EARLY BIRD

By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

FRANKFORT, Ky. 
— Since the federal gov-
ernment has declared 
the national public 
health emergency due to 
COVID-19 over after more 
than three years, Kentucky 
Public Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Steven Stack 
talked about where we go 
from here.

“This day is a long time 
in coming, and it’s a very 
welcome day for us all,” he 
said during a Capitol press 
conference on Thursday. 
“The CDC and the Ken-
tucky Department for Pub-
lic Health data reports are 
going to change, because 
much of the data that is 
needed to generate them 
will no longer be collected.”

The CDC Community 
Levels map which showed 

high, medium or low levels 
of the virus broken down 
by county will no longer 
appear, as the data won’t 
be collected going forward.  

The COVID-19 inci-
dence rate map, which 
started with how many 
people per 100,000 pop-
ulation were infected will 
also disappear, since the 
state won’t get that infor-
mation consistently.

Stack says some 
state-specific metrics, such 
as total cases by county and 
the mortality count, will 
only be updated monthly 
on the COVID-19 website, 
and the hospital rate will 
also be reported less fre-
quently.

One example of why 
data won’t be updated as 
often, according to Stack: 
“Health and Human Ser-
vices has said that we are 

at a 95% reduction for 
deaths that we had report-
ing daily from the peak of 
the COVID pandemic. We 
have come a long way from 
the peak.”

The state’s COVID-19 
website, http://kycovid19.
ky.gov/, will also change, 
he said. “It’ll be simpler, 
shorter, but still include 
relevant information for 
Kentuckians.”

While COVID vaccines 
and boosters will remain 
available at no cost for now 
from pharmacies, health 
departments and many 
medical offices, Stack says 
later this year people will 
have to use their insurance.

He reminded Kentuck-
ians to “be mindful that 
COVID-19 is not gone, 
it will not disappear. Re-
maining vigilant and sup-
portive of each other is 

really important. Although 
it will be done less prom-
inently, Kentucky’s pub-
lic health system and the 
Kentucky Department for 
Public Health will contin-
ue to monitor trends, keep 
the Governor updated and 
make sure we share up-
dates with you as they oc-
cur.”

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic has been a once in 
a century all of humanity 
event," Stack concluded. 
"Our lives were disrupted 
profoundly, and in some 
ways indelibly. Despite the 
difficulties and distress, in 
my opinion Kentuckians 
pulled together, widely 
supported each other and 
showed kindness and car-
ing for each other that in-
spires and gives hope.”

By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

FRANKFORT, Ky. — 
Kentucky Attorney Gen-
eral Daniel Cameron un-
veiled a new statewide 
missing child awareness 
campaign called “It Saves 
to Know” during a Frank-
fort press conference on 
Wednesday, at which he 
also signed a proclamation.

“Forty years ago, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan pro-
claimed May 25 ‘National 
Missing Children’s Day,’” 
Cameron said.  "Today we 
build upon the work he 
began, by proclaiming the 
month of May as ‘Missing 
Child Awareness Month” 
in the commonwealth.”

He said the goal of the 
initiative is to help protect 
missing kids from human 
trafficking, and to dispel 
the myth that those who 
run away are not in danger.  
“We’ll also help caregivers 
identify the signs that a 
child may run away, equip 
families with the informa-
tion necessary to locate 
their child quickly, and 
train stakeholders on re-
sources available to locate 
missing children.”

Cameron pointed out 
that over 3,700 Kentucky 
children were reported 
missing last year, and the 

majority were endangered 
runaways, who face an 
enormous risk.

“From 2020-2022, the 
commonwealth experi-
enced a 70% increase in the 
number of child trafficking 
victims and a 67% increase 
in child trafficking reports,” 
he said.  “Runaways be-
come targets for those who 
traffic children.  It is esti-
mated that one in six run-
aways are approached by 
human traffickers within 
the first 48 hours of going 
missing.  This cannot con-
tinue.”

"It Saves to Know" in-
cludes a multi-pronged ap-
proach to media to inform 
Kentuckians in all 120 
counties, including social 
media, as well as ads on the 
radio and popular stream-
ing devices.

Heather Wagers, who 
oversees the AG’s Office of 
Trafficking and Abuse Pre-
vention and Prosecution, 
says some parts of Ken-
tucky will receive special 
attention. 

“For the past three years, 
the highest number of chil-
dren who go missing are 
in four areas of the state. 
Those include Jefferson 
and Fayette counties, as 
well as the Owensboro and 
Bowling Green areas.”

She said they will also 
coordinate their efforts 
with the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited 
Children, especially if the 
children are taken out of 
state.

Radcliff Police Chief Jeff 
Cross added, “We certain-
ly hope that this initiative 
will help keep kids safe, 
by preventing them from 

going missing in the first 
place.  That’s the key.  If we 
can keep them home with-
out going missing, we’ll 
have much more success.”     

Learn more about the 
campaign by visiting It-
SavesToKnow.ky.gov.

Funding for the program 
is through a U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice grant.

Ky. Public Health Commissioner 
on the end of COVID-19 pandemic

AG launches missing child awareness campaign
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for sale
Kenmore washer and dryer 
for sale, $300 for both. Call 
Mark Baston at (270) 449-
9691. (1t-20-p)
King size box springs & 
mattress with bed frame 
and new headboard; GE 
front load washer with lots 
of settings; sickle mower, 7 
ft., 3 pt. Hitch, belt driven. 
Call for price. (270) 969-
0702. (2t-20-p)
Mini Barn for sale, 10x20 
including 4 ft. porch, met-
al outside, insulated inside 
with painted OSB plus loft 
space, 5 windows plus out-
side entry door. $5,000. 
Contact Ephraim Yoder, 953 
Valley View Rd., Marion, Ky. 
(6t-24-p) 
Husqvarna lawn mower, 
heavy duty manufactured 
deck, 48” with barings, pos-
itraction rear end, 28 hp, in-
dustrial Briggs engine, 230 
hours, like new, one owner. 
Paid $3,800 new, asking 
$3,000. Call (270) 333-
4638. (2t-21p)
2000 Honda Recon TRX 
250 4-wheeler, $2,100; 
1990 Ford F150 2 wheel 
drive, $2,950; Bass Hound 
10-foot boat with trailer, 
trolling motor, live well and 
title, garage kept, $1,200. 
Text only (270) 704-9915. 
(4t-20–p)

sales
Garage sale: Books, mag-
azines, Christmas decora-
tions, headboard bench, 
area rugs, file cabinet, 
household and garden 
items, etc. May 19-20, 8 
a.m.-2 plm. Rain or shine. 
302 Hillcrest Dr., Marion. 
(1t-20-p)
May 18-20 and May 26-27: 
Lots of baby clothes new-
born to 4T 25¢ each. Other 
baby and household items, 
everything priced to sell, 
5925 Mott City Rd next to 
Rite Temp. (1t-20-p)

agriculture
Retired police officer and 
veteran living in Eddyville, 
Ky., seeking hunting rights. 
Will respect your land and 
willing to share game. (270) 
388-4992. (4t-19-p)

employment
Anyone who contacted 
Cooper Tire to apply for a 
position, please call. Phone 
numbers have been lost. 
(270 704-0943. (1t-20-p)
$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS!!  Ear-
le C. Clements Job Corps 
Academy is seeking employ-
ees. We offer a competitive 
salary, benefits package, 
and advancement opportu-
nities.  MTC is an equal op-
portunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings,  
view qualifications, and ap-
ply, please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures Today” 
(4t-18-c)
COMPANY PAID BENE-
FITS FOR EMPLOYEES!! 
$16.45 PER HOUR AND A 
$2000 SIGN-ON BONUS 
FOR RESIDENTIAL AD-
VISORS!!  Earle C. Clem-
ents Job Corps Academy is 
seeking residential advisors 
for nights and overnights. R. 
A.’s have employee compa-
ny paid health, dental, and 
vision insurance plus sick, 
vacation, and 12 paid holi-
days. MTC is an equal op-
portunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings,  
view qualifications, and ap-
ply, please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com (4t-18-p)
CDL DRIVERS, EQUIP-
MENT OPERATORS, LA-
BORERS NEEDED IMME-
DIATELY! Full-time. Local 
& travel positions, 1st & 
2nd shift positions available 
now!  Strong Solid Com-
pany with a Bright Future! 
Good starting wage $15 & 
up based on skill & expe-
rience. Must pass back-
ground & drug screen.  Ap-
ply at Liberty Tire Recycling, 
2071 US 60 West, Marion 

KY or email resume to hma-
loney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-3613. 
EOE.  (15-tfc)

services
Valley View Windows, cus-
tom built vinyl windows, 
3-week lead time. Free 
estimates. We install for 
new construction and re-
placement. Double-pane 
glass, low E and Argon or 
clear glass. Closed Thurs., 
Sat. and Sun. New Loca-
tion: 2111 Turkey Knob 
Rd., Marion, Ky. 42064.
(52t-062023-p) 
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-24-p)

notices
No hunting or trespassing 
on Don Herrin Farms LLC. 
WIll prosecute. (42-tfc).
ADVERTISE your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), The 
Sturgis News, The (Princ-
eton) Times Leader, The 
(Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-
ville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more information, 
contact the classified de-
partment at (270) 965-3191 
or email us at advertising@
the-press.com.

ANIMALS/PETS
Use Happy Jack® Seal 
N Heal®  on dogs, cats & 
horses to close wounds with 
a bitter taste.  Allow healing.  
Distributed by Florida hard-
ware (800)241-6542) (www.
fleabeacon.com)
Are you a pet owner? Do 
you want to get up to 100% 
back on Vet Bills? Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance 
Company has pet coverage 
that can help! Call 1-844-
770-5259 to get a free quote 
or visit insurebarkmeow.
com/kypa

CABLE/UTILITIES
Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DIRECTV 
& Save + get a $100 visa 
gift card! Get More Chan-
nels For Less Money. Re-
strictions apply. Call Now! 
844-959-4732
Get DIRECTV for $84.99/
mo for 24 months with 
CHOICE Package. NEW 2 
YEAR PRICE GUARAN-
TEE. First 3 months of HBO 
Max, Cinemax, Showtime, 
Starz and Epix included! 
Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & 
Assoc.) Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-866-292-5435
DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $64.99/mo 
For 24 mos, Free Installa-
tion!  165+ Channels Avail-
able.  Call Now For The 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment On TV!  855-695-7008
Dish Network: Only from 
Dish- 3 year TV Price Guar-
antee! 99% Signal Reliabili-
ty, backed by guarantee. In-
cludes Multi-Sport with NFL 
Redzone. Switch and Get a 
FREE $100 Gift Card. Call 
today! 1-855-633-4574]
DIRECTV. New 2-Year 
Price Guarantee. The most 
live MLB games this sea-
son, 200+ channels and 
over 45,000 on-demand 
titles. $84.99/mo for 24 
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
292-5435

CELLULAR
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data 
plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based 

customer service. For more 
information, call 1-833-353-
2982

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? 
We can help stop your 
home from foreclosures. 
The Foreclosure Defense 
helpline can help save your 
home. The Call is absolutely 
free. 1-855-685-9465
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

GROCERY
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the-door  Oma-
ha Steaks! Get 8 FREE 
Omaha Steaks Burgers!  
Order The All-Time Grilling 
Faves! ONLY $99.99. Call 
1-844-317-8031 and men-
tion code 73375STS or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
GrillFaves5233
Spring has sprung and it’s 
planting season again. This 
year Nature Hills, America’s 
largest online plant retail-
er, has an exclusive offer 
- French Manicure Panicle 
Hydrangea. Sale price just 
$24.60 plus s/h. Call for de-
tails and order today. Call 
Nature Hills Plant Nursery 
1-855-430-1450 or visit na-
turehillsdeal.com/bloom41

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - $500 Discount + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-
0302
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME 
with energy efficient new 
windows! They will increase 
your home’s value & de-
crease your energy bills. 
Replace all or a few! Call 
now to get your free, no-ob-
ligation quote. 833-442-
1714
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-866-329-2415
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call 1-866-574-9040.
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 

our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

HOME SERVICES
Trouble hearing your TV? 
Try TV EARS’ Voice Clari-
fying Wireless TV Speaker. 
Better than a soundbar and/
or turning the TV volume 
way up. Special, limited 
time $50 off offer. Call TV 
Ears. Use code MBSP50. 
Call 1-866-472-1764
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 
Money Down + Low Month-
ly Payment Options Re-
quest a FREE Quote – Call 
now before the next power 
outage: 1-844-688-8576

IRS HELP
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 
OR MORE ON YOUR TAX-
ES? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, 
& resolve tax debt FAST. 
Call 855-977-2847 (Hours:  
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm
Need IRS Relief? $10K - 
$125K+? Get Fresh Start 
or Forgiveness Call 1-866-
533-1701 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

INTERNET OFFERS
FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus of-
fer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-888-335-0109
Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780RNET OFFERS
Saving just got easier with 
EarthLink Internet. Get up 
to $30 off your monthly bill 
and unlimited data with the 
Affordable Connectivity Pro-
gram. Apply without credit 
checks. Call 844-594-1531 
now
Connect to the best wireless 
home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G 
and 4G LTE networks, no 
contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 
GB. Call 855-610-2098
HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net –Call Today for speeds 
up to 25mbps as low as 
$59.99/mo! Finally, no hard 
data limits! $75 gift card, 
terms apply. 1-866-481-
29844G
4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel! As low as 
$109.99/mo! 1-877-706-
4439
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.den-
tal50plus.com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374

MISCELLANEOUS
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 866-256-
1169
Trouble hearing your TV? 
Try TV EARS’ Voice Clari-
fying Wireless TV Speaker. 
Better than a soundbar and/
or turning the TV volume 
way up. Special, limited 
time $50 off offer. Call TV 
Ears. Use code MBSP50. 
Call 1-866-472-1764
ATTENTION HOMEOWN-
ERS!! YOU CAN PROTECT 
YOUR APPLIANCES AND 
SYSTEMS. For just a little 
more than a $1.00/day. Call 
now for First month free, 

$75.00/off 1styear. 1-855-
536-7294
Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DIRECTV 
& Save + get a $100 visa 
gift card! Get More Chan-
nels For Less Money. Re-
strictions apply. Call Now! 
1-844-959-4732
Lung Cancer? And Age 
60+? You And Your Family 
May Be Entitled To Signifi-
cant Cash Award. Call 888-
888-8888 for Information. 
No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket. 1-855-635-9214
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 
OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
812-4393

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manu-
script submissions currently 
being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-855-209-2951 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/Kentucky

Classifieds Our office is open weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The Early Bird advertising deadline is 5 p.m. Thursday

20 words for only $6 | Call 270.965.3191
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Submitted by Beverly Hearell
I have always admired 

the house on Court Street 
across from the Livingston 
County Courthouse, known 
to me as the Rudd House. 
While thinking about the 
article for this month I ran 
across this item saved from 
The Paduach Sun-Demo-
crat April 13, 1941.   

While rewiring a resi-
dence In Smithland recent-
ly, Earnest A. Evans, electri-
cian, made an interesting 
find in the way of a bottle. 
The house, a two-story 
brick, is the ancestral dwell-
ing of Mrs. Kate Davis Love, 
it having been owned by her 
father, Thomas M. Davis, 
and built nearly a century 
ago. The bottle, which was 
discovered in a cranny of the 
attic of the old house, is of 
quaint shape and color, but 
its most intriguing feature 
was its stopper – a scrap of 
newspaper rolled and wad-
ded into the mouth. When 
pulled out and unrolled, 
though yellow and crum-
bly with age, it revealed a 
picture of the early days of 
old Smithland. Torn from 
a weekly newspaper, the 
"Empire State," published 
In Smithland 101 years 
ago, among other things it 
showed a statement by the 
paper of its great worth to 
the community, as follows:

"The mammoth size of 
our paper enables us to 
present weekly an amount 
of matter contained in no 
other newspaper. We shall 
labor to present such a vari-
ety of original and selected 
ads that will suit the family 
of all classes: the politician, 
the moralist, the farmer, the 
mechanic, the merchant 
and professional man, the 
student, the antiquary, the 
lover of humor and such 
would unfold a map of the 
world, each and all may find 
entertainment and instruc-
tion in the ample pages of 
the "Empire State." 

This announcement fol-
lowed the statement: "At 
a meeting of a  number of 

the Whig citizens of Liv-
ingston County, Kentucky, 
in the town of Smithland, 
April 14, 1840, Willis Gor-
don was called to the chair 
and Benjamin Barner was  
appointed. secretary. The 
object or the meeting was 
explained by Thomas Mc-
Cormick, Esq."  

There was a list of names 
arranged alphabetically. 
The heading of this was torn 
off. But it bore the signature 
PM, a good postmaster, no 
doubt, letting folks know he 
had letters for them.

The newspaper scrap In-
dicated that even in those 
far off days people believed 
It "paid to advertise."

On Feb. 24, 1840, the 
firm of Smedley, Givens & 
Company advertised in the 
"Empire State" that they 
had on hand in Smithland, 
Five Hundred HHDS of 
prime New Orleans sugar 
to be sold low at cost by the 
HHD to close out."  Also, 
on the same date, through 
the same medium, Gordon 
& Bennett stated they had 
"just received 10 barrels of 
rectified whisky, 10 boxes 
of mould tallow candles, 
50 kegs of white lead In 
Oil No. 1, all to be sold for 
cash." One William Brown 
made known his desire to 
"purchase a quantity of old 
brass and copper, market 
price to be given."  D. W. 
Patterson announced that 

he was an "attorney at law," 
and "Peter's Pills" were rec-
ommended for the ailing.

A hardware dealer whose 
name had crumbled off 
listed his stock as follows:  
"Hardware, cutlery, etc. 
pen and pocket knives, ta-
ble knives and forks, carver, 
cook and butcher knives, 
shears, hand saws, chis-
els, razors, ball, hinges and 
shovels." 

Then there was the ad 
headed in capital letters, 
"General Jackson,” which 
at first glance brought to 
mind "Old Hickory" for 
those were his times:  "The 
Imported Maltese Jack will 
stand the present season at 
my farm 5 miles south of 
Smithland on the Paducah 
road at $5 a season, or $8 
to ensure a mare with foal."

Mrs. Love values the old 
bottle, as antique jugs and 
bottles are her hobby. She 
wishes she knew its history 
where it was blown, what 
manner of drink it con-
tained and who it was that 
imbibed from it last and 
rammed into its elongated 
throat the newspaper stop-
per. 

After a little research I 
found that the Rudd House, 
also known as the Davis 
House and the Oliver-Davis 
House was built between 
1838 and 1840 by Richard 
Oliver. The Oliver family 
was a prominent family in 

the county and might have 
been owners or partners in 
a grocery store in Salem.  
It was purchased by Tom 
M. and Emily Roach Da-
vis who reared their fam-
ily there as did their son, 
Charles B., and Ida Cade 
Davis.

The Davis family was 
also a prominent family. 
C. B. and Ida Cade Davis 
were parents of well-known 
Kate Davis Love. Early in 
the 1900s Mr. Davis and 
daughter, Kate, operated 
a very impressive general 
store in Smithland. Ev-
erything from ladies’ dress 
goods, hats and fancy un-
dergarments to horse col-
lars and bridles were sold 
here. Miss Kate was aristo-

cratic, well groomed, and 
highly intelligent and com-
petently served the county 
as circuit court clerk for 
years. She lived a long and 
active life until 1962.

The Paduach Sun, 24 
Nov. 1977, had an article: 
"Rudds complete resto-
ration of old home."

When Mr. and Mrs. Wille 
Rudd purchased the house 
in 1971, the house had been 
neglected and had been 
vandalized, "Weeds were as 
high as the window," said 
Mr. Rudd.

The Rudds along with 
help from Rudd's broth-
er, Cecil, restored and fur-
nished the house as au-
thentic as possible. "We 
'patched'  everything we 

could. All the doors are 
original and about half the 
glass in the windows is old," 
said Rudd.

The house is a large 
two-story brick with large 
rooms and a foyer and large 
open fireplaces in each 
room, including the kitch-
en. The house was built 
with a "safe room" on the 
second floor for protection 
for daughters of the house, 
entered only by a stairway 
from the parents’ first-floor 
bedroom.

Mr. and Mrs. Rudd are 
native of Livingston Coun-
ty and Mrs. Rudd said, "as 
children we both passed 
by the house often." Mr. 
Rudd was born and reared 
in Smithland, and as a boy 
he delivered groceries to the 
house. Residing there at the 
time was a divorcee, Mrs. 
Kate Davis Love, known as 
"Miz Kate" who lived alone, 
the last resident before the 
Rudds, would lower a bas-
ket on a rope from the bal-
cony in which he would put 
the groceries.

He noted that "Miz Kate" 
always lived in one room at 
a time although she would 
switch rooms every so of-
ten.

The Rudds bought the 
house from heirs of the Da-
vis family. The house was 
placed on the Register of 
Historical Places in 1982.

Bottle becomes interesting find in historic home

On the left is a photo before restoration of the Oliver-Davis house in Smithland, Ky. and on the right 
is after renovations were made by the Rudd family in 1977.

By MELISSA PATRICK
Kentucky Health News

Kentucky calls to 988, 
the short, easy-to-remem-
ber crisis hotline for men-
tal health, have increased 
by 23% since it rolled out 
nine months ago, and 
there have been 15% fewer 
abandoned calls, according 
to Gov. Andy Beshear.

"More people are call-
ing and more people are 
staying on and talking to 
someone that can help," 
Beshear said at his weekly 
news conference Thursday. 
"This means Kentuckians 
facing a risk of suicide, 
mental-health distress 
or an addiction crisis are 
getting connected with 
compassionate trained 
counselors more often and 
faster than ever before. "

988 is confidential and 
accepts calls, texts, and 
chats from anyone who 
needs support for a suicid-
al, mental-health and/or 
substance-use crisis.

It is available 24 hours 
a day, every day and is free 
of charge. It is available to 

people of all ages in crisis, 
and to family members 
and loved ones seeking 
guidance. 

"Our first mission is to 
be here," says Kentucky's 
988 website. "So often, 
the lifeline is about listen-
ing and providing an un-
derstanding voice. In fact, 
95% of lifeline calls are re-
solved over the phone. But 
when that’s not enough, 
we’ll ensure the warmest 
possible handoff of 988 
callers within Kentucky’s 
crisis service system." 

Most of Kentucky's 988 
calls go to one of the state's 
13 regional mental-health 
agencies; callers are con-
nected to the center that is 

closest to them. 
According to state data 

from the federal Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, 
Kentucky's 988 call centers 
got 2,888 calls in March 
and 78% of them were an-
swered in-state. 

SAMHSA says Kentucky 
calls are answered, on av-
erage, in 25 seconds, The 
national average is 35 sec-
onds and the average talk 
time is just over 13 min-
utes.

"That shows that 988 
is working and has been a 
great improvement," said 
Beshear. "I want to thank 
all of our partners and 
mental health advocates 
across the state and be-
yond who have worked so 
hard to make this possible. 
This administration will 
always support Kentuck-
ians as they seek health 
care. We believe that men-
tal health is just as import-
ant as physical health, and 
this is helping us to be able 
to intervene and ensure 
that we don't lose people."

988 suicide-and-crisis lifeline 
is free and available to anyone
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