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Deer harvest of 145,000 fifth
largest in Ky. history

By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today
FRANKFORT, Ky. — The
Kentucky Division of Fish
and Wildlife Resources
(KDFWR) announced that
hunters harvested 145433
deer in Kentucky during
the 2025-26 season, the
fifth-highest reported to-
tal in history and 3,000
above the 10-year average.
Last years season was
noteworthy for a new-
ly expanded October
youth-only season, im-
pressive success of hunt-
ers on public land, and a
high percentage of har-
vested bucks estimated
to be 2% years old or old-
er. However, doe harvest
goals, aimed at maintain-
ing a healthy and quality

First deer sparked passmn for bowhuntmg

By David R. Drennan
For The Crittenden Press

Crittenden County Mid-
dle School teacher Riley
Jones has hunted with a
bow for as long as he can
remember. He took his
first deer with one when
he was 10, with his father
beside him.

‘My dad was hunting
with me and I can just re-
member how excited he
was for me,” Jones said.
“He was more excited than
[ was, I think.”

Jones said he is grateful
his father introduced him
to hunting and for the time
they have spent together
in the woods. He hopes to
share that experience with
his son one day.

Jones and his father pri-
marily hunt private land,
but he respects hunters
who find success on public
land. Bowhunting appeals
to him because a deer
must come within close
range, and many things

herd, were not met.

‘In many ways, it was
a great deer season — al-
most 105,000 hunters
were successful in taking
at least one deer, walking
away with meat in the
freezer, some with a rack
for the wall and all stories
to tell friends and family,”
said Joe McDermott, KDF-
WR deer program coordi-
nator. “We are looking to
substantially increase the
female harvest over time.”

Last year, KDFWR set
doe harvest goals for Zone
1 and Zone 2 counties, but
only one county — Simp-
son — met its goal. Eleven
other counties met 80 to
90 percent of the depart-
ment’s goals.

McDermott said wild-

have to go right before he
can take a shot.

‘I think that, to me,
just adds an extra level of
adrenaline and excitement
that I have personally nev-
er had from gun hunting’
he said.

Kentucky’s 2026-27 deer
archery season opened
Sept. 5 and runs through

life officials are discussing
ways to increase doe har-
vest. More than 20 coun-
ties were reassigned to
different zones to encour-
age more doe harvest in
the 2026-27 deer season.

An overabundance
of deer can result in in-
creased deer-vehicle col-
lisions and damage to
agricultural crops and
expensive  landscaping.
It can also increase the
spread of tick-born and
other diseases and lead
to smaller body sizes and
antlers due to competi-
tion for food.

“When there are few-
er deer on the landscape,
the remaining animals are
better able to reach their
full potential,” McDermott

Jan. 18. During the previ-
ous season, bowhunters
took approximately 16,000
deer statewide, according
to the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
Resources. In Crittenden
County, 361 of about 2,600
deer harvested were tak-
en with vertical bows last
year.

Qutioon

stated.

Of the 104,595 success-
ful deer hunters in 2025,
74 percent took only one
deer, less than 43 per-
cent took a doe and less
than 3 percent filled their

standard four-deer permit
allotment, said Tommy
Apostolopoulos, deer pro-
gram biologist.

As a reminder, hunters
who take more deer than
they need can donate a

deer to Kentucky Hunters
for the Hungry or Boone
Brothers, two organiza-
tions working together to
fight food insecurity.

KENTUCKY AMERICAN
* SEIEDS *

Food Plot Seed « Herbicide
Granular and Liquid Fertilizer

Al quantities available = Delivery Available

CRAYNE CEMETERY RD., FREDONIA, KY
Tavlon Polk (270) 969-0889
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Tyler  Boone's  ear-
ly-morning trips to the
gym turned into a little
preseason scouting, and

eventually the biggest
buck he has taken with a
bow.

Several ~mornings a

week, Boone drove from
his home in eastern Crit-
tenden County to work out
in Marion at the Launch
Pad. His route wound
through some prime deer
country, and around day-
light, one pasture repeat-
edly caught his attention.

A big buck was feed-
ing there with two others
nearly as large.

Boone knew the land-
owner, a longtime fami-
ly friend and widow for
whom he had done some
work when he was young-
er. He had never hunted
her property, but watch-

4

ing those bucks gave him
a reason to stop.

He asked for permis-
sion. She said yes.

Getting access was the
first step. Figuring out
how to approach the deer
was the next.

Although Boone regu-
larly saw the bucks in the
morning, plenty of does
were usually in the field,
too. He figured slipping
into position without be-
ing detected would be dif-
ficult with so many deer
nearby.

Instead, he chose an af-
ternoon approach, hoping
to get settled before the
deer began moving to-
ward dusk.

Opening day, Sept. 5,
2026, brought another
challenge: a temperature
of 97 degrees. An after-
noon rain shower offered

rts
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0 ask

some relief, cooling things
into the mid-80s about

e hawe the resource. Topethay we can makes a diflersne.
the time Boone headed to
his stand.

N 33? U{'u KEMTUCKIANS
ﬁ ' ARE FOOD INSECURE
His plan came together :

quickly. ey 10 00/

About 30 minutes later, i / 10.0 /o
he harvested the buck. ;

Boone, 23, has hunted
since he was 5 or 6, but
the opening-day deer was
only his second buck with
a bow, and by far his larg-
est with archery equip-
ment. He has taken a cou-
ple of larger bucks with a
rifle over the years.

This hunt began with
something much simpler
than a trip to the stand. A
familiar road, a few day-
light sightings and a stop
to visit a family friend
opened the door to an op-
portunity.

Sometimes, it pays to
ask.
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KENTUCKY HAS MORE THAN 1 MILLION DEER.

CAPE, QUARTER AND/OR DEBONE
COMPLETE PREPARATION FOR OUT-OF-STATE TRANSPORT
FREE CAPING ON MOUNTS LEFT WITH US




(270) 889-1504

Robert Kirby, Owner
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TeleCheck
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1-800-CHK-GAME
1-800-245-4263
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Crittenden Co. Sheriff’s Dept.
(270) 965-3400

City of Marion Police
(270) 965-3500

KY State Police Dept. Post 2
(270) 676-3313

KY DEER & ELK APP

Whether you're scouting from home or hunting in the
field, the KY Deer & Elk App gives Kentucky hunters the
tools they need—all in one place.

FEATURES INCLUDE:
Offline Maps — Navigate public lands and property
lines, even without cell service.

Plan Your Hunt — Find CWD testing sites, processors,
taxidermists and other services by county.

Hunt Planning Tools — Save hunt plans and view
county-specific harvest information.

Field Resources — Quickly access your hunting license
information and Telecheck.

Stay Prepared — Get important hunting information
right when you need it.

Plan smarter. Hunt with confidence.

License and Permit Fees

License Resident  Nonresident
Annual Hunting License $28.54 $169.12
Senior/Disabled License $12.68 N/A
Sportsman’s License $100.42 N/A

Youth Hunting License $6.34 $10.57
Youth Deer Permit (4 Deer) $10.57 $15 .86

Youth Sportsman’s License $31.71 N/A
Statewide Deer Permit (4 Deer) ~ $37
Bonus Antlerless Permit
Additional Deer Permit (2 Deer)  $15.86 $15.86

$248.40
$1586  $15.86

ey
Carry Proof

Hunters who buy their license or permit by phone or internet must carry while hunting:
a picture ID and proof of purchase (an authorization number, paper license or computer print out).
Paper licenses/permits must be signed and all information completed before hunting.

Crittenden Community Hospital
(270) 965-5281

Livingston Hospital
(270) 988-2299

City of Marion Tourism
(270) 965-5015

Hunting Seasons

Here are some of the most common
hunting opportunities currently in
season or coming up:

SQUIITEl..cvveeeeereeeeee, Aug 15 - Nov 13
DOVE....oeeerrerererereeeee e Sept 1 - Oct 26
Deer Archery.......cccoevevnneee. Sept 5 -Jan 18
Turkey Archery.......cccccceee.e Sept5-Jan 18
Deer Crosshow................... Sept 19 - Jan 18
Turkey CrosShow .........ccceveveveveeenee. Oct1-18
Deer Youth ........ccoooevevvecvcieinnne Oct 10-18
Deer Muzzleloader....................... Oct17-18
TUrkey GUN .. Oct 24-30
Deer GUN .....ccvveececeee e Nov 14-29
Turkey Crosshow ............... Nov 14 - Dec 31
SQUITEL..ceeeeececeeeeeeee Nov 16 - Feb 28
DOVE .o Nov 26 - Dec 6
DUCK. ...ttt Nov 26-29
Turkey GUN ..., Dec 5-11
DUCK....eeveererereeeieree e Dec 7 - Jan 31
Deer Muzzleloader ...................... Dec 12-20
GOOSE ... Nov 26 - Feb 15
00)17 T Dec 19 -Jan 10
Deer Youth Free .......cccocevvvevennnee. Dec 26-27
BUllfrog......cocevevevreririee May 16 - Oct. 31
Coyote daytime.........ccccecevevnnnes Year Round
Ground hog.......cccoevverercrerernen, Year Round

The Crittenden Outdoors Hunting Guide is produced annually by The Crittenden Press newspaper and distributed free of charge in this community and beyond.



2025 DEER HARVEST RESULTS
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County Male Female Total % Male % Female Male Visible Male Not Visible Archery  Firearm Muzzleloader Crossbow
Crittenden 179 1215 2394 49.25% 50.75% 1060 19 327 1762 141 164
Livingston 781 816 1597 48.9% 51.1% 694 87 177 137 128 155
Webster 810 819 1629 49.72% 50.28% 698 n2 183 n74 104 168
Caldwell 858 840 1698 50.53% 49.47% 767 91 204 1267 16 m
Union 471 444 915 51.48% 48.52% 421 50 159 645 44 67
Lyon 460 393 853 53.93% 46.07% 414 46 144 588 30 91
2024 DEER HARVEST RESULTS

County Male Female Total % Male % Female Male Visible Male Not Visible Archery  Firearm  Muzzleloader Crossbow
Crittenden 1332 1280 2612 51% 49% 187 145 327 1922 178 185
Livingston 823 806 1629 50.52% 49.48% 727 96 152 1207 149 121
Webster 947 N45 2092 45.27% 54.73% 809 138 224 1518 140 210
Caldwell 901 873 1774 50.79% 49.21% 818 83 220 1300 137 n7
Union 504 564 1068 47.19% 52.81% 451 53 232 691 49 96
Lyon 637 605 1242 51.29% 48.71% 557 80 213 833 62 134
2023 DEER HARVEST RESULTS

County Male Female Total % Male % Female Male Visible Male Not Visible Archery  Firearm Muzzleloader Crossbow
Crittenden 1334 1334 2668 50% 50% 168 166 321 1941 167 239
Livingston 810 785 1595 50.78% 49.22% 710 100 177 n22 188 108
Webster 979 1050 2029 48.25% 51.75% 832 147 231 1498 85 215
Caldwell 891 816 1707 52.2% 47.8% 809 82 217 1265 136 89
Union 592 614 1206 49.09% 50.91% 521 71 248 800 43 n5
Lyon 578 456 1034 55.9% 441% 521 57 216 680 35 103
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For years, Steve Hook loved
deer hunting but struggled to
find a place where he could go
regularly. A lease on a small tract
in western Crittenden County
changed that — and last Novem-
ber, it helped him win a local big
buck contest.

Hook, 50, of Clay won $1,000
in the 2025 contest sponsored
by the Marion Tourism and Rec-
reation Commission and Hodge’s
Sports and Apparel in Marion. It
was only the second time he had
entered.

‘I have loved hunting all my
life, but I have never had my own
place where I could go,” said Hook,
who grew up in Madisonville. “We
started leasing this place a couple
of years ago. It has been difficult
to find places to hunt.”

Hook and his uncle lease just
over 80 acres, mostly open field
with a wooded bluff. Hook had
seen the buck during bow season

FEEL

A place to hunt, a buck to remember

In for hunti
main-level apar

? Bedrooms - 1 Bath - Sleeps B

Full Kitchen - Washer & Dryer

AT HOME

FURNISHED APARTMENTS - MARION, KY

but never got a clear shot. Hunt-
ers on a neighboring farm also
encountered it the day before his
hunt and searched for it with a
drone, believing it had been mor-
tally wounded.

On the cold, sunny morning of
Now. 13, 2025, Hook was hunting
alone from a small ground blind.
About an hour after daylight, the
buck chased a doe into view.

“He was hot on the trail,” Hook
said. “They were both running,
and when the doe stopped, he did
too.”

Hook waited until the buck
stood still before taking a shot
of about 50 yards with his .308
Remington.

‘I don't try to shoot one run-
ning. I want to make sure I get
a good shot,” he said. “When he
stopped running, [ was like, ‘Yes!”

The deer weighed 174 pounds
field dressed. Its 10-point rack
had a basic eight-point frame and

k. or visiting family? Two
Iments, mave-in ready.

High-Speed Internet & Workspace

Patio, Grill & Parking

9.8 EXCEFTIONAL

BOOK ON VRBO

18 VRBD REVIEWS

yroo.com/ 261898 5k
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triple brow tines. It was only the
second buck Hook had harvested.

His first came during the late
muzzleloader season in 2024,
after he had passed on several
deer. That non-typical 15-pointer
received a shoulder mount. Hook
planned a European mount for
his contest-winning buck.

After the hunt, Hook checked
the deer through the Kentucky
Department of Fish and Wild-
life Resources’ Telecheck system,
then called his uncle with the
news. He had not had the rack
scored under Boone and Crockett
standards, but securing a place
to hunt had already given him
something he had wanted for
years.

Jason Hook of Clay scored $1,000 |
from the Marion Big Buck Contest
with the second buck he's ever
taken.



http://www.vrbo.com/2619834
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Chasing rabbits, making memories: Simple joys of rabbit hunting

By David R. Drennan
For The Crittenden Press

Writer Gene Hill once
said, “I can't conceive of
hunting without a dog. 1
just don't enjoy a day in
the field without seeing
the fun that a dog has in
working. If I have to choose
between leaving the gun
home or the dog, Tl set
out with the dog” This
sentiment is something
that local pastor and hunt-
er Kirk Greenfield might
agree with. His memories
of rabbit hunting bring up
a myriad of thoughts and
feelings.

Greenfield's first stories
are about the people he
hunted with. “I grew up
rabbit hunting with my
dad. He was not an avid
hunter, but he liked rabbit
hunting with dogs. We al-
ways had a couple of bea-

RPITeB A

e .

gles,” recalled Greenfield.
The beagle’s compact 20-
to 30-pound frame lets it
slip through tight briars
and brush piles after its

quarry. Greenfield also
continued, “We enjoyed
many early mornings

walking fields and thickets.
When I was younger, we
often just walked from our
house and hunted nearby.”

An old truck is also what
makes any Kentucky hunt-
ing story complete. “We
also had an old truck in
which we would load the
dogs and explore new plac-
es on surrounding farms. I
had a truck when I started
driving,” he explained. He
brought his dogs along in a
homemade dog box.

As Greenfield grew old-
er, he also hunted by him-
self or with his best friend
from high school. “He

R-B-Q-
AN ETRPY

lived on a farm with many
thickets that held rabbits,”
he explained. He also ex-
plained that he hunts even
today with a friend “who
has a bunch of dogs.” “That
adds a whole different dy-
namic to the hunt,” Green-
field explained.

« Pulled Pork
+BBQ Nachos

The tradition of hunting
is often a rite of passage
passed down from gener-
ation to generation. Out-
door novelist Robert Ruark
penned the importance of
such relationships in his
bestseller "Old Man and
the Boy." In the novel, the

« Desserts « Sides

Order a Ham for
Special Orders
or for Holidays!

[

Call Aherd, te tlave
Yeur- Order-Ready 728 S. Main St., Marion

wise grandfather teaches
the young boy patience,
responsibility and respect
for nature while pursuing
everything local to the
region, including rabbits.
Just as his dad took Green-
field hunting, he now takes
his own three daughters.

Greenfield’s stories of
rabbit hunting then shift
to the main stars: the dogs.
His mind immediately
went to the excited whine
of the dogs waiting in the
box early in the morning.
He recalled watching them
bound away into the fields
after they were turned
loose.

The sounds of a rabbit
hunt are all about what
the dogs are doing, Green-
field explained. “The sound
of that howl as they strike
the first ‘hot’ trail is beauti-
ful” he described. He add-

(270) 965-7060

ed that the dogs continu-
ously bark and yip as they
are in full pursuit. He also
noted, “When they break
from cover, their tails are
beating a steady rhythm
and their noses glued to
the ground.”

It is this simplicity that
draws Greenfield to the
rabbit hunt. “It reminds
me of a simpler time, a
time when a young boy
was thankful to walk with
his dad behind a couple
of beagles” he stated.
Greenfield also explained
that rabbit hunting has
not been overcome with
gadgetry like other types
of hunting. “Otherwise, it
does not require special
clothing or gear. Nearly
any kind of shotgun will
do,” he noted.
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DEER HERD SURVEYS

WRITTEN HANAGEHENT PLANS EXCAVATION & FORESTRY WORK

Office Located at
203 W. Gum 5t. Marion, KY 4208654

: (270) 640-9819

sales@swhky.com - -
superiorwhitetallhabitats.com HUNTING BLINDS & FEEDERS
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Crouse family builds a legacy with field dogs

By David R. Drennan
For The Crittenden Press

Mike Crouse grew up
hunting wild quail with his
father, brother and their
English pointers and set-
ters. At his Webster County
kennel, that family con-
nection to dogs now spans
three generations.

As wild quail numbers
declined, the family turned
to field trials, where dogs
and handlers compete in
tests of their hunting abil-
ities. Over the kennel's 50-
year history, Crouse said,
its dogs have earned 900
field trial placements, in-
cluding 30 field champion-
ships.

Crouse’s daughter, Mary,
has been part of the work
since childhood. She at-
tended her first competi-
tion before she was a year
old and was riding her own
horse at trials by age 4 or

5. Today, she helps prepare
the kennel's next genera-
tion of dogs. Her daughter,
Anna Katherine, has joined
the family at competitions.

The kennel has raised

English pointers, English

setters and field-bred
English cocker spaniels.
Crouse prizes the cockers
for their scenting ability,
drive and willingness to
work with people.

‘A cocker will figure it

out, as he wants to make
you happy to the best of
his ability,” he said.

Crouse said his dogs have
gone on to serve in many
roles, from hunting com-
panions to narcotics detec-
tion dogs. He and Mary also
take pride in hearing about
the dogs’ lives with their
families.

At field trials, Crouse
sees the results of years
of breeding, handling and
training. He calls the com-
petition ‘a great game, nev-
er permanently won or lost,
but only played.”

The family also mentors
other handlers and hosts
trials at its Webster County
farm. It held its first there
in 2023 and two more in
2024, passing along the
skills and traditions that
first brought Crouse into
the field with his father
and brother.

LAST LONG... ‘BE I
READY WHEN CT HIT'S‘
-

"R R
WHEN IT HAPPENS

¢ Peak in Western Kentucky is usually mid-November to
early December, but can vary by year and weather.

WHAT TOLOOK FOR

¢ Increased movement (especially mornings and evenings).
 Bucks chasing does.

¢ More vocalizations - grunts, bleats and snorts.

¢ Bucks traveling new areas.

HOW TO HUNT THE RUT

¢ Focus on does bedding and travel routes.

¢ Be in the stand early and stay late.

e Use rattling, grunting or doe-in-heat scents (with caution).
¢ Be patient - the action can come in waves.
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Local farm opens to publw dove hunters

By David R. Drennan
For The Crittenden Press

A 43-acre cornfield off
Cave Springs Road in Crit-
tenden County gave dove
hunters a place to hunt on
private land during Sep-
tember.

The field, owned by
Matthew Hardesty, was
part of the Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and
Wildlife Resources’ co-
operator field program.
Under the program, land-
owners lease fields to the
state for public hunting.

“They came to us and
asked us if there was an
interest in leasing for the
month of September,’
Hardesty said. His fami-
ly has participated in the
program nearly every year
for the past four or five
years.

Hardesty planted corn
in the field earlier this

year. Doves are drawn to
the chopped silage and
grain left after harvest, he
said. Hunters could find
the field’s size and plant-
ing information on the
state’s interactive dove
field map.

The opening weekend
brought 12 to 15 vehicles,
Hardesty said. His house
is within sight of the field,
and he heard a few shots.
Activity tapered off af-

ter that as doves spread
out and more cornfields
opened during harvest.

Hardesty said he has
not hunted doves in years.
He usually spends Sep-
tember in a combine.

Kentucky's daily dove
limit is 15 birds. Their
speed and small size make
them challenging targets,
and hunters may fire sev-
eral shots for each bird
they take.
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STAND PLACEMENT & WINI

THE RIGHT SPOT — AND THE RIGHT WIND — CAN MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

Q) STAND PLACEMENT TIPS

 Look for travel corridors
- trails, field edges and
creek bottoms.

¢ Hunt the edges - where
cover meets open areas
(food sources).

e Consider elevation - higher
ground often gives you a
better view and more wind
options.

e Use natural cover - trees,
brush and terrain features
help you stay hidden.

¢ Be patient - the best spots

aren't always the most

obvious ones.

G6O6D PLACEMENT

PUTS THE DEER
W RANGE. THE

WIND KEEPS YOV

VNDETECTED.

% WIND MATTERS

e Always hunt with the wind
in your face

e Check wind direction
throughout the day - it can
change!

e Use a scent control system
and minimize human scent.

e Set up downwind from
bedding areas.

e Pay attention to thermals
- especially in the morning
and evening.

THE WIND CAN EITHER
BRING THEM TO YOU...OR
BLOW THEM AWAY!

MARION FEED MILLS, INC.

501 EAST BELLVILLE STREET, MARION, KY e [2?0) 965-2252

Hnurs* Mon. -

Fri. 7:30 a.m. -

TROPHY

BE1g IJui‘.'H *
TWEET PO

5:00 p.m. * Sat. 7:30 a.m. - noon

wra

Tt Yeipatern il

DEER CORN, PURINA ANTLER MAX, THEFH\' II'U'EI{ BUCK JAM & SEED Fl.'IR DEEH PLOTS




Thermal imaging drones are giv-
ing hunters and pet owners another
way to search when an animal dis-
appears into fields or woods.

Trey Hutchison of Sturgis began
using a drone to find deer after
hunts. He and his brother-in-law,
who are certified to fly drones com-
mercially, now also search for lost
pets. Hutchison said his own ex-
perience tracking deer, sometimes
unsuccessfully, led him to try the
technology.

A thermal camera detects differ-
ences in heat, allowing a pilot to spot
an animal that might be difficult to
see from the ground. An aerial view
can also help searchers cover brush,
fields and other areas without walk-
ing through them.

For hunters, the goal is to locate
a deer that ran after being shot.
Hutchison said a drone may help
determine whether the animal is
still alive, giving the hunter more in-
formation before deciding when to
continue the search.

Marion-based Superior Whitetail

Trey Hutchison guides his drone
carefully, looking for a harvested
deer.

Habitats also specializes in drone
recovery for deer recovery. Pilot
Brandon Shaw said the view from

»—HUNTERS»>

To Local Fine Dining

| '{:am] 965-5015

Sponsored by

The Marion Tourism

Commission
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above can complement other track-
ing methods, including the use of
dogs. The company has used drone
flights to survey deer on private
property as well.

Finding an animal still depends
on conditions and where it has trav-
eled. A drone does not replace care-
ful tracking or the judgment needed
after a shot. It offers another per-
spective when a search on foot be-
comes difficult, particularly as day-
light fades.

The same ability to scan an area
from above can be useful when a pet
goes missing. Fields and wooded ar-
eas that could take hours to search
on foot may be checked more quick-
ly by a drone pilot, helping owners
focus their efforts.

Drone operators must follow ap-
plicable flight and wildlife rules, and
hunters should check current regu-
lations before arranging a search.
For those looking for a deer or a lost
pet, the technology adds one more
tool to a search that can otherwise
come down to patience and luck.

s g | A

914 5. Main St
(270) 965-3035
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~Proper handllng and‘tﬁ’#

- 'processmg of your deer
—ensures safe,-quality meat
and great tasting meals.
Follow these steps from the =
-field to'your freezer.”

(1 ) FIELD DRESSING

¢ Keep the meat clean and cool.

¢ Remove the guts as soon as
possible.

e Avoid puncturing the
intestines.

o
.-""". . ;%eﬁeb/’

'\-" o Ty

- il

G000 Meat shart, A
utth GOOD habits .

"Mh

¢ Have it professionally
processed or do it yourself
with clean tools.

o Trim all fat and silver skin.

(D) GETITCOOL (4 ) PACK & FREEZE |
* Hang the Deer in ashaded, e Use vacuum-seal bags for
cool place. best quality.

e Get it to a processing facility
or cooler withing a few hours.

e Label with the date and cut.
¢ Keep at 0°F or below.

POPULAR VENISON RECIPES
e Venison Steaks e Deer Chili ® Roast e Jerky ® Summer Sausage

108 5. Main St
(270) 965-7090

McDonalds
1

128 N. Main 5t
(270) 965-5866

g

WAY
214 North Main 5t
(270) 965-3730

500 South Main
(270) 704-2729

Mawrion; KY
515 5. Main 5L
(270) 965-7030

(Plafe
Mealls (it:
FOOD GIANT

Dell

301 Sturgis Rd, Marion

N3 Sturgis Rd

213 Sturgis Rd.

Clvaifabile CIE:
LIBERTY FUELS
FIVESTAR
IDEAL MARKET

www . MarionKentucky.org
www. DiscoverMarion.com

(270) 965-7099

(270) 965-4538

(270) 965-4261
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Game warden trades lake patrols for fall hunting season

As fall hunting seasons
move into full swing, Ken-
tucky game warden Dakota
Lamb is trading summer
days on the lake for patrols
through the forests, fields
and river bottoms of Liv-
ingston and surrounding
counties.

The 22-year-old Living-
ston County native began
his career earlier this year
after earning a college de-
gree and completing 34
weeks of law enforcement
training. He is assigned to
Livingston County but also
helps patrol neighboring
Crittenden and Lyon coun-
ties.

—rt

pliance checks and other
wildlife-related duties.

trainer but decided at age
18 that a career protecting

Lamb spent much of
his first summer check-
ing boaters on Lake Bark-
ley and Kentucky Lake for
safety violations, registra-
tion issues and alcohol use.
His work now shifts toward
deer and waterfowl hunt-
ers, along with fishing com-

Lamb graduated from

Livingston Central High
School in 2021 and attend-
ed the University of the
Cumberlands, where he
played baseball and earned
a bachelor’s degree in crim-
inal justice.

He originally consid-
ered becoming an athletic

Kentucky's fish and wildlife
was a better fit.

“I always kind of consid-
ered it, but when I started
looking into it more, I re-
alized this was the fit for
me,” Lamb said. “Growing
up hunting and fishing, es-
pecially right there in Liv-
ingston County, you've got

more water than you do
anything else.”

After college, Lamb
completed physical fitness
testing, interviews, back-
ground investigations and
other evaluations before
beginning the academy. His
training included 18 weeks
at the Department of Crim-
inal Justice Training Center
in Richmond with other
law enforcement recruits
and 16 weeks of specialized
conservation training.

His arrival also provides
additional coverage in Crit-
tenden County, which has
been without a resident
game warden since long-
time Conservation Officer
Randy Conway retired in
2025.

Although based in Liv-
ingston County, Lamb ex-
pects to spend consider-
able time in Crittenden and
other nearby counties this
fall and winter.
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Specializing In: NON-GMO FEEDS

CUSTOM BELENDS
VWhaolesale - Retail

Redmond Mingrals « DAC Minrals
Dog Food » Fish Food + Bird Food

(PlumBing, Harduware & More

+Farm Gates «Foed Burks «Greonhouse and Produce Supplies
Mital Roafing Fencing Supples

REPORT A POACHER

1-800-25-ALERT

MARION’S ONLY

. FULL-SERVICE
GAS STATION

We take care of our customers!
24 Hour Fuel Island = Recreational Gas

We also have propane

We fill
portable

propane ok
tanks! Looking forward to doing

business with you.
Yoo Busiiess iwill af wﬂﬁb&&ﬂm‘ﬂf&f&d‘.

FILL UP AT THE DELI

Fresh Sandwiches & Pizza

FUELS 8255. Main St. » Marion, KY
we (270) 965-4922

Name Brand
Discount
Grocercies
DISCOUNT N aroconios
__GROCERY J refigeraa

Hwy. 91 North of Marion, KY

(7.5 Miles from Downtown Marian on the Lafi)
HOURS: Mon.-5at. 8§ a.m.-4:30 p.m., Closed SUNDAY
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Sturgis mmzstry shares fmth through hunting, outdoor activities

By David R. Drennan
For The Crittenden Press

Naturalist John Muir
once wrote, “No wonder
the hills and groves were
God's first temples.” Muir,
who often spoke of the
connection between his
faith and his love of nature,
would have found a kindred
spirit in Pastor Troy Black
of Sturgis. For 30 vyears,
Black has shared his faith
through God's Backwoods
Disciples while teaching
young people about the
outdoors and hunting. As
pastor of Woodland Bap-
tist Church in Sturgis, he
also takes that message to
his congregation.

Much of Black’s minis-
try involves taking young
people hunting, often for
the first time. Many do not
have a parent who can go
with them. ‘I developed a
love of the outdoors be-
cause someone took me
as a young person,” Black
explained. He uses their
time in the woods to teach
about the outdoors, explain
safety measures and share
his faith. As a hunter safe-
ty instructor and pastor,
Black is well versed in what
young people need to know,
and their common interest
gives him an opportunity

HUNTING WINDOWS
BY MOON PHASE

NEW MOON

Increased daytime activity

BEST HUNTING:
Early Morning/Late
Afternoon

QUARTER
MOONS

Balanced movement

BEST HUNTING:
Morning/Evening

to share.

Black and his team of
volunteers also host youth
camps and mentored
hunts, giving students a
chance to learn alongside
a trusted adult. During a
weekend camp, students
and volunteers study the
Bible together in campfire
devotionals, go hunting
and share meals. Sunday
includes what Black calls
“Camo church.” While each
camp has only about six
students, Black said about
30 people, including volun-
teers, attend the devotion-
als or participate in some
way. “God’s Backwoods Dis-
ciples hosts several youth
hunts throughout the hunt-

ing season,” Black added.
Black also seeks volun-

teers to assist with men-

tored hunts during youth

hunting seasons. “God’s
Backwoods Disciples sup-
plies the place and weap-
ons for the hunt,” he said.
The hunts give seasoned
hunters a chance to teach
ethical practices, create
memories and share their
faith with a younger gen-
eration.

Black sees wvalue in
mentoring young people
throughout the season.
At least 10 students take
part in the mentoring pro-
gram each year, reaching
personal milestones along
the way. One student har-

e
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2761 S.R. 654 N., Marion
NOWOFFERING
SANDWICHES DAILY
Jams & Jellies
Honey, Maple Syrup

& Sorghum

Bulk Foods « Cheese

vested his first two deer,
his first rabbit and his first
squirrel through the pro-
gram. He now volunteers
with the ministry to help
others.

Students from Critten-
den, Union, Henderson and
Caldwell counties have par-
ticipated in Black's men-
tored hunts. Some have
come from as far away as
east Tennessee and Illinois.
Supporters also help the
ministry by purchasing raf-
fle tickets and participat-
ing in contests. Black has
planned a mentored squir-
rel hunt in which teams of
two compete to see who
can bag the most squirrels.

Black’s role as a mentor
and teacher extends to
Youth Outdoor Days, an
event centered on outdoor
activities. At one event,
more than 75 students
learned about those activi-
ties and heard a message of

faith. “My heart has always
been the same — to use
God’s creation as a bridge
to introduce people to Je-
sus Christ and encourage
them to develop a person-
al relationship with Him,”
Black said.

At  Woodland Baptist
Church, Black continues
to build relationships with
his congregation through
outdoor activities. The

Closed Sunday |

eachys)
utcher
lock

e DEER

MARVIN BEACHY
1876 Lilly Dale Rd.
Marion, Ky. 42064

church has held a clay pi-
geon shooting contest as a
family outreach event and
themed its vacation Bible
school around archery. “It
wasn't just about shoot-
ing clay targets or eating
together — it was about
building relationships and
creating opportunities for
people to experience Chris-
tian fellowship,” Black said.

PROCESSING
SUMMER SAUSAGE
BOLOGNA » JERKY

]

Get Youwr Own
Moot Back!

(270) 969-8308
(270) 969-8435

Candy’s ‘Kitchen

- 270) 965-0200

Hours of ﬂflﬂ!‘l‘!ﬁﬂl‘l:
Tues.-Sat., 6:30 a.m.-8 p.m.,
Sun. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

1890 US 60 East, Marion, Ky.
whwrw. [aca book. comicandyakitchanmarion
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365 Rooster Ln., Marion, KY

OPEN 6 DAYS
6 a.m.-9 p.m., Monday-Saturday + Mo Sunday Drop OH

CUSTOM PROCESSING

Beef Deer Pork
Skin, Cool & Process 125 - Caping 60
WA i i th
I:I:-|unt;3‘rs?DEEr&§ ﬁﬂn?;;; Prigra[l"la _E)emg’»tmn Cw ;ﬂﬂﬂ#
nats I an I
O N charge 1o the nunter | need to be deboned

* Master Taxidermist
with multiple state &
national world titles

= (Qut of state transport
available

Todd Lucas, Owner

S900 ... Standard Mount
51,000 Pedestal Mount
5200 .. Euro

$100 ... Skinning & Deboning

1506 S.R.1901, Masion, KY

(270) 704-1826

Hours: 8 a.m.-9 p.m,

- HOME
TﬂﬂLE

s— © Plumbi
"~ ©_Electrica
® Paint

e Building Supplies
¢,Hardware -
) Hnra :

H&

& HAHDWMIE e

PLLIMEEHG "

314 Sturgis Rd.,
Marion

1124 N Main 5t.,
Sturgis



https://www.facebook.com/hhsupply/

READING RUBS, SCRAPES & TRACKS

DEER LEAVE CLVES — LEARN TO READ THE SIGNS,

TRACKS

SCRAPES _

e Caused by bucks rubbing ® Bucks paw the ground,
antlers (usually in Fall and leaving a bare spot and
Winter). scent.

pointed than back
hooves.

e Front hooves are more

¢ Look for shredded bark,
fresh wood and height
(often 3-6 feet).

¢ Rubs are often found along
trails, field edges and near
bedding areas.

number of deer.
= NS,

Fecsn eves -~y Py TP et

ACTIVE B ) NEARBY!

e Often found near trails,
field edges and in open
areas.

¢ Look for hair, dirt and a "U"
shaped mark in the leaves.

* | ook for size and

sharp).

freshness (edges will be

e Tracks can tell you the
direction of travel and

(REEK

WHITETAILS, LLC
Specialistin Trophy Archery
DEER HUNTS
Ryan Bulle * (518) 929-5164

355 Mount Zion Church Road, Marion, KY

OBSERVE + LOOK FOR PATTERNS + HUNT SMARTER

11 ] [T 1T W1
Metal Hﬂﬂflng,

1
ORDERNOW,.5:55
FAEFIIEATED ON SITE
D
GAUGE STEEL AVAILABLE!

#1 Metal in 32 Colors

Available in Smooth and Texture
adong with inderiar liner panad
and acnylec coaled galvalume.

How sppiying. DRIPSTOR CORDENGATION CONTROL
& STEEL SHIELD URDERLAYMENT

o mralal panaly upen regusal

WE OFFER:
= Crinéde Firgsh Metal = Metal pansets =« Metal tim istiencerd ana custom)
* M al rociing ACTEREONgs fubhls imulalion, soof lafing, chomass, scrows, ol boots, snow guasds, cak, ok |

* Poda bam shider door parts

OUR STEEL IS GUARANTEED T0 BE MADE W
THE H .‘L nm'rmuﬁqnmmm

= WMon Bl Mogeon, ek

{2?[]} 965-5803

DLUECHARE MOTAL PRODUCTS  DOpsd Mon P Bam4:30 o m, Sshisdsy by appolnimen

READY FOR THE BEST
HUNTING SEASON EVER?

TRUE COMFORT

CABINS, GARAGES, STORAGE
BUILDINGS & HUNTING BLINDS

LSC Structures

(270) 704-5430
3 LOCATIONS NOW

704 S. Main St.
Marion, KY

306 Marion Rd.
Princeton, KY

1563 U.S. 62
Eddyville, Ky



https://lscstructures704.wixsite.com/lscstructures

WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE

HUNTING | RANCH | FARM | TIMBER

READY TO SELL
g YOUR PROPERTY?

1RD tMRK

S LET’S TALK »
contslitios vopan B AN N D SALES

OF WHITETAIL PROPERT'.E.S
SN ALY CT'ONS

MARK WILLIAMS
WESTERN KENTUCKY
LAND SPECIALIST

270.439.8021

WHITETAILPROPERTIES.
RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.

Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC DBA Whitetail Properties, DBA
Whitetail Properties Real Estate. Licensed in KY - Derek Fisher, Broker.



http://www.whitetailproperties.com
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Discover Kentucky S

HIDDEN TREASURES in MARION, KY
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ool yEaaLE Miﬁlou
at the Farmers Market Em."i D IS C G D LF
COURSE g

JUST THROW IT.

May-September

in the Marion Commons

Register before killing deer at

Hodges Sports & Apparel in |
Marion to be eligible for the 28

$1,000 CASH
JACKPOT

www.MarionKentucky.org Award made after Jan. 15
wwhw. DiscoverMarion.com Proceeds benefit Community Christmas

TEAM il For mere information and contest rules

Call 1-800-755-0361 t onli t
KENTUCK"{ wwmﬂnnﬁt::&‘:;r;“g ol

Stop by and pick up a copy
of the Amish Map and Marion Guidee
Marion Tourism
Commission at the
Marion Welcome Center
213 S Main St, Marion, KY

(270) 965-5015
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