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	 Clifford “Skip” West, age 88, of Princeton, passed away August 
25, 2026 at Caldwell Medical Center.
	 Skip was born December 15, 1937 to the late Jasper N. and Bertha 
L. Merrick West. Skip was a proud United States Army veteran and 
a man who dedicated much of his life to helping others. He had a 
compassionate heart, especially for those who were struggling or 
less fortunate, and he believed in giving people a helping hand when 
they needed it most.
	 Skip played an instrumental role in helping young people facing 
addiction find their way through difficult times and overcome the 
challenges they faced. His willingness to listen, encourage, and sup-
port others made a lasting difference in many lives.

	 One of Skip’s greatest loves was his dog, Rocky. Their bond was special, and Rocky was a cher-
ished part of Skip’s life and heart.
	 Skip will be remembered for his service to his country, his generosity toward others and his 
dedication to helping young people. His kindness and the lives he touched will not be forgotten. 
He will be deeply missed.
	 He is survived by his loving daughter, Paula West of Lexington; a host of nieces and nephews.
	 In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his first wife, Betty L. West; second 
wife, Lauren K. West; sisters, LaVerne Couch and Carol Lewis.
	 Visitation will be held from 1:00 pm until 3:00 pm Sunday, August 30, 2026 at Morgan’s Funer-
al Home.
	 Funeral services will be held at 3:00 pm Sunday, August 30, 2026 at Morgan’s Funeral Home. 
Burial will follow with military honors at Blue Spring Church Cemetery in Caldwell County.
	 Expressions of sympathy may be made to the Caldwell County Animal Shelter, 489 Baker Hill 
Road, Princeton, KY 42445.

CLIFFORD “SKIP” WEST, 88
	 Ryan Wayne Barnett, age 44, passed away August 28, 2026.
	 Ryan was born December 1, 1981, to the late Ralph Wayne and 
Claudette Scott Barnett.
	 Ryan was a loving family member, a loyal friend, and someone 
who knew how to enjoy the simple things in life. He treasured qual-
ity time with his family and made memories that will be cherished 
forever.
	 Ryan enjoyed playing basketball with his friends, listening to good 
music, and sharing plenty of laughs along the way. A self-proclaimed 
“foodie”, Ryan truly loved to eat and never turned down an opportu-
nity to enjoy a good meal.
	 Ryan will be remembered for his love of family, friendship, music, 

basketball, good food, and the moments that brought people together. He will be deeply missed 
and forever loved by all who knew him.
	 He is survived by his adored daughters, Olivia Barnett, Alexandria Taylor and Gracie Taylor all 
of Clarksville, TN; and one grandson, Kingston Taylor.
	 He was preceded in death by his parents, Ralph and Claudette Scott Barnett.
	 Visitation will be held from 11:00 am until 1:00 pm Thursday, September 3, 2026, at Morgan’s 
Funeral Home.
	 Funeral services will be held at 1:30 pm Thursday, September 3, 2026, at Piney Grove Ceme-
tery in Caldwell County.
	 Expressions of sympathy may be made toward funeral expenses at www.morgansfuneralhome.
com.

RYAN WAYNE BARNETT, 44

OBITUARIES ARE ALWAYS 
FREE IN THE BANNER

	 James Henry Guill, age 79, lovingly known as Jimmy, passed away 
on August 27, 2026, in Dawson Springs, Kentucky, surrounded by 
his family. He was born on July 23, 1947, in Princeton, to the late 
Marshall and Bertha Cain Guill. He will be remembered as a man 
who loved deeply, laughed easily, and found joy in life’s simple 
blessings.
	 Jimmy worked as a plumber and also spent many years with Fort-
ner’s Gas Co., where he worked faithfully as s service technician 
until his retirement. He built his life through hard work, determina-
tion, and steady commitment. He had an exceptional gift for math 
and was known for his precision and attention to detail. When Jim-
my installed ductwork, it wasn’t simply done well—it was done per-

fectly. He took great pride in his work and believed that if a job was worth doing, it was worth 
doing right.
	 He enjoyed the things that brought happiness and comfort to everyday life. Jimmy loved danc-
ing and had a special love for all varieties of music including bluegrass and country music. He 
also loved driving and treasured the freedom and pleasure it gave him. A member of White Sul-
pher Baptist Church, he was Baptist in faith. He was known as a jokester who loved to laugh, and 
that spirit of humor and warmth made him a pleasure to be around. He loved a simple life, and in 
that simplicity he found contentment.
	 Above all, Jimmy’s life was rooted in family. He is survived by his sons: Michael Eugene Guill 
(Tammy) of Princeton, John Guill (Stacey) of Dawson Springs, and daughter-in-law, Shelby Guill. 
He is also survived by his brother, Michael Guill; his sister, Janie Fraliex; his brother-in-law, Jerry 
Stephens; and his sister-in-law, Sandra Guill, thirteen grandchildren, twenty-seven great grand-
children and one great, great grandchild. Each of them carries forward cherished memories of his 
laughter, his presence, and the many ordinary moments that became precious because they were 
shared with him.
	 In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his wife of 31 years, Deloris Ann Guill; 
his son, James Leon Guill; his brothers, Jackie Guill and Junior Guill; his sister, Brenda Stephens; 
his grandson, Michael Tyler Guill; and great granddaughter, Marley Hays. Their memories re-
mained an important part of his life and story, and now he rests with those who went before him.
	 Visitation will be held Monday, August 31, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at Goodman 
Funeral Home. Visitation will resume Tuesday, September 1, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. until the fu-
neral service at 1:00 p.m. at the funeral home, with Bro. Mike Franklin and Bro. Ira Guill offici-
ating. Burial will follow at Meeks Cemetery in Princeton, Kentucky.
	 Jimmy will be remembered for his humor, his love of music and dancing, his hardworking na-
ture, and the steady way he lived his life. May his memory bring comfort to those who knew and 
loved him.

JAMES HENRY GUILL, 79

	 Anna Dean Hammond, age 86, of Princeton, passed away on Au-
gust 27, 2026, in Princeton. She was born the daughter of the late 
Cecil Hobby and Dorothy Gray Hobby on January 21, 1940, in 
Princeton. She was a member of Cedar Bluff Baptist Church. She 
lived a life marked by her faithful service to her community, and 
steady professional accomplishment.
	 After earning a bachelor’s degree from Murray State University, 
Anna Dean worked for the State of Kentucky as a Certified Public 
Accountant and retired after her years of service. She gave gener-
ously of her time and leadership, serving as the School Board Chair-
man of Caldwell County for several years and also as chairman of 
the Board of Education for the State of Kentucky.

	 Anna Dean is survived by her son, Michael Hammond (Suzann) of Shreveport and her daughter, 
Cecile Mitchell (Roger) of Princeton. She also leaves behind her grandchildren, Rachel Noonan 
(Leo) of Oak Grove, Amanda Irwin (Tim) of Stafford, Virginia, Sarah Wooldridge (Steve) Shreve-
port, Louisiana, and Matthew Hammond (Catie) of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Her legacy continues 
through her great-grandchildren, Makayla, Brady, Conner Irwin of Stafford, Virginia, Daniel 
Mitchell of Oak Grove, Kentucky, Carter, Luke, Halle, Ryan Wooldridge of Shreveport, Louisi-
ana, and Jack, Emma, and Lucy Hammond of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, each of whom was part of 
the family she cherished.
	 In addition to her parents, Anna was preceded in death by her husband, Malchom Ray “Ryder” 
Hammond, with whom she shared 64 years of marriage.
	 Private graveside services to be held at a later date.
	 In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Cedar Bluff Baptist Church, PO Box 105, Princ-
eton, KY 42445 or Gideon International, Lyon Caldwell Gideons, PO Box 254, Princeton, KY 
42445.

ANNA DEAN HAMMOND, 86
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	 Angela Renee Parmer, known lovingly to many as Angie, age 48, 
passed away at her home on September 1, 2026, surrounded by her 
family. She was born on November 29, 1977, in Paducah and lived 
a life marked by joy, faith, and deep love for the people around her. 
Fun loving, kind, and full of life, Angie brought warmth and bright-
ness wherever she went.
	 For the first 6 years of her life, Angie lived in Metropolis, Illinois 
before moving to Kentucky. She later graduated from Murray High 
School, an important milestone in a life filled with perseverance and 
grace. Angie was a Down syndrome survivor for 48 years, and those 
who knew her saw in her a spirit of strength, courage, and enduring 
joy.

	 Angela was a believer in Christ and was baptized in Jesus’ name. Her faith was central to her 
life, and she never went anywhere without her Bible. She was a member of Cornerstone of Faith 
Ministries in Princeton, Kentucky.
	 Music brought Angela great happiness. She loved Jason Crabb, the Gaither Vocal Band, country 
music, and contemporary gospel music. She was also a huge fan of Elvis Presley. Jason Crabb 
held a special place in her heart, and she tried to see him anytime he came to the local area. An-
gela also loved shopping at thrift stores and Goodwill, and she found comfort and peace in raising 
rabbits and chickens.
	 Angela enjoyed being with others and treasured family outings and vacations. She was active 
with Caldwell County Special Olympics, where she participated as a cheerleader during basket-
ball season and was also a member of the bowling team.
	 She is survived by her sisters, Kristal Story (Jackie) of Princeton and Cassey Wilkins (Travis) 
of Metropolis; her brother, Rickey Parmer II (Samantha) of Metropolis; her stepmother, Mary 
Parmer of Metropolis; her nieces, Meagan Duncan (Travis) of Grand Rivers and Ashley Story of 
Madisonville; her great nieces: Abigail Ruch, Matilda Ruch, and Elijah Duncan.
	 She was preceded in death by her father, Rick Parmer, and her mother, Mary Boney.
	 Angela will be remembered for her lively spirit, her devotion to her faith, her love of music, and 
the joy she found in family, friendship, and the simple things that made life beautiful. Her mem-
ory will remain a blessing to all who knew and loved her.
	 In lieu of flowers, donations in memory of Angie can be made to: Cornerstone of Faith Min-
istries, 203 N. Harrison St., Princeton, KY 42445. Caldwell County Animal Shelter, 489 Baker 
Hill Rd, Princeton, KY 42445. Caldwell County Special Olympics, in C/O Vickie Purcell, 5551 
Sandlick Rd., Dawson Springs, KY 42408
	 A Celebration of Life will be held at a later time.

ANGELA RENEE PARMER, 48
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LYON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

	 •	 On Sunday, August 23, 2026, around 
1:41pm, Sheriff Brent White, KSP State 
Troopers, and KDFWR Game Wardens were 
dispatched to a complaint of a domestic dis-
turbance, reportedly with shots fired, on 
Hopewell Road. The investigation revealed 
there was a domestic dispute at a residence 
on Hopewell Road and firearms were in-
volved, but no shots had been taken. Three 
adults were later arrested by Sheriff White. 
All three were armed with handguns at the 
time of their arrest.
	 Those arrested included, Chase A. Wren 
(28) of Boaz, after it was determined he en-
gaged in a verbal dispute which led to a phys-
ical confrontation involving two females at 
the residence, one of which he pointed his 
firearm at and made threats to the harm the 
female. Wren was charged with two counts 
of Assault-4th Degree (domestic violence) 
Minor Injury, Wanton Endangerment-1st De-
gree (firearm), and Interfering with Commu-
nications. The latter charge was lodged due 
to Wren taking the cellular phone of one of 
the victims and putting it in his truck so she 
could not call 9-1-1 for assistance.
	 Also arrested were Andrena A. Soto (32) of 
Kuttawa. She was charged with one count of 
Assault-4th Degree (domestic violence) Mi-
nor Injury. In addition, she was charged with 
Violation of Conditions of Release due to her 
having contact and communication and be-
ing in the accompaniment with Dominick D. 
West of Calvert City, whom she was prohib-
ited from by a Marshall District Court Order 
following an unrelated domestic violence ar-
rest in that county on August 2, 2026.
	 Lastly, Dominick D. West (26) of Calvert 
City was also arrested and charged with Vi-
olation of Conditions of Release due to him 
having contact and communication and being 
in the accompaniment with Andrena A. Soto 
of Kuttawa, whom he was prohibited from 
by a Marshall District Court Order following 
an unrelated domestic violence arrest in that 
county on August 2, 2026.
	 All the victims who were assaulted in this 
incident declined medical transport at the 
scene. Sheriff White was assisted at the scene 
by Lyon County EMS, KSP, and KDFWR. 
All three offenders were lodged in the Crit-
tenden County Detention Center. 
	 •	 On Wednesday, August 26, 2026, just 
after 8am, Chief Deputy Sam Adams re-
sponded to a single vehicle collision on Jack 
Thomason Road. His investigation revealed 
a 2021 Toyota Venza, driven by Lisa Brasher 
(55) of Kuttawa was West on Jack Thoma-
son Road when a deer entered the roadway. 
Brasher attempted to avoid the animal and 
lost control of her vehicle. Her vehicle left 
the roadway and came to rest in a ditch. Lyon 
County EMS transported Brasher to an area 
hospital for her injuries. The Kuttawa Fire 
Department and Lyon County EMS assisted 
Chief Deputy Adams at the scene.  
	 •	 On Wednesday, August 26, 2026, just 
after 5:30pm, Deputy Kip Darnell arrested 
William T. Kirby (45) of Eddyville on a com-
plaint warrant charging him with DUI-2nd 
Offense (aggravating circumstance). Kirby 

was the driver of a single vehicle, injury col-
lision on Titus Road near the KY 818N inter-
section on June 20th. He received extensive 
injuries in the collision and was airlifted to 
an out of state hospital. Deputy Luke Fraley’s 
investigation determined he was operating 
his motorcycle with a blood alcohol concen-
tration (BAC) over .24. Kirby was lodged in 
the Crittenden County Detention Center.
	 •	 On Thursday, August 27, 2026, around 
5:17pm, Deputy Luke Fraley stopped a ve-
hicle in Eddyville for expired registration. A 
roadside investigation determined the opera-
tor, Justin H. Phillips (24) of Marion, was un-
der the influence of an intoxicating substance. 
He was arrested by Deputy Kip Darnell and 
charged with DUI-1st Offense, No/Expired 
Registration Plates, No/Expired Registration 
Receipt, Criminal Simulation-2nd Degree, 
and Possession of Open Alcoholic Beverage 
Container in Motor Vehicle. The criminal 
simulation charge is in reference to a sub-
stance Phillips possessed on his person, in or-
der to pass a drug screen. Phillips was lodged 
in the Crittenden County Detention Center.
	 •	 On Friday, August 28, 2026, around 
8am, Deputies served a Franklin District 
Court bench warrant on Larry W. Thom-
as (47) of Georgetown, charging him with 
Non-payment of Court Costs, Fees, or Fines. 
Thomas awaits extradition back to Franklin 
County.
	 •	 On Saturday, August 29, 2026, around 
11:25pm, Deputy Bradley Dunning, Deputy 
Luke Fraley and Deputy Bobby Beeler an-
swered a complaint of a reckless driver in 
Kuttawa. They located the vehicle on Beech 
Street and following a roadside investigation, 
Deputy Dunning arrested Daniel Remon (40) 
of Ft. Lauderdale, FL and charged him with 
DUI-1st Offense (aggravating circumstance). 
Remon was later lodged in the Crittenden 
County Detention Center.

PRINCETON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

	 08/28/2026 - 5:42 PM Officers charged Na-
than B. Henson, 52 of Clarksville TN at the 
jail with being a Fugitive on the strength of a 
Parole Violation Warrant out of Tennessee.
	 08/28/2026 - 6:58 PM Officers arrest-
ed Rickey S. Winn, 27 of Princeton on two 
active Caldwell County Bench Warrants 
charging him with two counts of Failure to 
Pay or Appear on misdemeanor offenses. He 
was lodged in the Caldwell County Jail.
	 08/29/2026 - 1:45 PM Officers served a 
Crittenden County Bench Warrant at the jail 
to Brandi L. Bailey, 43 of Princeton charging 
her with Non-Payment of Fines on a traffic 
offense. 
	 08/29/2026 - 5:28 PM Officers arrested Tris-
tian M. Bender, 30 of Princeton on an active 
Caldwell County Bench Warrant charging 
her with Contempt of Court on misdemeanor 
offenses. Bender was lodged in the Caldwell 
County Jail.
	 08/29/2026 - 9:51 PM Officers received a 
report of a female causing a disturbance in 
the area of Cherry Street. Officers made con-
tact with Hannah Joyce, 25 of Princeton and 
observed her screaming and being disorderly. 
Officers determined that she was under the in-

fluence of intoxicants. Joyce resisted officers 
and would not cooperate with officers when 
trying to help her. Joyce was taken into cus-
tody and charged with Disorderly Conduct 
2nd Degree, Public Intoxication – Controlled 
Substance, and Resisting Arrest.
	 08/30/2026 - 9:52 PM Officers responded to 
a residence near the 200 block of Hawthorne 
Street for a domestic disturbance. Officers 
made contact with Celeste M. Bejarano, 35 
and Marlon Towns, 49 both from Princeton. 
Investigation revealed that a physical alterca-
tion had occurred. Both Bejarano and Towns 
were taken into custody and charged with 
Assault 4th Degree Domestic Violence. They 
were lodged in the Caldwell County Jail.
	 08/31/2026 - 12:15 PM Officers served a 
Caldwell County Indictment Warrant at the 
jail to James Patten, 63 of Princeton charging 
him with Theft by Unlawful Taking (shop-
lifting) and Theft by Unlawful Taking (over 
$1,000.00). 
	 09/01/2026 - 7:00 AM Officers responded 
to the jail in reference to a report of an inmate 
stealing another inmate’s phone minutes. Isa-
iah D. Boyd, 19 of Princeton, was charged 
with Theft by Unlawful Taking and Unlawful 
Access to Computer 3rd Degree. Boyd was 
given a court date.
	 09/01/2026 - 4:02 PM Officers attempted a 
traffic stop on North Donnivan Street for a 
vehicle being operated by Demetrius L. Hol-
lowell, 57 of Princeton who does not have a 
valid operator’s license. Hollowell refused 
to stop and attempted to strike a police offi-
cer when fleeing. The pursuit led through the 
north side of town, into the Cedar Hill Ceme-
tery, onto Dawson Road, and ultimately end-
ing in Dawson Springs in a parking lot. The 
Caldwell County Sheriff’s Office assisted in 
the pursuit and apprehension. Hollowell was 
taken into custody and he was found to be in 
possession of methamphetamine, drug para-

phernalia, and an open container of alcohol.
Hollowell was charged with the following: 
Fleeing or Evading Police 1st Degree (motor 
vehicle), No Operators License, No Registra-
tion Plate, No Registration Receipt, Failure 
of Owner to Maintain Insurance, Failure to 
Register Transfer of Motor Vehicle, Speeding 
(greater than 26 mph over the limit), Reckless 
Driving, Disregarding Stop Sign (6 counts), 
Failure to Signal (7 counts), Wanton Endan-
germent 1st Degree (Police Officer, 3 counts), 
Wanton Endangerment 1st Degree (5 Counts), 
Trafficking in Controlled Substance 1st De-
gree 2nd or greater Offense (meth), Tamper-
ing with Physical Evidence, DUI, Possession 
of Open Alcohol Container in Motor Vehicle, 
Failure to Wear Seat Belts, and Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia. Hollowell was lodged in 
the in the Caldwell County Jail.
	 09/02/2026 - 11:00 AM Officers charged 
Ashley Warhurst, 45 of Clarksville with be-
ing a Fugitive from Another State on the 
strength of an extraditable felony warrant out 
of Montgomery, Tennessee. Warhurst was al-
ready lodged in the in the Caldwell County 
Jail.
	 09/02/2026 - 12:10 PM Officers arrested 
Jaxon Towery, 21 of Fredonia on a Caldwell 
County Arrest Warrant charging him with As-
sault 4th Degree (domestic violence no vis-
ible injury), Wanton Endangerment 1st  De-
gree, and Criminal Mischief 2nd Degree. The 
charges stem from an investigation conduct-
ed by the Caldwell County Sheriff’s Office. 
Towery was lodged in the Caldwell County 
Jail.
	 09/02/2026 - 8:05 PM Officers arrested 
Lacy Cartwright, 28 of Princeton on a Cald-
well County Bench Warrant charging her with 
Failure to Appear on a misdemeanor offense. 
Cartwright was lodged in the Caldwell Coun-
ty Jail.

LOCAL POLICE AND SHERIFF REPORTS
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100 Medical Center Drive • Princeton, KY 42445 • 270-365-0300 • caldwellmedical.com

Before the school year begins, make your child's health a priority. 
Regular checkups keep vaccinations up-to-date, monitor growth 
and development, identify concerns before they become bigger 
problems, and provide required school and sports physicals, all 
to help ensure they're ready for a healthy, successful school year!

These primary care visits are also a valuable opportunity to talk 
with a provider about your child's nutrition, sleep, emotional well-
being, medication management, and healthy habits that support 
learning and lifelong health.

Whether you're establishing care for the first time or scheduling 
a back-to-school visit, Caldwell Medical is here for your family. 
Contact one of our clinic locations today to schedule your 
child's checkup!

Pack the Backpack. We’ll Handle the Rest.
Make Sure Your Kids Are Healthy for the School Year!

Family Medicine Clinic - Eddyville
270-388-6054

Family Medicine Clinic - Fredonia
270-545-3386

Family Medicine Clinic - Princeton
270-365-1225

Internal Medicine & Pediatrics
270-365-3343

Ready. Set. School!

caldwellmedical.com/primary-care
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	 We arrived in Hamburg, Germany just after 
dark from Amsterdam. Walking a street a few 
blocks from the train station, we passed by a 
group of Middle-Eastern men. One was heard 
saying “Americans!”
	 Later my traveling friend told me they fol-
lowed us. This was a little over a year before 
the 9/11 terrorist attack on America.  We lat-
er learned that the terrorist staged in Ham-
burg and I will always wonder if those men 
we passed on the street and followed us were 
some of those hijackers. 
	 Had they attacked us the possibility of their 
plans being discovered was extreme. That 
may have been what prevented trouble with 
those six men. We’ll never know for sure.
The morning of September 11, I had been to 
a local hardware store. When I pulled into the 
driveway, wife Margie came running out tell-
ing me “America is being attacked!” 
	 We sat at the TV watching the disaster un-
fold and I remember thinking “I’m sure glad 
we’re here in our Western Kentucky home 
and not in New York.” A year before to the 
day we had been in New York with another 
couple.
	 The size of the World Trade Towers was 
overwhelming to this country boy. A work 
of architectural design, engineering and con-
struction expertise, the towers were an im-
pressive work of artistic design.
	 Early in the morning of September 12th, we 
received a call from our Disaster Relief team 
leader. Our team was headed to New York 
“tonight” and we were needed.
	 We loaded up our gear, which we kept 
packed for immediate call-outs, and left home 
bound for New York. We were to meet the DR 
convoy in Ashland, Kentucky but by the time 
we arrived they had already left. 
	 We drove through the night but never caught 
up with them. We discovered at Raritan Val-
ley church in New Jersey the next morning, 
they had stopped on the interstate to sleep and 
we had passed them. The DR convoy arrived 
a few hours later.
	 Total confusion was the perfect descriptor 
for the next few days. Finally on Friday of 
that week, national DR found us a place to set 
up, under the Brooklyn Bridge on the Brook-
lyn side of the East River.
	 The following is an excerpt from my article 
published September 2022:
	 “We crossed the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge 
in the middle of the night, after one a.m. As 
we crossed the bridge, to the left, the Statue 
of Liberty was visible. Beyond her, we could 
see the smoke blowing out over the water 
from the destroyed twin towers. I remember 
saying to wife Margie, “Our world is changed 
forever.” Little did I know how accurate that 
statement actually was.
	 We arrived in the city about two in the morn-
ing. The streets were not deserted at that time 
of night as I would have expected. Several 
people standing and talking waved at us as 
we approached our destination. 

	 A silence existed in the city that was surreal. 
There were no sirens, horns, people chatter-
ing or construction noises as we had heard on 
previous trips. A pall of death, fear and ap-
prehension hung over Manhattan like a dense 
cloud.
	 America, once again, went to war. Retalia-
tion seemed logical, but the terrorists thought 
their attack was retaliation. They saw Amer-
ica as the invading force when we attacked 
Saddam Hussain’s Republican Guard in Ku-
wait in 1991. By invading their sacred land, 
the fight was on. 
	 It is not my place to say if that was right or 
wrong but it started a fight that would last for 
generations. Actually, I should say it contin-
ued a fight that began 4000 years ago between 
Sarah and Hagar (Genesis 21: 10). Always re-
member, everyone is a terrorist to someone.”
	 Once in New York City, we set up the mobile 
kitchen unit to be ready to prepare breakfast 
for first responders by morning. The unit was 
capable of preparing 15,000 meals per day. 
Later, intelligence determined the Brooklyn 
Bridge was considered for a second New 
York target.
	 We camped out in a warehouse under the 
bridge. It was full of supplies sent in by civ-
ic groups, churches, fire departments, school 
children and many others. We were told there 
were seven such warehouses around the city. 
	 We had gone to New York in our Nissan 
pick-up. We were drafted to haul supplies to 
Ground Zero. There was a fireman from Lou-
isville with us. The three of us crammed into 
the front of the Nissan. Most loads were tak-
en between midnight and dawn. We hauled 
gloves, coffee, lip balm, side grinders, sledge 
hammers, cheese crackers, peanut butter and 
anything else the site workers needed. 
	 Near Ground Zero, even after a week or 
more, there was a smell in the air. Several 
times we smelled human flesh burning. We 
had grit in our teeth and probably in our lungs. 
Walking down a street near the site, even at 
night, we could see thick layers of gray, pow-
dery concrete dust through store windows. 
	 The on-site workers to whom we delivered 
supplies did not talk. When I asked where to 
put supplies, they usually just pointed. The 
only response I remember was a statement of 
appreciation when we delivered coffee pots 
and coffee. 
	 We had little rest time during the days. 
During the day, barricades were blocking the 
site several blocks out from Ground Zero.”
	 All in all, our experience could be described 
as horrible, yet we saw a building of Ameri-
can patriotism and resolve not seen in many 
years. “United we stand, divided we fall.”
	 Since then I have been accused of promot-
ing Christian Nationalism for America. While 
that is not my intention, we must understand 
one of our most precious freedoms is freedom 
of religion. Lest we forget our experiences on 
9/11, we must not forget the religion America 
was founded on was Christianity. 
	 Christians should promote freedom from 
the penalty of sin as a faith based belief in 
Christ Jesus, crucified and resurrected.
	 Van Yandell is a retired Industrial Arts 
teacher, an ordained gospel evangelist and 
missionary. His email is vmy3451@gmail.
com.

The Day Our World Changed 
Forever: 9/11, 2001

Van Yandell
Contributing 

Writer

	 Today we are going to venture into the 
kitchen for a little bit and talk about some 
of our favorite things. If you thought I was 
going to say recipes, you would only par-
tially be right. Actually, I am talking about 
foods in general and how their preparation 
can make or break them.
	 I grew up with a grandfather who farmed 
and of course grew a garden that was a major 
supplier of their food for the winter months. 
I may not have a green thumb or be able to 
grow anything, but I certainly know what I 
like to eat and where it comes from.
	 Both of my grandmothers were excel-
lent food preservers, canning lots of vegeta-
bles to have for the winter months. If it was 
grown in the garden, then they knew how to 
preserve it for the many meals that would be 
served when growing season was long past.
	 My maternal grandparents grew more 
of a truck patch than a garden. This meant 
there was plenty to eat and lots to put up or 
can. I loved green means and still do. I have 
heard people berate the fact they have to be 
snapped, but I love snapping them. Many 
days I would sit in the swing with Gran-
ny and we would snap tons of beans to be 
cooked and canned.
	 With several rows of new potatoes, many 
of the green beans cans also contained the 
new potatoes. Yummy. Black-eyed peas 
were also a good thing to eat and can. Gran-
ny always used her pressure cooker when 
she was canning those garden gems.
	 We must not forget tomatoes. I helped 
gather tomatoes at both of my grandparents’ 
places. They were good to eat, but they were 
excellent to can and have a cellar full of jars 
with which to make soups, casseroles, spa-
ghetti and just plain tomatoes. They were al-
ways used to make some of the best stews, 
soups and chili.
	 Corn was a more time-intensive vegetable 
to prepare for canning. It had to be shucked 
and cut off the cob to fill the jars that would 
supply many a good meal during the winter.
	 As a child, I didn’t care for squash, but it 
too was prepared for the winter in the jars. 
Just recently have I found any interest in 
squash at all. I don’t like it mushy and only 
want to cut it in slices and fry it in the skillet 
with butter only. Now I have learned it is a 
welcome offering on the plate.
	 When the strawberries came in, they had 
to be made into preserves, as did the apples 
and cherries. Grapes grown in the arbor were 
always made into jelly to be smeared on hot 
biscuits with butter. The pear tree was the 
producer of great pears used to make pre-
serves.

	 Granny often made a few cans of goose 
berries. I really liked them. They could be 
used in cobblers or I liked them. I almost 
forgot about peaches, but that was a partic-
ular favorite of mine and there were always 
cans of them in the cellar for a good old cob-
bler or peach preserves.
	 Not only were the vegetables canned for 
another season, but my grandfather grew 
pigs and cows that were used for meat for 
the winter. He had a smoke house in which 
the meats were salted and hung. There was 
always country ham, bacon and sausage in 
sacks made to put the sausage in hanging 
there. Beef was mostly canned or frozen af-
ter freezers became more common.
	 Mamaw, daddy’s mom, did all her cook-
ing on an old wood stove. I never figured out 
how she managed to raise her family with 
a stove that you couldn’t turn to a lower or 
higher setting, but she was a master of it. I 
have to tell you that on that old stove, she 
made biscuits. The biscuits might be really 
hard on the outside, but once you cut them 
open the insides were like angel hair and so 
good.
	 When I was at Granny’s the drink of choice 
for me was Kool-Aid. She kept all my favor-
ite flavors and lemonade was also popular 
there. Mamaw was a tea making machine. I 
love tea, but she made it with tea leaves and 
if you weren’t careful, it was strong enough 
to curl your hair. If I drank her tea, I had to 
have a half glass of water and half a glass of 
tea. It was really stout.
	 Seasons of the year always meant that 
some foods were going to be really enjoyed. 
As a child, we would go to Granny’s and on 
a Sunday afternoon, she would stir up a rec-
ipe of homemade ice cream using some of 
the fruits.
	 There were no electric freezers, but the 
old wooden one was perfect. You put the 
recipe in the canister and added salt and 
ice around the canister. Then a blanket was 
placed on top of the freezer and I sat on it 
until the cranked ice cream was done. Any-
body could crank the freezer until it began 
to get hard. When that happened my grand-
daddy finished it off. Then I was moved, the 
blanket removed, and the canister pulled out, 
the good stuff was about to happen.
	 Here came the colored dishes full of the 
cold stuff that you scream, I scream, we all 
screamed for ice cream.
	 Those were the days. I even remember 
building a fire in the area by the house and 
roasting hot dogs and marshmallows. That 
was the best food in the world. I still like a 
good roasted hot dog. 
	 The thing that I remember aside from the 
awesome food, was the love and fellowship 
shared with those who shared their labors of 
love and stories of days gone by. Sometimes 
I would just like to be able to do that one 
more time.
	 Thanks for reading. Until next time, God 
bless each of you is my prayer. 
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