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Out of the blue is an expression for surprise,
But out of the blue is something else I surmise.

For CCHS spirit colors include blue for one,
And out of the blue graduates they become.

Greatness�like doctors, pharmacists, lawyers and engineers, too�
Have come from this school from out of the blue.

Yes, even for NASA our graduates are landing.
They lead our armed forces with service outstanding.

We even have a professor of statistics at UT we once knew.
Although now she is orange, she came from out of the blue.

Let us not forget the ordinary people who graduate, too.
For they work hard, pay taxes, and die for our country,

And they came from out of the blue.

What we do matters, and we must endure.
Even though sometimes our results are unsure,

We owe it to society to enforce every rule
For letting rule breakers get away only produces fools.

Or out of the blue some will end up behind barbed walls.
Expect the best and make students struggle sometimes

For not by our success but hardship is our character defined.
Mediocre is mediocre; that is all I can say.

Do not accept it although it would be easier that way.
For once a generation ordinary did not give up.

They lived through a depression, and boy was it tough.
But out of despair, courage and mighty character grew.

Later this greatest generation saved the world during WWII.

Many teachers have walked these halls in search of a calling.
Many have retired, and some good friends have already fallen.

Greatness can be produced out of this rural school.
But commitment to excellence in all should be the rule.

There once was an ordinary little boy, who did not know much,
Wanting to make a difference, and how, he did not have a hunch.

He wanted to be a superhero, and his dream did come true.
For just like many heroes seated here, he came from out of the blue.

By Greg Hollamon
Crittenden County High School teacher

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS

Good evening, I would like to welcome you all
again, and thank you for joining our class in

this evening's celebration.
To begin I must tell you, I have deliberated

quite a bit over what I would say tonight. I hoped
to really have something great to give to you
because it is not very often that one gets to
address so many people from our community,
and I realize I will probably never get the chance
again to speak to our entire senior class. I feel
very humbled. I thought I would have so many
things to speak on tonight but now I see that  is
hard to know what to say. It would probably help
if I could have
some great advice,
but you see, I am
in the same posi-
tion as the rest of
you, excited and
anticipating the
future before us.
So, I won't try to
pretend that I
really have any
great wisdom to
share with all of
you.

What I want
this class to
know, is that
each of you bring
something spe-
cial to this
group. While I
am not sure
where I fit into
that equation, I
do know that I
am thankful to
be part of it. Saying that, this group has spent
more time together than we probably ever have,
and I feel like I have just gotten to know some of
you. During that time I took the opportunity to
just observe this group I have spent so many
years with. What I saw amazed me.

Friends and family I present to you a group of
individuals capable of most anything. I won't be
unreasonable. I realize we are not a class of 90
doctors and lawyers, but there are sure to be
some and the rest of us will surely try our hardest
to make ourselves the very best we can be. We

86 Rocket seniors say good-bye to high school

Top honors
3 valedictorians, 1 salutatorian address classmates
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V A L E D I C T O R I A N
AGE
18

PARENTS
Stephen and Mary Hill

FAVORITE MEMORY
Senior trip to Chicago

PLANS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
Attend Kentucky
Wesleyan College and
pursue a degree in
speech therapy

DREAM JOB
Speech therapist

FAVORITE SCHOOL SUBJECT
Advanced Topics (math)

FAVORITE TV SHOW
Today Show

FAVORITE MOVIE
The Lion King

FAVORITE MUSIC
All types of music

PERSON YOU WOULD MOST LIKE TO MEET?
If I could meet anyone it would be Billy Graham
because he has been such an influence while
maintaining his place as a Christian role model

WHAT DOES BEING VALEDICTORIAN MEAN TO YOU?
Being valedictorian is what I have worked for, for
four long years. By finally being able to have that
title it shows that I have reached a monumental
goal.

WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE AT 40?
Successful in my dream job with a healthy family

elise christine

hill

See HILL/Page 6B

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS

Wow!  Our senior year is over, high school is
over…We are no longer students at

Crittenden County High School.  This journey is
coming to an end.  How time flies when you’re
kind of having fun!  Just a few years ago it felt
like we would never graduate, but now it’s here.
I don’t know about you, but I don’t feel like I’m
quite ready.  It has been a long ride to get here.
There were several times when I felt like giving
up and many of you may have too, but we some-
how managed to finish this journey. We perse-

vered so that we
could make it to
this night – one of
the most impor-
tant nights of our
lives. Congratula-
tions class of
2008, we did it!!!  

I pondered
about this speech
for some time, and
I kept getting
writer’s block every
time I tried to write
it.  I wanted it to be
humorous and
entertaining, but
I’m not the funniest
person.  I wanted to
give inspiration to
my fellow class-
mates, but how can
you do that in a
five-minute
speech?  I wanted
to thank people, but

what if I forgot someone?  I didn’t want it to be
long and boring, but I tend to be a little wordy.
This is my attempt at funny, thankful, and inspi-
rational, but I won’t make any promises about it
being short.

I started my journey at Tolu Elementary
School.  Emily Lowery and I both had older sib-
lings that attended school at Tolu.  Because of
that, our mothers spent a great deal of time
there, so naturally we did, too.  We were used to
school, and we were ready to start, or at least I

V A L E D I C T O R I A N
AGE
18

PARENTS
Garry and Janna Croft

FAVORITE MEMORY
Finding out that I was vale-
dictorian!

PLANS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
Attend Murray State
University to become an
elementary school
teacher.

DREAM JOB
Kindergarten teacher

FAVORITE SCHOOL SUBJECT
Math

FAVORITE TV SHOW
Grey's Anatomy

FAVORITE MOVIE
Grease

FAVORITE MUSIC
Varied. Some of everything

PERSON YOU WOULD MOST LIKE TO MEET?
I would want to meet one of my relatives, Thomas
S. Croft, who was a very successful farmer a long
time ago in Crittenden County. I would like to
learn about my family history and how to be suc-
cessful from him.

WHAT DOES BEING VALEDICTORIAN MEAN TO YOU?
I have been hoping to be valedictorian since the
end of my sixth-grade year, so it is the realization
of one of my biggest goals so far.

WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE AT 40?
Married, two children, working at CCES as a
kindergarten teacher.

melissa lynn “ma”

croft

See CROFT/Page 6B

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS

Let us pray...
Our father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On Earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the

glory forever. Amen

When
asked a few
days ago what
being valedic-
torian meant to
me, I simply
replied, "being
valedictorian
means knowing
that all of the
hard work and
effort I have
given has been
worthwhile."
Standing here
today, I realize
that all of my
aspirations are
actually becom-
ing reality. There
were numerous
times when I did-
n't think this day
would get here
and now it has. I
am so grateful to have such a loving family and
wonderful friends, all of whom have always sup-

V A L E D I C T O R I A N
AGE
17

PARENTS
Dwayne and Jeanette
Doom

FAVORITE MEMORY
Undeniably, winning the
last game to complete an
undefeated volleyball sea-
son during my sopho-
more year.

PLANS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
Attend Murray State
University in the fall -
majoring in pharmaceuti-
cal research in addition to
general education

DREAM JOB
Conducting biochemical research in an attempt to
help find cures for various diseases in addition to
being a daytime teacher

FAVORITE SCHOOL SUBJECT
U.S. History

FAVORITE TV SHOW
Reba

FAVORITE MOVIE
The Wizard of Oz

FAVORITE MUSIC
Country

PERSON YOU WOULD MOST LIKE TO MEET?
Albert Einstein because a great mind is a terrible
thing to waste

WHAT DOES BEING VALEDICTORIAN MEAN TO YOU?
Being a valedictorian represents everything I have
worked so hard for. It means that my hard work
has truly been worthwhile. Being valedictorian
means receiving a blessing I will not ever take for
granted.

WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE AT 40?
At 40 I would like to have established a success-
ful career as a pharmaceutical researcher in addi-
tion to having a family of my own.

chasity leigh “t.t.”
doom

See DOOM/Page 6B

SALUTATORY ADDRESS

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. About
five hours ago, I sat at my home computer

and wondered what in the world I could possibly
say. Most students like to say something uplifting
and encouraging to their peers, but I feel like I’m
in no position to give advice. I still can’t get over
the fact that everyone is leaving. A week from
now, I’ll probably wake up, eat breakfast, and try
to remember what English homework I still have
to do before school. Not that I ever did my home-
work last minute, of course.

So…seniors, we are leaving. I have mixed feel-
ings about not seeing most of you again and
making new friends and classmates next year,
and I hope you feel the same. But I would like to
take this moment, if I don’t see you after Friday,
to wish you good luck in whatever you do,
whether it’s going to a university, community col-
lege, or neither. No matter what you do after the
next few days, you have the opportunity to be
happy.

With that said, I’m at the part I’ll really have
trouble with. It’s been fun, and in particular this
last year has been amazing. There are so many

people I have to
thank. I’m sitting
through the church
service to thank
them, which should
let everyone know
how sincere I am. Of
course, the faculty
here, from adminis-
tration to cafeteria
workers. Most of you
have been incredibly
nice to me, and
there’s no way I can
repay you. I don’t
think I’ll even real-
ize how much the
teachers have
helped me until
next year in class.
My family… I don’t
know what I can
say that you don’t
know already. I’ve
also had the best
group of best

friends you could wish for. I can’t express how
grateful I am. Thank you, all of you, so much.

Well, I guess this is it. Congratulations, Senior
Class of ’08. I’m looking forward to planning the
reunion.

S A L U T A T O R I A N
AGE
17

PARENTS
Greg and Carol Hodge

FAVORITE MEMORY
None. I've had a lot of
good ones that are hard to
choose from.

PLANS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
Attend Murray State
University for undecided
major

DREAM JOB
President

FAVORITE SCHOOL SUBJECT
Band

FAVORITE TV SHOW
Scrubs

FAVORITE MOVIE
Spirited Away

FAVORITE MUSIC
Rock

PERSON YOU WOULD MOST LIKE TO MEET?
George Washington for being such an influential
figure

WHAT DOES BEING VALEDICTORIAN MEAN TO YOU?
It means I did a great deal of work.

WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE AT 40?
I would like to have a successful job and have a
nice family

mary ann
hodge

Pals Adam Hardin and Jordan Martin pose for a picture

after Fridayʼs commencement ceremonies.

Andrea Bennett, Jessica Belt and Nicole Bean await theplaying of the processional music prior to graduation.

The Crittenden Press
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The quality of life is measured in

moments like these. A daughterʼs

graduation. The day you start your

own business. The first night in

your new home. Those moments

when hard work and dreams

finally meet to become reality. 

Weʼre here to help you improve

the quality of your life with a

professional approach to financial

service.

with

Main Office
201 South Main Street

Marion, KY 42064-0151
(270) 965-3106

Salem Office
216 West Main Street

Salem, KY 42078-0005
(270) 988-9000

Marion Branch
203 North Main Street

Marion, KY 42064-0151
(270) 965-9167

© 2001 TMT

Farmers ACCESS Line - (270) 965-4874 • 1-800-701-4340
Farmers ACCESS Online - www.farmersbankmarion.com

129 North Main St. • Marion, KY

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2008

You’re A Winner With Us!

CYNTHIA BYRD

®

CHASITY DOOM WHITNEY GREEN

TRAVIS CONWAY HALEY TILLEY

Congratulations and best wishes from your friends at...

HOMETOWN LOAN CO., INC.
112 W. Carlisle St., Marion, KY

270-965-0003

To the Class of 2008, we are proud of
you and all you have accomplished.

Phyllis Wright Manager, Jackie Cook CSR
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1Honor graduate with 3.5 to 4.0 grade point average
2Commonwealth Diploma recipient

3Gold Seal Diploma recipient

from COLLEGES OR UNIVERSITIES
� Asbury College – Jessica Dempsey
� Kentucky State University - Breanna

Cozart
� Kentucky Wesleyan College - Elise Hill,

Aaron Jewell
� Madisonville Community College -

Elizabeth Collins, Brandon Jackson
� Murray State University - Melissa Croft,

Mary Ann Hodge, Ali Shewcraft, Tyler Collins,
Jennifer Harris, Bethany Heaton, Emily
Lowery, Nicole Head

� Three Rivers Community College
Baseball – Jacob McMican

from ORGANIZATIONS
� Community Healthcare Foundation – Ali

Shewcraft and Bailey Travis
� Crittenden County Education

Association – Melissa Croft
� Crittenden County Homemakers –

Andrea Bennett
� Crittenden County Retired Teachers –

Luke Dennis
� Crittenden Health Systems – Josh Ipock
� Critenden Health Systems Auxiliary –

Chasity Doom
� Crittenden County Cattlemen

Association – Jennifer Harris
� Donan and Georgia "Jo" Travis Jenkins

–Chad Ingram,S tephen James, Brandon
Jackson

� Elizabeth Stevens 4-H Education –
Wynne Wallace

� Fohs Hall Community Arts Foundation
– Luke Dennis

� Fredonia Lions Club – Bethany Heaton and
Lacey Etheridge

� Gear Up and Soar -Cassie Hughes, Wynne
Wallace, Leila Lane

� Amy C. Kirk Memorial – Breanna Cozart

� Woman's Club of Marion English Award
– Elise Hill

� Woman's Club of Marion Marie Frazer
Scholarship – Andrea Bennett

� Crittenden County Farm Bureau – Elise
Hill and Jennifer Harris

� American Legion Auxillary Unit 111 –
Kelley Sizemore

� American Legion Post 111 – Adam Hardin
� Tolu United Methodist – Melissa Croft and

Travis Perryman
� National High School Rodeo Association

– Wynne Wallace
� Greg "Dozer" Belt Memorial – Mason

Baker
� Hunters for the Hungry – Josh Ipock
� Paul E. Mick Memorial – Josh Ipock and

Jessica Dempsey
� Colt Herran Memorial – Andrea Bennett
� Nellie Stone Hamilton – Elise Hill
� Hamilton Cochran Memorial – Elise Hill
� Raymond and Agnes Easley – Chasity

Doom, Luke Dennis, Stephen James
� Marion Eye Care Center – Ashtan Williams
� Paul F. Riley Memorial – Tera McDaniel
� McDonald's – Chasity Doom
� Rebecca J. Johnson Crittenden County

Attorney – Tyler Collins and Andrea Bennett
� Rosemary Pace Region 21 FCCLA –

Mandy Dodson
� National Wild Turkey Federation –

Melisssa Croft
� Friends of FFA – Brandon Jackson
� Par-4 Plastics FFA – Melissa Croft
� FFA Dodge Truck/Hometown

Scholarship – Jennifer Harris
� Career and Technical School Skills

Standard Certification – Elizabeth Collins
and Bailey Travis

� U.S. Marine Corps Awards – Tyler Collins,
Josh Ipock, Elise Hill

Scholarship recipients
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CONGRATULATIONS

Josh Ipock
recipient of the

CHS Health Care Career Scholarship!

To all of our area graduates go sincere best
wishes for a happy and successful future.

“Healing Hands, Caring Hearts”

Crittenden Health Systems
www.crittenden-health.org

Josh Ipock
Class of 2008

Class of 2008
We applaud your success 

and extend our congratulations 
for your accomplishments. 

Best 
Wishes!

Crittenden County
Board of Education

Phyllis Orr
Bill Asbridge
Red Howton
Eric LaRue
Chris Cook

John Belt, Superintendent

Congratulations To The

Class of 2008!

REBECCA J. JOHNSON
ATTORNEY AT LAW

217 W. Bellville St., Marion, KY

270-965-2222

You are the pride of our 
community and your diploma can 
take you far in whatever you do. 

Congratulations on achieving 
this important milestone.

213 Sturgis Rd.
Marion, KY

(270) 965-4261

Shea
Shuecraft

Mandy
Dodson

Chad 
Ingram

AND THE CLASS OF 2008!

You are about to begin a new chapter 
in life. The story is yours to write. 

Best wishes Class of 2008.
Dr. Gary James

Dr. Greg Maddux

Marion, KY • (270) 965-5238

To The Class Of To The Class Of 

20082008
Kentucky Farm Bureau

109 Court St. • Marion, Kentucky
(270) 965-4624 or 965-2919
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Congratulations Grads!
Before You Hit The 

Road To Summer Fun...

Check Out Our Tire
Sale, Now Going On!

433 S. Main, Marion, KY
(270) 965-9223

TABORʼS
CHEVRON

820 S. Main St., Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-2700
Hours: M-F 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Congratulations 
Adam Hardin 

and 
The Class of 2008!

Congratulating Our
Graduating Seniors!

We wish you the best!

WELDING • FABRICATING
TOOLING • MACHINING

531 MOORE ST., MARION, KY
270-965-3005
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Your diploma is 
the ticket to a
bright  future. 

Best wishes on 
your graduation!

Congratulations Class of 2008

From all of us at

• 965-3188 •
116 South Main, Marion, KY

Branch Bank Drive-In
Marion Commons, Marion, KY

Congratulations To Our Graduates

Leah Keene Cassie Hughes Jordan Martin

Marion United Methodist Church
112 S. College St., Marion, Kentucky

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Worship 10:45 a.m.

For Youth 

Activities 
Call 

704-1747

Stephen,
We are so
proud of you!

Mom, Dad & Ryan

IVY CONSTRUCTION
1392 Sugar Grove Church Rd.

Marion, Kentucky

270-965-5893 Stephen James

WAY 
TO GO
CLASS 

OF 2008!

113 Sturgis Rd. 
Marion, KY
965-4538

Delivery 
965-4538
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Terry L. Ford
Insurance Agency, Inc.

info@terrylford.com
P.O. Box 367, 221 E. Bellville Marion, Kentucky 42064

Phone: (270) 965-2239 or 1-877-965-2239

Congratulations To 
The Class of 2008

To The Class of 2008
May we be among 
the first to wish you 
success in the future.

CRITTENDEN FARM SUPPLY
312 Gum St., Marion, KY

(270) 965-3066

You can’t go to
college without
keeping in touch
with home...
Subscribe to
your hometown
news.

Don’t leave 
home without it.

The

Crittenden
Press
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To our employees 
and the...

Class of 2008
Congratulations!

Darben Plaza
Marion, KY

Stepping 
into the 
Future!

Kelsey
Threlkeld

Kendra
Fitzgerald

Misty
Rose

Nicole 
Bean

David Wigginton
and Staff

402 West Gum Street, Marion, KY 42064
270-965-2284

We wish you success in all you do.

Hats off to the

Class Of 2008!

Great Job 
Seniors!

MYERS 
AUTO PARTS

426 S. Main Street • Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3104

NU-U Beauty Salon
Princeton Road, Marion, Kentucky • (270) 965-2912

Way to go
Seniors!

Congratulations 
Class of 2008!

BOBBY STINNETT USED CARS
331 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY 

270-965-9894

We salute your 
accomplishments 
and wish you 
continued success.

FRED BROWN
Crittenden County Judge Executive

Congratulations
To The Class of 2008!

Commonwealth of Kentucky

MAGISTRATES
Percy Cook • Dan Wood • Glen Underdown
Helen McConnell • Greg West • Curt Buntin

Beaver’s
CAR WASH
AUTOMATIC • SPOT FREE

301 S. Main St., Marion, KY

We Congratulate 
The Class of 2008!

Jerry, Kristi & Kurt Beavers

Stout Law Offices
111 West Bellville Street, Marion, KY 42064

Alan C. Stout, Attorney

Congratulations 
To The Class of

2008!
astout@stoutlaw.com

www.stoutlaw.com
P.O. Box 81
Marion, Kentucky 42064

(270) 965-4600
FAX (270) 965-4848

Your diploma is your key to a 
promising future. If you  believe in

yourself, then you are guaranteed to 
succeed! Your hard work and 

dedication have gotten 
you where you are today. 

Be proud  of yourself, graduates.

We wish you all the best.

Congratulations to all of our local graduates!

MYERS FUNERAL HOME
713 E. Bellville St., Marion, Kentucky

270-965-0110 • Obituary Line 270-965-0155
“Because We Care”

HENRY
& 

HENRY
Since 1881

207 Sturgis Road
Marion, Kentucky

Good Job Class of 2008Good Job Class of 2008

Congratulations 
To The Class of 2008!
CRITTENDEN 
AUTO PARTS

BUMPER TO BUMPER
103 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY • (270) 965-3166

GILBERT FUNERAL HOME
117 W. Bellville, Marion, Kentucky

(270) 965-3171 • Obituary Line (270) 965-9835
gilbertfuneralhome.yahoo.com

Visit us online at gilbertfunerals.com 

With a good education 
no dream is too big, nor 

goal too high, so put on your wings and
reach for the sky.

We hope the future holds
much success for you. 
Congratulations to all of 
our area graduates.

MARSHALL’S MARSHALL’S 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONINGHEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

New Construction • Remodels • Residential • Commercial
128 State Route 1668 • Crittenden Springs Rd.

Marion, Kentucky 42064

(270) 965-9261
Member Three Rivers Home Builders Association

Harold Marshall 
Jerry Marshall
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We Haul 
Dirt, Sand &
Rock For:
• Driveway

Construction

• Landscaping

Serving Individuals 
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Since 1985
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ported me and given me the
encouragement when I needed it
most. My parents, siblings, and
nieces have remained the stable
rock for me to lean on when
times were trying; my friends,
those I will always hold near and
dear to my heart, will always
remain the individuals who have
undoubtedly made the gloomiest
day bright. These past few years,
which have flown by so much
faster than what I ever could
have fathomed, wouldn't have
been so influential to me and my
future had it not been for the
wonderful faculty and staff of this
school system. Above all, though,
I want to thank God above for all
of his many blessings. When
times were tough, and I couldn't
see a way out, I could always
count on him to provide the
guiding to light to see me
through.

Everything is still surreal, and
I don't think the true meaning of
it all has sunk in for most of us.
Yet, as we are all soon to journey
down our separate avenues, we
will carry with us a common
foundation. Not only have we
gained the valuable asset of
knowledge, but we have obtained
the wisdom to use it. In Proverbs,
chapter 24, verse 3, it is said that
through intelligence a house is
built, but by understanding, it is
established. We have all been
fortunate enough to be able to
attend this school. We have
learned so much more than mere
facts; we have learned about life.
We have been taught persever-
ance, acceptance, responsibility,
know-how, and above all, that we
are all capable of pursuing the
best for our lives.

To everything there is a sea-
son; a time to every purpose. We
are the future and the future is
now. We have the potential to
make such a dramatic difference
in the world. We are the next
generation of leaders with the sky
truly being the limit. Now is our
time, and this is our season to
make a change. All of our tomor-

rows are readily becoming today.
The future is no longer soon-
coming; it's happening. As we are
soon to face obstacles in which
some degree of failure will be
inevitable, do not let the fear of
failing dictate your every action.
Those who fail are always think-
ing of what they may lose. Yet
those who succeed, they are the
individuals who think of what
can be accomplished. We have
but one true choice: seize every
opportunity possible and experi-
ence every facet of every
instance. Do not simply settle for
being successful in general; be
successful for a reason. No longer
can we take life for granted, for it
will pass us by with a mere blink-

ing of an eye. If you are aspiring
for greatness within your life, go
for it! Together, we can make the
possibilities for the future
become endless.

As a wise man once said, a
small, solitary candle may light a
thousand. After leaving tonight,
we can all be assured that the
wick of the future has been lit
inside each and every one of us.
Thank you all for coming tonight
to support us as we take the first
step towards our future. We have
awaited this day for so ling. With
all of the knowledge we have
gained, the lessons learned and
the memories made, nothing can
stop us now. As the real world
knocks at our front door; let's

greet it with a proactive attitude.
i invite each of you to be that one
small candle, burning for a bright
future, making an emphatic dif-
ference. Well, we have been
steadfast towards our goal of
obtaining a diploma and finally
the moment has arrived.
Congratulations class of 2008;
we did it!

DOOM
Continued from Page 1B

6B THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, June 5, 2008

Congratulations To Our
2008 Graduates!

For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be
desired are not to be compared to it. Proverbs 8:11

MARION BAPTIST CHURCH
131 East Depot Street • Marion, KY

CRITTENDEN CO. HS 
Tyler Collins

Bethany Heaton 
Taylor Wright

CLINTON CO. HS
Chase Bingham

AARON ACADEMY IN TN.
Charles Watson

COLLEGE 
GRADUATES

Kerri “Kemper” Dees 
Morgan Dooms
Dani Harrison 

Ashley Johnson 
Charles Walker

Yarbrough Insurance

May you help light the world 
with your accomplishments!

113 W. Gum • P.O. Box 368 • Marion, KY 42064
(270) 965-3133 • Fax (270) 965-2130

Graduates

261 Sturgis Rd. • Marion, Kentucky • (270) 965-0806
Open Daily: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Mon. - Fri.

*Loans subject to credit approval

CONGRATULATIONS 
2008 GRADUATES!

If A Vacation Is In The Works,
“We’re Here To Help”
PERSONAL 
FINANCE COMPANY

WE’RE PROUD OF 
THE CLASS OF 2008!

HEALTH QUEST 
WELLNESS CENTER, PSC
Dr. John J. Newcom, D.C. • Tracye R. Newcom, R.D., L.D.•

913 S. Main St., Marion, KY

270-965-2600
Office Hours:

Mon., Tue. Thurs., 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Closed Wednesday 
Friday, 8 a.m. 3 p.m.

Wellness Center Hours:
Mon. - Sat., 6 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

ZACH HEWITT

Congratulations
Class of 2008

515 South Main
Marion, KY

(270) 965-4533
RICKY HACKNEY JUSTIN SHAW

STAFF REPORT
On May 23, several

Crittenden County High
School seniors who also
attend the Kentucky Tech
Caldwell County Area
Technology Center were rec-
ognized at the annual high
school awards breakfast. The
s t u d e n t s
received cer-
tificates in
Auto Tech,
Culinary Arts,
H e a l t h
S e r v i c e s ,
In fo rmat ion
Techno logy
and Welding.

T r a v i s
C o n w a y
received a certificate for his
auto tech training. Travis' auto
teacher was Alan Shaffer.

Students receiving culinary
arts certificates included:
Kristen Dreihaupt, Kendra
Fitzgerald, Sarah Shoemake
and Rebecca Wicker. Wicker
was recognized for her partici-
pation in the local, regional
and state Skills-USA competi-
tion. The culinary arts class is
taught by Ruth Gray.

Health Services students
receiving certificates included:
Jessica Belt, Andrea Bennett,
Elizabeth Collins, Jessica
Earls, Josh Ipock, Tala
Jepsen, Misty Rose, Bailey
Travis and Taylor Wright. The
Health Services class is
taught by Vicki Wilcox.

Information Technology
student Chad Ingram received
a certificate of training in infor-
mation technology and com-

puter repair. IT classes are
taught by Brian Chastain.

Rickey Hackney was
awarded a certificate for his
training in welding. The weld-
ing class is taught by Mickey
Bayer.

Seniors Collins and Travis
also received Kentucky

Occupational
S k i l l s
S t a n d a r d s
Cert i f icates
T u e s d a y
night for their
accomplish-
ments on the
industry-pre-
p a r e d
assessment
in their field of

study during class night activi-
ties, according to Principal
Arthur Dunn.

They were two Crittenden
Contiants of the 13,684 stu-
dents enrolled in vocational
technical educational classes
across Kentucky who partici-
pated in this assessment in
2007-08 school year. Forty-
eight percent earned certifi-
cates by passing a multiple
choice and writing scenario
test. Caldwell County ATC had
a 47 percent pass rate. Both
Crittenden students receiving
KOSSA certificates were
enrolled in the Health Services
class at the Caldwell County
ATC. The students were.

Thirty-four Crittenden
County High School students
participated in classes at the
Caldwell County Area
Technology Center during the
2007-08 school year. 

Collins Travis

may not know what that is yet,
but we have proven ourselves
capable by being here tonight,
accomplishing one of the greatest
feats of our lives.

We could not have done it
without the group of individuals
here on the stage and filling this
auditorium. I do not know the
specific sacrifices each one of you
has made but I know there have
been some. I know you have
emptied pockets and hearts to
make the best life possible for us.
How can we thank you for that?
How can I thank you, my loving

family, and Grant, and all the
others who have constantly been
there just like family, for all you
have done? And everyone else
that is here tonight who could
have been a million other places.
It is this kind of support that you
are showing that makes me, and
hopefully this whole group real-
ize that we are definitely not
alone. Thank you does not seem
to be enough but hopefully our
lives can be a tribute to the love
you have shown us.

So class of ‘08 and your fami-
lies, I hope I have not been too
long but I have been sincere. It
means a great deal to me to be in
front of you tonight. Thank you
and may God bless each of you.

HILL
Continued from Page 1B

was.  On my fifth birthday, I ran
down the stairs asking my mom
if I could go to school.  See, I had
always been told that I could go
to school once I turned five, so I
was ready to go that day. It turns
out you have to wait until the
new school year starts, but I did-
n’t know that then.  That was
merely a small speed bump
though.  It was only a few
months after my birthday before
I started going to school.

When I did finally start
attending school at Tolu
Elementary, it was within walk-
ing distance of my house.  My
kindergarten class only had 14
people in it.  Those first few
miles in my journey were quite
enjoyable.  In a school that small,
everyone knows everyone, and
some pretty funny things can
happen.  I remember one day of
kindergarten rather vividly.  The
class had lain down for naptime,
and I was lucky enough to get the
spot under the sand table that
was full of birdseed.  I had trou-
ble going to sleep during nap-
time, so I was playing with the
pieces of birdseed that had fallen
onto the floor.  Don’t ask me
why, but for some reason I
placed a kernel of corn from the
feed into my ear.  After a while, I
realized that I couldn’t remove it,
and I began to cry.  When Emily
saw me crying, she told our

teacher, Mrs. Hunt.  I actually
had to go to the doctor to get it
out.  If you’re here Mrs. Hunt, I
bet you didn’t expect me to
become valedictorian after that
little incident, huh?  That defi-
nitely wasn’t my brightest
moment.  Since then I have been
through several learning experi-
ences, and I know better than to
do anything like that again.

Six years ago my sixth grade
year was ending, and my brother
was graduating.  I came to his
graduation where I sat in awe of
the proceedings.  I don’t think I
had heard of a valedictorian
before that night.  When I saw
those people standing up there
and speaking to the audience, I
knew that I wanted to be valedic-
torian some day.  The only prob-
lem was the fact that I was some-
what shy in sixth grade.  I might
have been able to make a speech
then, but I would have been so
nervous that I would have barely
been able to talk.   I’m definitely
still nervous tonight, but I am
functioning properly – at least
for the most part.  I was able to
get over my fear of public speak-
ing mainly because of Mr.
Duvall.  I had to speak in front of
others some throughout elemen-
tary and middle school, but when
I entered ninth grade I decided
to take Ag. classes and join the
FFA.  In Introduction to
Agriculture, I had to memorize
and say the FFA Creed in front of
my class.  Although it was a little
daunting to begin with, after

adding one paragraph to what we
had to say for five weeks in a
row, I realized it wasn’t so bad.  I
even chose to go to competitive
speaking events with the FFA my
sophomore, junior, and senior
years.  That was an important
step in my journey, and I’m sure
all of you have events that pre-
pared you for tonight.  For any
young people out there tonight
that think you can’t possibly
become valedictorian, if I can do
this, you can, too!

My fellow classmates, our
bags are packed.  We’ve packed
up knowledge, skills, and the
many memories that we’ve made
together.  We’ve been to Six
Flags on three different occasions
for field trips; that’s probably
some kind of record.  We have 11
distinguished portfolios this year;
that is a record! Congratulations,
guys.  We’ve spent 13 years try-
ing to get to this night.  There
were some twists and turns in
the road we traveled on – we
spent many late nights working
on homework and projects; we
spent many hours making sure
everything was turned in so that
we could graduate.  But this is it
– here and tonight.  All of our
hard work is paying off. This is
our destination.  

Mom and Dad, thank you for
setting me on the right path at a
young age.  I want to thank my
teachers, my family, my church
family, my friends, and anyone
else that has helped me to get to
this point on my course.  I want

to thank Mary Ann, Nicole,
Breanna, and Josh for making
my year as a senior officer a great
one.  I couldn’t have imagined
being at this point just a few
years ago, so thank you all for
your help and support, but I
want to give my greatest thanks
to my God.  There were many
nights when I didn’t think I
would be able to complete a big
important project, and many
tests that I didn’t think I could
pass, but God helped me to get
through those hard times.  

Seniors, this is our last night
together.  This journey is coming
to an end and it is time to start a
new one.  We have had very sim-
ilar journeys from kindergarten
till now.  You probably have
funny stories to tell about
kindergarten, like me, and you’ve
probably had a lot of people
influence your direction over the
years, like me, but at this point
everyone can take their own
path.  We each must choose our
own.  There are many different
paths that you can take; you may
choose to go to college, to start
working, or to go on some other
venture.  Some of our journeys
may be similar and some of our
journeys may go many miles
apart, but no matter where you
choose to go, keep God first, try
hard, and you will always suc-
ceed!

Congratulations and good
luck on the road ahead!!  I hope
our paths cross again sometime
soon!

CROFT
Continued from Page 1B

Tech center honors
Crittenden students

Eighty-six royal blue mortarboards went flying into the air Friday evening after Crittenden County High School seniors were
declared graduates. Many of the students returned to the school one last time after commencement to catch a bus for Nashville,
Tenn., where Project Graduation was held overnight at a downtown laser tag facility.
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YOU CAN BE READY
TO RETIRE OR NOT. READY IS BETTER.

To see why it makes sense to get
ready for retirement now, call me
today.
Mickey Alexander
123 East Bellville St.
Marion, KY 42064
(270) 965-0944
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Foreign & Domestic Vehicles
Assistance With Insurance Claims

Marion
AUTO BODY

EST. 1980 710 Moore St., Marion, KY
270-965-5468

All Work
Guaranteed

When It’s More
Than A Ding...

It Has To Be 
Fixed By The Pros!

24 Hour Towing Service
Secure-Fenced Parking/Storage Area

5961 US Hwy. 60 West 
Marion, Kentucky

270-965-8010 
270-969-0440

Regular maintenace of your car
means improved mileage and
longer life for your investment.

Look To Us For Professional service.
We Do: Tune-Ups • Brake Work • Tires 

Heater & Air Systems • Major Overhauls
Exhaust Systems • Oil Changes

TUNE UP
For Spring

LIVINGSTON CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

Livingston Central scholarship winners
The following students were awarded scholarships at Livingston Central High Schoolʼs Senior Night on May 29: (front, from left) Claire
Nelson, Amanda Kittel, Tia Dunbar, Ashley Hansen, Danielle Cole, Leslie English, Jessica Stewart, Candace Kitchens, Lauren
Whetstone, (second row) Kara McDonald, Amanda Dickerson, Brandy Nelson, Shauna Gaines, Laken Johnson, Emily Duncan,
Bethany Trimble, Chelsea Barrett, Jana Guess, Dannielle Joiner, Jessie Rushing, (third row) Misty Markham, Clinton Tolley, Amanda
Shull, Wes Lasher, Shawn Faulkner, Ethan Travelstead, Harrison Sanders, Kobin Gray, Casey Heald and (back row) Patrick Oswald.

Honor graduates
Lauren Gail Whetstone
Candace Annette Kitchens
Ethan Drew Travelstead
Tia Kay Dunbar
Kayla Danielle Shull
Jessica Elizabeth Rushing
Micaela Nicole Kirk
Cyndel Leigh Bebout
Rebecca Darlene Tedford
John Andrew Wingham
Brittany Nicole Reynolds
Jana Danielle Guess
Emily Brooke Hansen
Misty Lynn Markham
Patrick Norman Oswald, Jr.
Ashley Nicole Hansen
Amanda Brooke Kittel
Jessica Paige Stewart

Danielle Cherise
COLE

Shauna Nicole
GAINES

Harrison Scott
SANDERS

Jessika Dannielle
JOINER

Valedictorian Valedictorian Salutatorian Third Honor

LivingstonClass of 2008

Call Brenda at 
Lake Realty 

(270) 362-4219 

73 Acres Crittenden Co:
Beautiful rolling land, nice building sites
w/frontage on Hwy. 365 & Kitty King Rd.

between Marion & Sturgis. Pasture & crop
land, some woods, 2 ponds one large 

bordered with evergreens, 2 years left in CRP.
Electric, Phone & Co water available.

$149,900

17 Acres Marion KY:
Nice residential or commercial property with 900
ft. of frontage on Hwy 641 adjacent to city limits.

County water, Electric & Phone available.

$89,900
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