
Going postal 
on papers 

 
The Postal Service presents 

one of the curious contradic-
tions of modern America. 

A man can sit here in Mar-
ion, Kentucky, tap a glass 
screen with his finger, and 
within seconds communicate 
with someone in Singapore. 
He can track an 
Amazon package 
crossing three 
states in real time. 
He can summon a 
car, order supper, 
and monitor the 
weather in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Yet if he drops a 
letter in the mail-
box, it enters a 
black hole and chances of it 
making to hell’s half acre is 
about as slim as Barney Fife.  

The local post office still 
functions much as it always 
has. The carrier knows the 
roads. The mail gets sorted. 
Folks do their jobs. There is 
something reassuring about 
that.  

The trouble begins when 
that envelope leaves 42064. 

Somewhere between Marion 
and whatever vast processing 
center now governs its des-
tiny, the letter, or in our case 
a periodical, passes from the 
world of ordinary human com-
petence into a bureaucratic 
Bermuda Triangle. It disap-
pears into a system of scan-
ners, conveyors, algorithms 
and efficiency experts, only to 
emerge days, or sometimes 
weeks later, looking as though 
it has returned from a long 
and difficult voyage on a Pony 
Express fifth wheel trailer. 

The National Newspaper As-
sociation recently carried this 
complaint to the United States 
Senate. Community newspa-
pers, rural businesses and or-
dinary citizens are all 
encountering the same phe-
nomenon. Mail costs more. 
Service performs worse. Confi-
dence declines. 

What is remarkable is not 
that the system has problems. 
Every institution does. What 
is frustrating is that in an age 
that prides itself on technolog-
ical sophistication, we seem 
unable to accomplish what 
previous generations consid-
ered routine, carrying a letter 
from one American town to 
another in a reasonable 
amount of time. 

The Postal Service does not 
suffer from a lack of theories. 
Washington is full of theories. 
It suffers from a lack of re-
sults. 

Out here, people are not 
asking for innovation. They 
are asking for something far 
more radical. 

They want the mail deliv-
ered. 

There is a tendency in mod-
ern America to complain 
loudly to the nearest available 
target. When your newspaper 
arrives late, that target is 
often us. We understand. We 
hear from readers every week, 
and we appreciate it because 
it helps us document the 
problem. Sometimes we find 
an error in our own system. 

But after you call the news-
paper, please call somebody 
else. Call your senator. Call 
your congressman. Write a 
letter. Send an email. Let 
them know that reliable mail 
service still matters in places 
like Crittenden County. 

The Postal Service belongs 
to the American people. It is 
not a private corporation. It is 
not an app. It is not some dis-
tant abstraction housed in 
Washington. It is a public in-
stitution supported by taxpay-
ers and accountable to elected 
officials. 

If enough people speak up, 
perhaps somebody will listen. 
The irony is almost too rich to 
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Fireworks Displays 
Fireworks options for 
Independence Day 

Area residents will have several 
opportunities to celebrate Inde-
pendence Day with fireworks dis-
plays around western Kentucky, 
led by two popular local events. 

Tolu's annual July 4 celebration 
returns Saturday, July 4 featuring 
children's activities, food vendors, 
live music, raffles and fireworks 
after dark. Activities include wet 
and dry bounce houses, a cornhole 
tournament, patriotic entertain-
ment and a variety of food options. 
Children’s events are sponsored by 
Tolu Methodist Church. 

The annual Thunder in the Val-
ley celebration will be held Friday, 
July 3 at Buddy Rogers Park in Fre-
donia. Festivities begin at 6 p.m., 
with concessions, bounce houses, 
face painting, live music, a patri-
otic dress contest and a new kids' 
chalk art contest. Fireworks are 
scheduled for dusk. 

Other regional fireworks dis-
plays include: July 3: Thunder Over 
Eddy Bay at Eddy Creek Marina, 
Light Up The Sky at Moors Resort & 
Marina in Gilbertsville, and a fire-
works display at Lake Barkley State 
Park near Cadiz. July 4: Calvert 
City's Ameribration celebration. 

Nominations are being 
accepted for Ag HoF 

Nominations are being accepted 
for the Crittenden County Agricul-
ture/Rural Leadership Hall of 
Fame, which recognizes individuals 
who have made significant contri-
butions to the county's agricultural 
community. Recipients may be 
farmers or others who have sup-
ported agriculture, including loan 
officers, government officials, ag-
business professionals and farm 
families. Nominees may be living 
or deceased. Nomination packets 
are available at the Crittenden 
County Extension Office and must 
be returned by the close of busi-
ness July 2. For more information, 
call 270-965-5236 or email 
deanna.brasher@uky.edu. Past in-
ductees have been Virgil Cook 
2021, Jack Voss 2021, Tommy 
Chandler 2022, Larry Parish 2023, 
Wade & Sue Buntin 2024 and Carol 
Hendrix 2025. 

  
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Community Prayer at 10 a.m., 
Saturday, July 4 at Marion Com-
mons. 

•Marion Code Enforcement 
Board will meet at 5 p.m., Monday, 
July 13 at city hall. 

•Livingston County Board of Ed-
ucation will meet at 5 p.m., Mon-
day, July 13 at the central office. 

•Crittenden County Chamber of 
Commerce will meet at 8:30 a.m., 
Tuesday, July 14, at Rocket Arena 
conference room. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 9 a.m., Tuesday, July 
14, at the courthouse. 

•Crittenden County Board of Ed-
ucation will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, July 14, for a working 
session at Rocket Arena. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Farm 
Service Agency County Committee 
will meet at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
July 15, at Salem Service Center. 
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STAFF REPORT 
While Kentucky cele-

brated a fourth consecutive 
record year for tourism in 
2025, Crittenden County 
posted modest growth of its 
own, continuing a trend of 
increasing visitor activity 
despite remaining one of 
the smallest tourism mar-
kets in western Kentucky. 

According to the latest 
economic impact data re-
leased by the Kentucky De-
partment of Tourism and 
Tourism Economics, visi-
tors spent an estimated 
$4.26 million in Crittenden 
County during 2025, an in-
crease of 2.4% from the pre-
vious year. 

The increase came as 
neighboring tourism-depen-
dent counties Lyon and Liv-
ingston both experienced 
slight declines. Lyon 

County, home to attractions 
associated with Lake 
Barkley and Land Between 
the Lakes, recorded $31.18 
million in visitor spending, 
down 1.1% from 2024. Liv-
ingston County with Ken-
tucky Lake and Grand 
Rivers reported $23.44 mil-
lion, a decrease of 3.2%. 

“Our mission is to attract 

more visitors to Marion, 
Kentucky, generating eco-
nomic benefits for local 
restaurants, hotel, shops  
and the community,” said 
Andrea Clement, Chairman, 
Marion Tourism Commis-
sion, who is also a director 
at the Ben E. Clement Min- 
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Early American re-enactors weathered showers 
and storms over the weekend to bring history 
to life as part of the Legacy of Liberty America 
250 celebration in Marion. Despite some 
weather-related improvising, organizers say 
the event went well. See more on page 10.

Local figures up in 2025

Ferry suspends operation 
Contract impasse means no river crossing

Caldwell $3.8M $3.67M $3.71M $1.35M $21.01M $14.03M +23.5%

Crittenden $1.07M $0.75M $0.90M $0.18M $1.36M $4.26M +2.4%

Livingston $8.80M $5.73M $2.25M $5.05M $2.62M $23.44M -3.2%

Lyon $10.36M $9.37M $3.00M $4.48M $3.97M $31.18M -1.1%

Union $0.31M $0.22M $2.10M $0.45M $2.65M $5.72M -1.0%

Webster $0.67M $0.45M $1.26M $0.15M $1.87M $4.40M +3.2%

STAFF REPORT 
Cave-In-Rock Ferry suspended opera-

tions Tuesday night after the states and the 
ferry company failed to reach a contract 
compromise. 

The ferry made its final crossing from the 
Kentucky landing at approximately 9:50 
p.m., Tuesday, docking on the Illinois side 
around 10 p.m., before ceasing service. 
Owner and operator Lonnie Lewis and Crit-
tenden County Judge-Executive Perry New-
com both said service could resume if a new 
agreement is reached in the coming days. 

The shutdown follows a funding dispute 
between the ferry operator and the Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet over a pro-
posed two-year contract, for which the 
operator sought a pay increase. 

The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
and the Illinois Department of Transporta-

tion this week presented the Marion-based 
Ohio River Ferry Authority with a modified 
two-year agreement that would continue 
funding for the ferry through fiscal years 
2027 and 2028. The proposal called for just 
over $2 million annually, about 10% more 
than the $1.878 million the ferry received 
during the past two fiscal years. 

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet Secre-
tary Rebecca Goodman said last week in a 
news release that the ferry plays a vital role 
as a regional transportation link. 

“This is a substantial commitment to sup-
port not just the ferry but the businesses 
and residents who rely on it,” Goodman 
said. 

The ferry operator has rejected KYTC's 
funding offers, saying the proposals fail to  
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Deaths
Ramer

Michele Marie Ramer, 
59, died Tuesday, June 
23, 2026 at 
L i v i n g s t o n 
Hospital and 
Hea l thca r e 
Services.

She en-
joyed baking, 
昀shing, ani-
mals and her 
job. She loved her fam-
ily and being a grand-
mother. 

Surviving are her hus-
band, Jerry Ramer; three 
sons, David Scharf (Sar-
ah Shank) of Sonora, Ca-
lif., Eric Scharf (Ashely 
Clark) of Prunedale, Ca-
lif., and Patrick Taylor 
(Kayla Young) of Pruned-
ale, Calif.; her parents, 
Richard and Virginia 
“Ginger” Cosnowski; and 
a granddaughter, Dylan 
Scharf.

She was preceded in 
death by a brother, Kevin 
Cosnowski.  

Memorial services may 
follow at a later date.

Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors and Cremation Ser-
vices is in charge of the 
arrangements. 

Paid obituary

James
Billy James, 83, of 

Marion, died Wednesday, 
June 24, 2026 at Salem 
Springlake Health and 
Rehabilitation Center.

He was born July 

26, 1942 to Merril B. 
and Margaret Franklin 
James. He was a lifelong 
resident of Marion.

James served as a 
volunteer on the Mari-
on City Fire Department 
beginning in 
1961 at the 
age of 19 and 
c o n t i n u e d 
his service 
for many 
years. He 
also served 
as treasurer 
of the Marion Cemetery 
Association until May 
2026. He worked as a 
machinist for over 45 
years and was a proud 
member of the Machinist 
Union  Local #1720.

He was most proud of 
his service to his Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ 
at the Marion Church 
of God. Dedicated to his 
family, his favorite word 
was “papaw.”

Surviving are his wife 
of 43 years, Marlene Belt 
James; a son, Jonathan 
(Michelle) James; a step-
son, Scott (Teresa) Kayse; 
three granddaughters, 
Katie Beth, Abigail and 
Caroline James; and 
two step-grandsons, 
Lance and Parker Kayse.                                            
Services were Saturday, 
June 27 at Myers Funer-
al Home. Burial was in 
Mapleview Cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 
Gideons International 
with envelopes available 
at the funeral home.

Lynch
Daniel Wayne Lynch, 

33, of Murray, formerly 
of Marion, died Friday, 
June 26, 2026 at his 
home.

He was 
born on 
January 19, 
1993, in Dal-
las TX, to the 
late David 
Lynch and 
Lisa Nelson 
Lynch. He 
worked as the Break-
down Coordinator for 
Paschall Truck Lines, 
Inc. He was a man of 
deep faith and 昀erce pa-
triotism, possessing a 
lifelong love for God and 
his country. Outside of 
his devotion to his val-
ues, Lynch found great 
joy in the simpler things 
in life. He was an avid 
enthusiast of 昀rearms 
and knives, and he spent 
countless hours sur-
rounded by music, es-
pecially when he had a 
guitar in his hands.

Surviving are his 昀-
ancé, Loria Spears; his 
mother, Lisa Lynch; two 
sisters, Taylor Lynch 
and Amanda Lynch; an 
aunt, Vanessa Coleman; 
and uncle, Buddy (Ange-
la) Lynch.

He was preceded in 
death by his father, Da-
vid Lynch.

Services were Wednes-
day, July 1 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with in Deer 
Creek Cemetery.

Monday, July 6
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the 
Crittenden County Senior Center.
• WITS Workout will start at Noon at the 
Crittenden County Senior Center.
• Friends Forever will meet at the Extension 
Annex on Monday July 6th at 5:30pm.

Tuesday, July 7
• Lunch & Learn: Avoiding Scams and Fi-
nancial Abuse will begin at noon at Rocket 
Arena located at 519 1/2 W. Gum St.
•  Ag Hall of Fame nomination packets are 
due at the Crittenden County Extension Of-
昀ce.

Community Calendar
Call (270) 965-3191  to share your organization’s meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

STAFF REPORT
A family escaped with-

out injury after a house 
昀re early Sunday morn-
ing on Irma White Road 
in rural Crittenden 
County.

Fire昀ghters were dis-
patched to the blaze 
around 2:30 a.m. and 
found the home of Bri-
an and Danielle Tinsley 
fully involved. The resi-
dence was declared a to-
tal loss.

Homeowner Danielle 
Tinsley said she and her 
family awoke just in time 
to escape.

"Not what you want to 
wake up to at 2:30 in the 
morning," she wrote in a 
social media post. "I am 
so thankful my husband 
woke up and it made me 
wake up. We woke up 
just in time to get us, 
the kids and dogs out. 
Everything else we have 
lost."

The Tinsley family is 
accepting donations of 
clothing and other ne-
cessities as they begin 
rebuilding after the loss. 
Clothing sizes needed in-
clude:

Danielle: Medium 
shirts; medium and large 
pants; size 7½ shoes.

Brian: XL shirts; 36x32 
pants; size 10½ shoes.

Jayleigh: Girls size 
14/16 clothing; size 5 
shoes.

Jackson: Boys size 
10/12 shirts, size 14 
jeans; size 5 shoes.

Jager: Boys size 10/12 
shirts, size 14 jeans; size 
4 shoes.

Jazmin: Girls size 5T-
6T clothing; size 12 tod-
dler shoes.

The family has also 
asked for continued 
prayers as they recov-
er from the devastating 
loss.

Family flees blaze, loses rural home
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BY DAVID R. DRENNAN 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Pastor Ross Atwell and his wife 
Devon were preparing for just a reg-
ular Wednesday night business 
meeting recently at Freedom Gen-
eral Baptist Church when the unex-
pected happened. A missionary from 
Africa came to their church for Bible 
study.  

“Once he learned that we would be 
having a quick business meeting, he 
decided he would leave and come 
back another time,” Devon Atwell re-
called.  

But the Atwells couldn’t just let 
him leave without knowing more 
about this seemingly random visitor. 

It wasn’t just random. Atwell ex-
plained. 

“Our church, Freedom General 
Baptist, had been discussing and 
praying about various missions and 
missionaries,” the pastor said. 

Now there was a missionary liter-
ally at their door. They learned that 
his name was Samuel Kiguli, and 
that he was a pastor from Uganda. 
Though based in North Carolina, he 
had actually been to western Ken-
tucky several times to speak at local 
churches about his faith and Light 
with Truth Ministries, an orphanage 
in Uganda. 

 “The entire congregation was in 
awe that everything unfolded as it 
did that night. We all kept saying it 
was a “God thing”!” Atwell added.   

That random meeting wouldn’t be 
the only time Kiguli spoke at Free-
dom. The Atwells have learned 
much more about Kiguli and the or-
phanage in Uganda.  

“Through Light With Truth, he is 
able to spread the gospel near and 
far,” Atwell stated.  

The Atwells are also excited about 
future opportunities with Kiguli.  

“We don’t realize how blessed and 

fortunate we really are and how only 
one person can make all the differ-
ence in someone’s life. By support-
ing Sam and his ministry, if even 
just one person accepts Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior, it was well 
worth it,” the pastor said. 

Kiguli has also spoken at Em-
manuel Baptist Church three times 
since coming to America.  

“His spirit is contagious. Our con-
gregation was encouraged and in-
spired by his presence and 
message,” said Emmanuel Baptist 
Pastor Kirk Greenfield.  

Hearing from people like Kiguli is 
a great reminder of the Great Com-
mission, Jesus’ instruction to take 
the gospel to all nations, the pastor 
said. 

That Great Commission is some-
thing Kiguli takes seriously, as that 
is the reason why he is here.  Since 
his arrival in America in 2017, he 
has preached in various states, in-
cluding Kentucky, Virginia, West 
Virginia, North Carolina, Ohio, and 
Alabama.  

“Wherever the doors open...” 
Kiguli stated. 

Kiguli will also tell you that living 
out the Great Commission also re-
quires sacrifice. He hasn’t seen his 
family, including his wife and 
daughter, since he left Uganda in 
2017. Despite missing his family 
and home, Kiguli keeps his focus on 
serving the Lord. He described it as 
“a calling, a command to go no mat-
ter what. 

“God is always there to take me 
through,” Kiguli added.   

In addition to preaching the 
Gospel, Kiguli tells congregations he 
speaks to about the ongoing min-
istry in Uganda that he and his wife 
founded. Light with Truth Ministries 
serves 350 orphaned children by 
providing them clean water, food 

and healthcare. The children attend 
classes as well as church.  

“We assist families and reach peo-
ple for Christ,” Kiguli explained. 

Kiguli notes that being a Ugandan 
missionary in America has some 
distinct challenges.  

“The challenge is to go where no 
one knows you, to get established 
and do what God is telling you to 
do,” he said.  

Kiguli has worked to build trust 
with churches and leaders here, 
particularly emphasising that he is 
not just here after money. Kiguli ex-
plained,  

“I am here to promote salvation 
and God’s grace. I go to many 
churches with different names, but 
I just preach Jesus,” he said. 

As far as funding, Kiguli says 
many churches and associations 
have blessed him while he has 
served in the area. This included the 
Ohio River Baptist Association al-
lowing him to stay at their office. 
These blessings have allowed him to 
continue his ministry both here and 
back home in Uganda.  

“God is faithful. When you need 
money for food or gas, you have it. If 
you don’t have it, wait till tomor-
row,” Kiguli said. 

He considers every opportunity to 
share Christ with others – whether 
in Marion or anywhere else – a priv-
ilege.  

“It is an opportunity I don’t want 
to lose. I do it with all my heart,” he 
said.  

Kiguli also noted that his ministry 
here was an opportunity to say 
“thank you” in person as he recalled 
how American missionaries travelled 
to Uganda and shared their faith. 
That was how he became a Chris-
tian.  

“The Bible changes lives,” he 
stated.

POSTAL 

Continued from page 1 
ignore. Here we are asking people to 
use the mail to save the mail. Yet 
that may be exactly what is re-
quired. 

The next time your newspaper 
shows up three days late, don't just 
shrug and assume that's the way 
things are now. It doesn't have to be. 
Delayed service is not progress. It is 
not modernization. It is simply poor 
service. 

Uncle Sam needs to hear from the 
people who are paying the postage 
and waiting by the mailbox. 

For years, Washington has de-
bated postal policy as though it were 
an accounting exercise. Out here, it 
is much more personal than that. It 
is prescriptions. Paychecks. Bills. 
Family letters. Legal notices. And 
yes, your hometown newspaper. 

When those things fail to arrive on 
time, the problem isn't ours alone. 

It belongs to every American who 
still expects the simple promise 
made by the mailbox at the end of 
the driveway: put it in here, and it 
will get there. 

That promise is worth fighting for. 
 
Chris Evans, a newspaperman since 1979, has been editor of The 

Press for more than 30 years and is the author of South of the Mouth of 
Sandy, a true story about crime along the Tennessee River. You can find 
it on Amazon or wherever books are sold. 

STAFF REPORT 
Despite navigating two of the 

largest infrastructure chal-
lenges in the city's recent his-
tory, Marion officials say the 
community is entering a new 
phase focused on rebuilding 
equipment, improving services 
and investing in long-term cap-
ital needs. 

The Marion City Council re-
cently approved the city's fiscal 
year 2026-27 budget, which 
takes effect this week The 
spending plan projects approx-
imately $7.2 million in rev-
enues and $8.15 million in 
expenditures. While the overall 
budget is noticeably smaller 
than the previous fiscal year's 
plan, City Administrator Adam 
Ledford said that comparison 
is misleading because last 
year's budget included millions 
of dollars tied to the comple-
tion of the city's sewer rehabil-
itation project.  

The city has been through a 
great deal over the past few 
years with the sewer project 
and then the water issues sur-
rounding Lake George. Yet the 
city administrator said the 
town’s financial  framework is 
on solid footing and it can now 
begin focusing on replacing 
equipment and making im-
provements that have been put 
off for years. 

While the water situation has 
not been completely solved, 
plans are to eventually move 
toward buying water wholesale  
from Crittenden-Livingston 
Water District, which is build-
ing a new plant on the Cum-
berland River. When that 

happens, the city will mothball 
its owns water plant and rely 
soley on the two-county water 
supplier, which is spending 
more than $50 million to in-
crease capacity at its plant and 
improve the distribution sys-
tem. 

The city spent the past sev-
eral years completing a major 
sewer system rehabilitation 
project while simultaneously 
confronting the water crisis 
after a leak was discovered in 

the earthen dam at Lake 
George, Marion's longtime 
water source. Those challenges 
required significant financial 
commitments and forced city 
leaders to concentrate re-
sources on critical infrastruc-
ture. 

With the sewer project com-
plete and the city continuing to 
move forward with long-term 
plans to secure a more reliable 
water supply, Ledford said 
Marion is now in a position to 

address other needs that have 
accumulated over time. 

One of the most visible prior-
ities is upgrading the city's 
aging fleet of equipment. 

Ledford said Marion has 
gone years without owning a 
street sweeper. Likewise, 
equipment such as a leaf vac-
uum has been absent from the 
city's inventory despite its use-
fulness in maintaining neigh-
borhoods and storm drainage 
systems. 

“We haven't had some of this 
equipment for a long time,” 
Ledford said.  

Such equipment, the city ad-
ministrator said, helps the 
maintenance department do its 
jobs more efficiently and pro-
vide better services to resi-
dents.  

“People will begin seeing 
some of those investments over 
the next few years,” Ledford 
said. 

The city's capital improve-
ment plan reflects that re-
newed emphasis on replacing 
aging equipment and investing 
in municipal infrastructure. 
Among the planned purchases 
are a street sweeper, additional 
police vehicles, new firefighting 
equipment and self-contained 
breathing apparatus, park and 
trail improvements, and con-
tinued upgrades to the city's 
water and sewer systems. 
Larger utility projects, include 
water line replacements and 
improvements to clearwells at 
the water plant. Those holding 

tanks will be used now in sup-
port of the city’s water plant, 
but can also be used going for-
ward when Marion swithces 
over to Crittenden-Livingston 
Water District. 

Those water projects are ex-
pected to rely heavily on grants 
and other outside funding 
rather than local tax dollars.  

The operating budget also 
continues to prioritize public 
safety and essential city serv-
ices. Funding is provided for 
police, fire, street mainte-
nance, parks, planning and 
zoning, utility operations and 
tourism while maintaining 
debt obligations associated 
with previous infrastructure 
investments.  

Ledford said city officials 
have worked to balance main-
taining existing services while 
preparing for future needs. 

Infrastructure isn't some-
thing people see every day, 
Ledford said, but it's critical to 
the community.  

“Now we're reaching the 
point where we can also begin 
replacing equipment,” he 
added. 

While much of the city's re-
cent attention has focused on 
major infrastructure projects, 
Ledford said the newly adopted 
budget represents a transition 
from addressing urgent needs 
to planning strategically for the 
future. He said the city has 
weathered some significant 
challenges and now it's time to 
invest in the future. 

The City of Marion is preparing to rehabilitate and repaint its two 
clear well water storage tanks at the treatment plant, a project offi-
cials say will improve water quality while extending the life of the 
infrastructure. The $443,000 project will include interior and exterior 
repairs and painting of the 200,000- and 110,000-gallon tanks, which 
have not been painted in more than two decades. Water Superin-
tendent Jeff Black said the work will help eliminate accumulated 
iron and manganese deposits, allowing the tanks to “start fresh.” 
One tank will remain in service while the other is rehabilitated, with 
each phase expected to take seven to eight days. 

Marion’s FY27 budget aims to invest in equipment
  MARION CITY COUNCIL REPORT

Ugandan missionary leaves mark on local churches

Missionary Samuel Kiguli and Freedom General 
Baptist Pastor Ross Atwell stand inside the 
church’s sanctuary.

TOURISM 
Continued from page 1 
eral Museum in Marion. 

Among neighboring counties, 
Caldwell County posted the region's 
largest increase, with visitor spend-
ing rising 23.5% to $14.03 million. 
The state’s figures came with no ex-
plaination for increases or decreases 
in each county. 

Regional rankings for total visitor 
spending placed Lyon County first at 
$31.18 million, followed by Liv-
ingston County at $23.44 million, 
Caldwell County at $14.03 million, 
Union County at $5.72 million, Web-
ster County at $4.40 million and 
Crittenden County at $4.26 million. 

Within Crittenden County, trans-
portation-related spending ac-
counted for the largest share of 
visitor expenditures at $1.36 million, 
followed by lodging at $1.07 million. 
Retail purchases totaled $900,000, 
while food and beverage spending 
reached $750,000. Recreation 
spending was reported at $180,000. 

The figures come as Marion's 
Tourism and Recreation Commis-
sion continues to invest in commu-
nity events, heritage tourism and 
local attractions. The commission is 
funded through a 3% restaurant and 
lodging tax, and local officials have 
noted that tax collections have 
shown steady growth in recent 
years. 

“Marion and Crittenden County 
offer unique visitor experiences,” 
said Michele Edwards, executive di-
rector of the Marion Tourism Com-
mission. “With limited lodging 
availability our travelers are typically 
day users. They are visiting our 
Amish Community, the Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park and attractions 
such as the Clement Mineral Mu-
seum and the Cave-In-Rock Ferry.    

Edwards said Marion Tourism and 
Recreation Commission’s newly ap-
proved budget for FY27 offers an op-
portunity to increase marketing for 
attractions, event funding and qual-
ity-of-life projects such as Commu-
nity Arts Foundation, city-county 
park and city beautification.    

“We plan to expand our downtown 
mural trail and possibly add a new 
Christmas event,” she said. 

Statewide, tourism generated a 
record $14.6 billion economic im-
pact in 2025 and supported nearly 
97,000 jobs. Gov. Andy Beshear said 
81.1 million travelers visited Ken-
tucky during the year, spending a 
total of $10.4 billion across the 
state. 

"Kentucky has the best experi-
ences," Gov. Andy Beshear said 
while announcing the report. "From 
climbing and hiking at the Red River 
Gorge, to witnessing the rare moon-
bow at Cumberland Falls State Re-
sort Park.” 

 

Auditions open Monday 
for CAF’s outdoor play 
Macbeth in September 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Auditions for the Community Arts Founda-
tion's production of Macbeth will be held Mon-
day, July 6 at Fohs Hall. According to the CAF, 
the classic Shakespearean tragedy has been 
abridged and adapted for younger audiences. 
Auditions are open to students in fourth 
through 12th grades. 

The production marks the CAF directorial 
debut of Marion native Katie Keene, a Hollywood 
actress best known for her role as Galina in Net-
flix's Rogue Warfare trilogy. 

CAF officials Kim Vince and Braden Locke 
said the choice of Macbeth was intentional. 

“It's recognizable, has an interesting storyline 
and is seasonably appropriate,” Vince said, not-
ing the play's witches and ghosts make it a good 
fit for the fall season. 

“We've been growing our youth program 
through musicals,” Vince said. “This gives local 
youth a different platform to showcase their on-
stage talents.” 

Students interested in participating can reg-
ister and obtain audition materials at commu-
nityartsfoundation.org. 

The production opens Sept. 19 and is free to 
the public. Performances will be held outdoors 
on Hayward Lawn, across from Fohs Hall at the 
site of the former hospital. The show serves as 
CAF's pilot project for an annual outdoor pro-
duction at that location. 



Crittenden County Public Library 
is giving area readers plenty of rea-
sons to pick up a new book this 
summer, with dozens of recently 
added digital titles ranging from 
bestselling fiction and children's fa-
vorites to self-help, history and 
cookbooks. 

Political nonfiction leads this 
week’s list of new library arrivals with the release 
of Regime Change by veteran reporters Maggie 
Haberman and Jonathan Swan. The book offers an 
inside look at President Donald Trump’s second 
administration and examines how the White House 
has changed since his first term, drawing on ex-
tensive reporting and access to key figures.  

Among the week’s notable fiction releases is 
Whistler, a new novel from bestselling author Ann 
Patchett that explores family, memory and unex-
pected reunions after a chance encounter at a mu-
seum. Thriller fans may want to check out The 
Divorce, which follows a woman whose seemingly 
perfect life unravels after a bitter split, and Iron-
wood, featuring a detective on Catalina Island con-
fronting a growing threat to his community.   

Other new arrivals include We the Women: The 

Hidden Heroes Who Shaped America, which high-
lights overlooked women who helped shape the 
nation’s history, and The U.S. Constitution: A 
Comprehensive and Annotated Guide for the Mod-
ern Reader, an accessible guide to understanding 
the Constitution and its relevance today. Readers 
can contact the library for availability and borrow-
ing information.   

Livingston’s Doom is 
Driver Trainer of Year 

Livingston County Schools 
transportation employee Tammy 
Doom has been named the Ken-
tucky Association for Pupil 
Transportation's Driver Trainer 
of the Year. 

The award is presented annu-
ally to recognize individuals who 
demonstrate exceptional leader-
ship, professionalism and dedi-
cation to the training and 
development of school bus driv-
ers. The honor highlights those 
who have made significant con-
tributions to student transporta-
tion safety and excellence across 
Kentucky. 

Doom has worked for Liv-
ingston County Schools for more 
than 22 years and serves as 
driver trainer for the district's 
transportation department. Dur-
ing her tenure, she has been re-
sponsible for preparing and 
supporting school bus drivers, 
helping ensure they have the 
skills and knowledge necessary 
to safely transport students. 

Livingston County Trans-
portation Director Stacey 
Kirkham said Doom's experience 
and commitment have made her 
a valuable resource for the dis-
trict. 

“Tammy has demonstrated a 
long-standing commitment to 
excellence in student trans-
portation,” Kirkham said. “Her 
experience and knowledge make 
her an invaluable asset to our 
district, and she consistently 
uses that expertise to train and 
support drivers at the highest 
level.” 

Known for her hands-on ap-
proach and supportive leader-
ship style, Doom has helped 
strengthen the professionalism 
and preparedness of transporta-
tion staff throughout the district. 
School officials said she remains 
committed to staying current 
with safety standards, regula-
tions and best practices in pupil 
transportation. 

“Tammy leads with integrity, 
dedication, and a genuine pas-
sion for student safety,” Kirkham 
said. “Her work has made a last-
ing impact not only on our driv-

ers but also on the students and 
families we serve.” 

Livingston County Superin-
tendent Amy Ramage said the 
award reflects Doom's dedica-
tion to students and her com-
mitment to excellence. 

“This honor is a reflection of 
Tammy’s unwavering commit-
ment to our students and her 
dedication to excellence in 
everything she does,” Ramage 
said. “We are incredibly proud of 
her accomplishments and grate-
ful for the positive impact she 
has had on our transportation 
department and our entire 
school community.” 

Doom was recognized by the 
Kentucky Association for Pupil 
Transportation for her contribu-
tions to driver training and stu-
dent transportation safety 
throughout her career. 

 

Perryman on honors 
list at Mississippi U. 

Katie Perryman of Marion has 
been named to the University of 
Mississippi's Chancellor's Honor 
Roll for the Spring 2026 semes-
ter. 

Perryman, who is pursuing a 
Bachelor of Science degree in In-
tegrated Marketing Communica-
tions, earned the distinction by 
achieving a semester grade-
point average between 3.75 and 
4.0. 

She was among students rec-
ognized by the university for 
outstanding academic achieve-
ment. To qualify for the Chan-
cellor's Honor Roll, students 
must complete at least 12 
graded credit hours during the 
semester and cannot be on aca-
demic probation. 

Also recognized was Ella 
Gough of Morganfield, who is 
pursuing a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree in Entre-
preneurship and also earned 
Chancellor's Honor Roll recogni-
tion. 

 

Chamber lunch event 
open to all; session is  
on scams and fraud 

Crittenden County Chamber 
of Commerce will host a Lunch & 
Learn event entitled "Avoiding 
Scams & Financial Abuse." It will 
be held at noon Tuesday, July 7. 

The event is open to members 
and non-members. First United 
Bank is sponsoring the luncheon 
at Rocket Arena. This informa-
tive session is billed as a great 
opportunity to learn practical 
ways to protect yourself and 
your loved ones while connect-
ing with fellow Chamber mem-
bers. 

The Chamber is also asking 
members to complete its annual 
member survey to help guide fu-
ture programming, networking 
opportunities and educational 
events aimed at supporting local 
businesses. It can be found on-
line at the Chamber website. 

 

Dr. Maddux earns Fellow 
Dr. Jonathan 

Maddux of Family 
Practice Clinic in 
Marion has been 
named a Fellow of 
the American Acad-
emy of Family 
Physicians (FAAFP), 
one of the organization’s highest 
professional distinctions. 

The fellowship recognizes 
family physicians who have 
demonstrated excellence in pa-
tient care, lifelong learning, 
leadership and service to their 
communities while maintaining 
high professional standards. 

In announcing the honor, 
Family Practice Clinic congratu-
lated Maddux and thanked him 
for his dedication to the com-
munity and his patients. 

Dr. Maddux practices at Fam-
ily Practice Clinic, 518 W. Gum 
St., Marion. 

 

Fiscal  Court signs out 
of budget year 25-26 

Crittenden Fiscal Court com-
pleted several end-of-year ad-
ministrative actions during a 
special called meeting Tuesday 
ahead of the start of the new fis-
cal year on July 1. 

Magistrates approved second 
reading of a fiscal year 2025-26 
budget amendment increasing 
appropriations by $137,457, 
along with appropriation fund 
transfers. 

The court also approved the 
second reading of amendments 
to the county's administrative 
code, raising the formal bid 
threshold for procurements from 
$20,000 to $50,000. The ad-
ministrative code requires three 
price quotes for purchases be-
tween $5,000 and $50,000. 

In other action, the court ap-
proved claims since the previous 
meeting, end-of-year financial 
settlements and the property tax 
settlements. 
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50 YEARS AGO 
July 1, 1976 
n Crittenden County 4-H Senior English Horse Judging 
Team earned second place at the State 4-H Horse Judging 
Contest in Lexington. Donna Kirk received seventh-place 
High Point Individual honors. Team members were David 
Hodges, Donna Kirk, Donna Robinson and Wade Buntin. 
Kenneth Kirk served as coach. 
n The county's Junior English Horse Judging Team placed 
third in the state competition in Lexington. Team members 
were Kevin Heady, Shannon Todd, Perry Brookshire and 
Curt Buntin. Coaches were Kenneth Kirk and Sue Buntin. 
Kevin Heady also earned third-place High Point Individual 
honors. 
n Eulis Phelps landed a 31 1/4-pound blue channel catfish 
from the Ohio River below Dam 50. The giant fish was 
caught on a worm using a No. 6 bluegill hook with 14-
pound-test line. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
June 15, 2001 
n Marion Una Pizza received the Crittenden County 
Chamber of Commerce's First Dollar Award. Owner Wade 
Steward accepted the ceremonial dollar from Chamber Ex-
ecutive Director Jeanne Hodge. 
n Youth baseball players from Marion and Sturgis formed 
a travel team known as the Ohio River Pirates. Team 
members included Dustin Fox, Josh Ipock, Marcus 
George, Kyle Newcom, Darrian Smith, Tyler Cullen, 
Dakota Fletcher, Travis Conway, Zach Cosby and Dax 
McBride. Coaches were Troy Conway and Donnie New-
com. 
n The team of Jason Guess, John Tyner, Brad Guess and 
Ryan Perry captured the Paul E. Mick Memorial Golf Tour-
nament championship with a 17-under-par score in the 18-
hole event. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
June 23, 2016 
n Crittenden County Elementary School teacher Tiffany 
DeBoe received the Crittenden County School District's 
ROCKET WAY Teamwork Award for her work as a class-
room teacher and curriculum and instructional coach. 
n Audrey Croft and Carly Travis of the BRD Junior Dance 
Troupe competed at Talent on Parade in Nashville and 
Showstoppers in St. Charles, Missouri. Their troupe 
earned Diamond and Platinum awards at the St. Charles 
competition. 
n The following Marion students were named to the spring 
Dean's List at MSU: Kaci Beard, Melia Capello, Taylor 
Fritts, Casey Hamby, Robert Knox, Jenna Lynn, Jeremiah 
Markham, Cody Pinson, Samantha Quisenberry, Emily 
Shewcraft and Sabrina Stokes. 

Throwback Thursday From 1976 
Does anyone remember when, at 1 p.m. on July 4, 1976, 14-
year-old Gregory Joe Crider rang the Presbyterian Church 
bell 200 times to celebrate America's Bicentennial? That 
same bell is now on display at the Crittenden County Histori-
cal Museum in Marion. When Crider rang the bell during the 
Bicentennial celebration, it had been placed on a wagon and 
brought to the courthouse lawn for the ceremonial ringing. 

Crittenden County Public Library 

Tammy Doom and Chris Tilley, 
President of KAPT

FERRY 
Continued from page 1 
account for sharply in-
creasing operating 
costs. 

In a letter addressed 
to Crittenden County 
Judge Newcom and 
members of the Ohio 
River Ferry Authority, 
the ferry operator said 
the original proposed 
agreement provided no 
increase in funding over 
the amount approved 
two years ago despite 
significant increases in 
expenses.  

A subsequent pro-
posal that increased 

funding by about 10% 
also was declined. 

KYTC said the ferry 
operator requested a 
47% increase in funding 
without proposing addi-
tional services. The cab-
inet also noted state 
reimbursements for the 
ferry have more than 
doubled since 2018, in-
creasing from about 
$804,000 to $1.878 mil-
lion annually during the 
past two fiscal years. 
The agency added that 
Kentucky's other state-
supported ferries have 
experienced much 
smaller increases in op-
erating costs and that 

some also charge tolls in 
addition to receiving 
state subsidies. 

The idea of charging a 
toll has been discussed, 
but no serious negotia-
tions on that front have 
materialized, largely be-
cause an acceptable ad-
ministrative mechanism 
for collecting it has not 
been identified. 

The current state-
funded agreement ex-
pired Tuesday, June 30. 
The Ohio River Ferry 
Authority, created by 
the Crittenden County 
Fiscal Court, oversees 
management of the 
ferry, which is privately 

owned and funded 
equally by Kentucky and 
Illinois. 

Lewis has operated 
the Cave-In-Rock Ferry 
since purchasing it in 
1994. The ferry provides 
a free crossing between 
Crittenden County and 
Hardin County, Illinois, 
carrying more than 
200,000 vehicles each 
year. 

Newcom said negotia-
tions will continue, and 
he is hopeful the im-
passe can be resolved 
within the next few 
days, allowing ferry 
service to resume. 



Revisiting Crittenden’s first Farmers of the Year
Let’s revisit some past 

Farmers of the Year, the 
昀rst from 41 years ago 
– 1985. The Crittenden 
County Chamber of Com-
merce’s fourth annual 
Farm Festival would be 
presenting awards to Rob-
ert Lee White of the Tolu 
community and Reed 
James of Piney. White is 
being recognized by the 
Chamber as a  livestock 
producer and James as a 
grain farmer.

The Chamber spon-
sored the festival each 
year to give recognition to 
the role farming plays in 
the  economy of Critten-
den County. From the ar-
chives of The Crittenden 
Press, Sept. 12, 1985.
 –––

White is Top Stock 
Producer

Between the land he 
owns and what he rents 
or leases, Robert Lee 
White of the Tolu commu-
nity farms between 1,100 
and 1,200 acres. And that 
effort involves a hog and 
cow/calf opera-
tion.

White, 68, and 
his wife, Ada, a 
retired school 
teacher, are to be 
honored Satur-
day by the Crit-
tenden County 
Chamber of Com-
merce in ceremo-
nies at the court-
house as one of 
the county’s top 
livestock produc-
ers.

White normal-
ly markets about 
600 or so acres 
of grain he raises 
each year, with 
the assistance of 
three full-time employees, 
for the livestock opera-
tion.

Of the several facets 
of his farming, White re-
mains most partial to the 
hogs.

“Hogs have been bet-
ter to me over the years 
than cattle,” he acknowl-
edged, “although both 
have made some money 
at times.”

White’s hogs are for 
market – not show. 
They’re just hogs,” he 
said. While he keeps reg-
istered boars, he has ex-
perimented over the years 
with several varieties, and 
at present has both York-
shires and Hampshires.  
And he laments the fact 
that he recently didn’t 
buy a “good looking Ches-
ter White.”

White said he strives 
to produce a good ba-
con-type, marketable hog 
from his 345 sows.  He 
farrows 15 at a time in 
a continuous operation 
that has given him abut 
500 head of hogs on the 
farm at all times. He av-
erages abut eight pigs per 
litter.

His is a start-to-昀nish 
operation with hogs fed 

out to about 220 pounds. 
Most are sold, he said, 
at the Heinold market at 
Marion.

Although he at one time 
fed out his calves to fat 
weight, he no longer does. 
“I can’t compete with 
those feed lots out West,” 
he explained, “but I can 
sell them about a 600-
700 pound started calf.”

White says it takes him 
a year to 14 months to 
produce 昀nished calf. His 
cows calve in March or 
April, and except for what 
replacement heifers he 
keeps, he sells the others 
the next spring.

With the more frequent 
pig litters, a farmer can 
achieve an adequate cash 
昀ow, but calves are slow-
er, he noted.

White maintains two 
herds, plus about 40 re-
placement heifers. His 
“good herd” is about 60 
polled Herefords. The 
other is about 70 An-
gus-Hereferd crossbreds. 
For breeding stock, he 

uses main-
ly registered 
polled Here-
ford bulls.

To feed the 
stock, White 
raises about 
250 acres of 
corn a year, 
of which only 
a little is sold 
to market. 
Abut 35 acres 
is usually har-
vested for si-
lage for cattle 
feed. He also 
grows about 
100 acres of 
wheat and 
250 acres of 
soybeans.

While much of White’s 
crop is grown on Ohio 
River bottom land, suit-
able only for continuous 
row-cropping, on the hill 
ground he utilizes a ro-
tational program of corn, 
wheat, soybeans, wheat 
followed by hay for two 
or three years.  For his 
hay, White prefers a fes-
cue-clover mix.

Robert Lee White 
passed away at 101 years 
of age on Feb. 18, 2019 
and is buried in Maplev-
iew Cemetery.

–––
James is Crop Producer

With assistance from 
his son, Ricky, and his 
wife, Mary C. “Dolly,” 
Reed James for the past 
several yeas has been 
raising between 850 and 
1,000 acres of grain. Most 
of it is usually within a 
昀ve-mile radius of his 
Piney Road home.

This year, the Jameses 
have about 1,070 acres 
of crops, including about 
125 acres in Livingston 
County. That is divided 
between about 400 acres 
of corn and 350 acres of 
grain sorghum with the 
remainder in soybeans.

James said he usually 

raises about 150 acres 
of popcorn but has none 
this year because he, 
along with other Ken-
tucky farmers, could not 
get a contract from the 
Illinois based company 
he usually grows for.  The 
company cut contracts 
because of carry-over 
stock from last year, he 
explained.

James had an average 
yield of about 110 bushels 
per acre last year on his 

regular corn, but because 
of this year’s increased 
rainfall during the grow-
ing season, is expecting to 
average between 125 and 
130 bushels this year.  He 
normally averages about 
30 bushels per acres on 
soybean crops. 

“We all think we’re 
wearing out this Critten-
den County ground crop-
ping it,” James said, “but 
15 years ago if we got 75 
to 80 bushels per acres, 

we thought we were do-
ing good. Now everybody 
wants 110 to 120.”

James, who owns an 
elevator complex on the 
Princeton Road with a 
45,000 bushel storage 
capacity, probably has 
the most on-farm storage 
of any farmer Crittenden 
County.

He stores only corn and 
milo, though, because of 
the dif昀culty of handling 
soybeans in bins. Those 
he combines and stores 
at area elevators. That 
storage capacity enables 
him to get crops out of the 
昀eld at the proper time in 
the fall and to sometimes 
hold past harvest for the 
normally higher winter 
market prices.

James said he makes 
efforts to protect the 
ground on land he rents 
and leases. He usually 
rotates crops on an an-
nual basis and tries to get 
waterways seeded with 
wheat in the fall.

Additionally, he no-tills 
some of his crops. No-till-
ing, he said, helps to hold 
the soil, but he feels he 
gets better yields from 
conventionally tilled 昀elds 
because they have a bet-
ter plant population.

“Of course, it doesn’t 
matter how old you get 
or how long you’ve been 
farming, you learn some-
thing every year,” he said.

Over the years. James 
had experimented with 
most varieties of soybeans 
but has pretty well settled 
of Essex because of the 
higher yields it offers.

Like many bean farm-
ers, James says he’s not 
able to produce the high 
yields he got a few years 
ago. He attributes most 
of that reduction in yield 
to increases of vegetation 

problems in the 昀elds, 
especially from John-
son-grass.

James expects to see 
improvements again, 
though, in a few years 
because of new herbi-
cides which allow farmers 
to kill the grass in bean 
昀elds.

“Johnson-grass is a 
problem all over Critten-
den County,” he said. 
“We’re going to be 昀ghting 
it from now on. We just 
may as well get used to 
it.” With the newer chem-
icals, he predicted that 
if all farmers worked to-
gether, the Johnson-grass 
could be controlled. 

With grain predicted 
to be so cheap this fall, 
he said probably a lot of 
it, including some of his, 
will be going into gov-
ernment commodity loan 
programs. 

James uses his 167-
acre farm for hay and 
pasture for the dairy cat-
tle and raises the grain on 
leased land.

James, who has been 
farming all of his life, sees 
no bright future for grain 
farmers because of in-
creasing production cost 
and lower prices for the 
crops. The way the trend 
is going, there won’t be 
many grain farmers left in 
Crittenden County three 
years from now.

Reed James passed 
away at 90 years of age 
on May 28, 2020 and is 
buried in the Piney Fork 
Cemetery.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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Robert Lee White became Top Stock Producer for the 
year 1985. He is pictured with  his wife, Ada, on their farm 
near Tolu.

Reed James became Top Crop Producer for the year 
1985. He is pictured with  his wife, Dolly, on their farm on 
Piney Road.

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages
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Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $7 for one week, 
with a 10-cent charge for each word over the initial 20. 
Run the same ad for consecutive issues for only $4 each 
week. Now, all regular classi昀ed ads are placed on our 
Web site, www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.

You can also reach more than one million readers with 
one call! Contact the classi昀ed department for more 
information about placing a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.

It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is discriminatory, please contact the 
publisher immediately at (270) 965-3191.

All phone numbers listed for ads on this page are 
within the 270 area code unless otherwise noted.

for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to post 
a classi昀ed ad.

yard sale
Huge yard sale! Wednes-
day, July 1-Sunday, July 
5, 7 a.m.-4 p.m. Antiques, 
furniture, home goods, jew-
elry, collectibles and more, 
143 Whippoorwill Dr., Mar-
ion. Everything must go! 
(1t-26-p)

moving sale
Moving Sale - King Size 
Bed, Yoder’s Amish built 
with 2 matching night-
stands, $800. Nice stuff! 
Text ONLY (270) 969-0315. 
(8t-28-p)

real estate
Lots for sale, variety of 
sizes and locations. (812) 
457-0888. (tfc) kc

for rent
New 2BR, 2 bath mobile 
home with water, sewer, 
environmental fees includ-
ed. $650/mo. (270) 967-
9003. (tfc/kc)
3 BR, 2 bath mobile home 
with water, sewer and en-
vironmental fees included. 
$700/mo. (270) 967-9003. 
(tfc/kc)

services
Do you need a job done? 
Big or small, give us a call: 
270-704-1888. Better Built 
Home Solutions: Wood 
decks, pressure washing, 
window washing, roo昀ng, 
painting, tree trimming/
cutting, sealcoating, gen-
eral maintenance jobs 
and much more. Free esti-
mates! (4t-28-p) 

notice
Donations for the upkeep 
of  Old Mt. Zion Cemetery 
may be sent to: Old Mt. 
Zion Cemetery may be 
sent to: Old Mt. Zion Cem-
etery, ℅ Colleen Harbour, 
246 Cotton Patch Rd., Mar-
ion,KY 42064 (15t-p) 
No hunting or trespassing 
on Don Herrin Farms LLC. 
WIll prosecute. (p)
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auc-
tion etc. in this newspaper 
plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 

The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
si昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts avail-
able. Call: 1-866-981-1569
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-
5986
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE
FOR RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space 
for rent: Second 昀oor with 
four large of昀ce areas, re-
stroom. Of昀ce desks fur-
nished. Located ½ mile 
from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, 
gas, utilities and internet in-
cluded. $2,200  per month.  
Call Bonnie Howard, Ken-
tucky Press Association, 
502-223-8821.

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-

tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv 
and get your 昀rst three 
months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimit-
ed Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power Of 
3 5G Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and Get 
The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt 
we help you be debt free in 
as little as 24-48 months. 
Pay nothing to enroll. Call 
Now: 1-877-857-0268
DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran 
Car Donations at 1-833-
984-2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans 昀nd work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-877-846-0382

FOOD/GROCERY

Omaha Steaks - World 
Famous Perfection! 100% 
guaranteed and delivered 
to your door! Our All-Time 
Grilling Faves comes with 8 
FREE Omaha Steaks Clas-
sic Burgers ONLY $99.99.  
Call 1-877-542-1507 and 
mention code 81305BVA 
or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/Savory3148

FOUNDATION REPAIR

Acculevel. Your founda-
tion repair and basement 
waterproo昀ng experts. 
Whether basement, crawl 
space or concrete slab 
we’ll guide you on the right 
path to a healthy home. 
Act now! Up to $600 off. 
Restrictions apply. Call for 
a free consultation. 1-866-
558-7730

HEALTH

Audien Hearing. The 
world’s 昀rst hearing aid 
with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or 
prescriptions. 45-day risk 
free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy cus-
tomers. Call Audien 1-888-
513-0453
Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special 
- Only $99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFil-
ter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call 
today 1-866-329-2415 to 
schedule a FREE inspec-
tion and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military 
& Seniors get an additional 
10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see rep-
resentative for warranty 
and offer details.
Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy 
greater independence and 
stay in the home you love. 
Feel safe on every level. 
$750 off plus FREE instal-
lation. Made in the U.S.A. 
Call today for a free quote. 
1-855-820-2844

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-688-8576 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

HOME WARRANTY

Repairing or replacing ap-
pliances and home sys-
tems like heating and cool-
ing can be costly. A home 
warranty plan can help. 
Start saving and get 30% 
off any plan today. Work-
manship Guarantee includ-
ed. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-866-384-
8998
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26#6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-866-327-1782

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 

less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 1-877-805-
1196

TAX HELP

End your tax worries to-
day. Let us make your 
tax problem our priority. 
Scared, stuck with high tax 
amounts? Our A+ tax pro-
fessionals can help. Call 
for a FREE consultation. 
Call Priority Tax now 1- 
855-671-3561

TRAVEL/VACATION

YMT Vacations. Over 50 
guided tours available. Af-
fordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for 
mature travelers. Our tours 
include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage 
handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a professional 
Tour Director and select 
meals. For a limited time 

SAVE $250 on all tours. 
Call YMT today. 1-844-
870-5218

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES. Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Dayto-
na, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-877-403-2862

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/
Kentucky

Classifieds The Crittenden Press The Press Online
CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com
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According to Ipsos, 73% 
of Americans who were 
asked, “Taking all things 
together, would you say 
you are very 
happy, rather 
happy, not very 
happy, or not 
happy at all?”, 
answered they 
were happy or 
very happy. 
Our founding 
fathers would 
昀nd this a ridic-
ulous question. 
I am not certain 
they would even 
u n d e r s t a n d 
what was being 
asked.

According to 
the latest Gal-
lup “world hap-
piness report”, 
the United 
States ranks 23rd in world 
happiness. It is based on 
the question, “Imagine a 
ladder from 0 (worst pos-
sible life) to 10 (best pos-
sible life). On which step 
do you personally feel you 
stand?” These surveys 
bring out great admira-
tion for the Nordic nations 
– which consistently land 
in the top ten. Aristotle 
would have no idea what 
that question was asking. 
Those words, “personally 
feel you stand” in relation 
to “happiness” would not 
make any sense at all.

The signatories of the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence, too, would have had 
something very different in 
mind when they read, “life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.” Sometime be-
tween then and now the 
powerful social contract 
of “pursuing happiness” 
lost is ethical and commu-

nal force. It has become a 
subjective feeling, discon-
nected from morality. It 
is possible to answer the 

question, “Are 
you happy?” 
in the af昀rma-
tive and be a 
wretched hu-
man being.

This mat-
ters. When we 
think of the 
Declaration of 
Independence 
and the pursuit 
of happiness 
and layer onto 
it our current 
understanding, 
we will end up 
with populist 
politicians who 
want to help 
us be happy. 
We will begin to 

see rights as means to our 
happiness and might even 
become polarized in our 
thinking. We will see those 
that stand in the way of 
our happiness as not just 
political opponents, but 
rather bigoted hatemon-
gers. I hope that never 
happens...oh, never mind.

The signers of the Dec-
laration and those that 
rati昀ed the Constitution 
and Bill of Rights were 
steeped in Ancient Gre-
co-Roman philosophy and 
the Enlightenment. If we 
are to rescue the idea of 
“happiness”, starting with 
what the ancients meant 
is helpful.

In Nicomachean Eth-
ics, Aristotle teaches that 
“happiness” is virtuous 
pursuit over one’s whole 
life, “...Human good turns 
out to be activity of soul 
in accordance with virtue, 
and if there are more than 

one virtue, in accordance 
with the best and most 
complete. But we must 
add ‘in a complete life.’ 
For one swallow does not 
make a summer, nor does 
one day; and so, too, one 
day, or a short time, does 
not make a man bless-
ed and happy.” I.7 (trans. 
W.D. Ross).

Cicero lines up well with 
“pursuit of happiness” as 
a communal (national) 
pursuit that supersedes 
individual pursuits. This 
means seeking a society 
that frees us as much as 
possible from fears, anx-
ieties, pains, and diseas-
es. This is a project, not a 
state of being or a passing 
feeling, 

“For he who is subject to 
the greatest anxieties and 
fears cannot be happy; nor 
he who is tormented by 
pains and diseases; nor 
he who is in want of the 
necessaries of life, or de-
pendent on the bounty of 
others. But when a man 
is free from these evils, 
and is furnished with the 
greatest and most numer-
ous advantages, then he is 
in that condition which we 
call happy.” —Cicero, On 
the Ends of Good and Evil, 
(trans. H. Rackham).

In 1725, Francis 
Hutcheson wrote, “In com-
paring the moral qualities 
of actions, in order to reg-
ulate our election among 
various actions, we are 
led by our moral sense of 
virtue to judge that that 
action is best, which pro-
cures the greatest happi-
ness for the greatest num-
bers; and that the worst, 
which, in like manner, 
occasions misery.” An In-
quiry into the Original of 

Our Ideas of Beauty and 
Virtue, Treatise II, sect. III.

These ideas remind us 
that happiness was not 
a detached personal pur-
suit. It is true that individ-
uals pursued happiness, 
but it was not to be gained 
at the expense of society – 
and ideally not of others. 

We have veered from 
this thinking and turned 
the feeling of happiness 
into a marker of a success-
ful life. There is some good 
advice given that indicates 
our happiness is not found 
in pursuing it for its own 
sake, but rather through 
service and kindness to-
ward others. But this still 
misses the mark of our 
founders because, at its 
root, it is still self-serving. 
Our founding fathers de-
sired a society where peo-
ple can build a life of rel-
ative security and enough 
wealth not to be concerned 
with the necessities of life. 

Jeremiah 29:7 tells the 
people in exile, “Seek the 
welfare of the city where I 
have sent you… for in its 
welfare you will 昀nd your 
welfare.” Proverbs 11:10-
11 says, “When the righ-
teous prosper, the city 
rejoices… By the blessing 
of the upright a city is ex-
alted.”

When we begin to look 
not only to our own “hap-
piness” but also the “hap-
piness” of others we will be 
a little closer to the “pur-
suit of happiness” again.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Can we rescue “happiness”?

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 
5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building from the Thrift Store.

n A blessing box containing non-perishable food and 
household goods is located on the Bellville Street en-
trance of Marion United Methodist Church. 

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Every-
one is welcome to take items or place them in the box for 
others to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 4-5:30 p.m., third Wednesday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy 
in Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days 
week at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The 
Clothes Closet is operated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. each 
Thursday. The Clothes Closet will be closed in case of 
severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Satur-
day of every month.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

Religious Outreach

Let God’s love flow through your life
Question: I’m new in 

church. I’m surprised about 
the amount of gossiping, 
lying, and betrayal among 
church people. It seems like 
people outside the church 
do a better job of showing 
love than Christians do. 
Why aren’t people in the 
church more loving?

Answer: Your observa-
tion of negative talk and ac-
tions is spot on. There’s far 
too much contention among 
church people. When we 
cause hurt feelings, it is 
not Christlike. The devil is 
pleased when Christians 

harm one another. All con-
tention in the church is a 
negative witness for Christ 
in the community. 

God’s Word tells us, “Love 
one another, because God 
is love” (1 Jn. 4:7). God’s 
very nature is love. When 
we express genuine love 
to others, we are exhibiting 
God’s nature. 

God not only gives His 

children His nature of love, 
He gave them His Son, 
Jesus, to live out His love 
through them. His Word 
explicitly af昀rms this truth, 
“God sent his one and only 
Son into the world so that 
we might live through him” 
(1 Jn. 4:9). If you are having 
a hard time loving someone, 
remember you live through 
Christ. Ask Jesus, who lives 
in you, to help you love that 
person. You have the ca-
pacity to love that person 
because it is Christ in you 
doing the loving.

Every Christian needs 

to become more loving to 
everyone and particularly 
to one’s Christian brothers 
and sisters in the church. 
Strive to be a growing Chris-
tian who is becoming more 
like God and to exhibit His 
nature of love every day. It 
may be a slow process, but 
the very fact that He hasn’t 
given up on us and that we 
are becoming more loving, 
more patient, and more 
kind as we learn from Him 
is proof of His unconditional 
love for us.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



My dad was almost 94 when he de-
parted this “land of the free and home 
of the brave” and went to his Heavenly 
reward. He was an amazing guy! His 
quest, right up to his 
last day in February 
2015, was to learn 
something new each 
and every day. He was 
still reading the Padu-
cah Sun every day and 
The Crittenden Press 
every Thursday. He 
was also reading sev-
eral magazines each 
month, including Na-
tional Geographic, Bib-
lical Archaeology 
Review, Air & Space 
Smithsonian, along 
with his favorites, 
Reminisce and Popular Science. He 
loved reading about the past, but he 
also loved to read about new things, 
new research, and new discoveries. 

Although he was very intelligent, this 
computer age/information age was very 
difficult for him to wrap his head 
around. He sometimes felt like a for-
eigner in his own land. He didn’t even 
know how to turn on a computer. Al-
though he had a cellphone, it was a 
typical old Nokia with no internet ac-
cess. Even though he loved learning 
about new things, he preferred to live 

the old, familiar way of life. His house 
was built in 1957. His newest vehicle 
was 16 years old with about 340,000 
miles, while his old 1981 F-150 had 
over 400,000 miles. Still, he enjoyed life 
and looked forward to every single day. 
He also loved his country, and he 
proudly served his country in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II. He strongly 
felt that our freedoms were worth fight-
ing for and defending. 

As we think of the old versus the new, 
let’s think about our nation. We’re 
about to celebrate America’s semiquin-
centennial... Happy 250th Birthday, 
America! (We’ve never done this before.) 
Our nation is a wonderful mixture of 
the old – the wonderful heritage of the 
past 250 years – and the new, as we 
look toward the vast new opportunities 
ahead of us. 

Things have changed a great deal 
over the past 250 years, yet the basic 
idea of FREEDOM is still something to 
be cherished, pursued, and defended. 
The citizens of the original thirteen 
colonies had lived in dreadful condi-
tions under the tyranny of England for 
far too long. Finally, they had experi-
enced enough. Their rebellion resulted 
in military action by England against 
the colonies, leading to the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord in April 1775, 
which are considered to be the first bat-
tles of the Revolutionary War. Interest-

ingly, the colonies never declared war 
on England. As I understand it, neither 
side declared war on the other. King 
George III simply sent his troops to 
America in order to crush the rebellion 
of the fledgling colonies, which were 
openly defying the directives of Parlia-
ment. The Second Continental Con-
gress convened in Philadelphia in May 
1775. Delegates began to further unite 
the various colonies as they moved the 
country toward total FREEDOM from 
England. The Lee Resolution of July 2, 
1776, declared that the 13 colonies 
were, in fact, free and independent 
states, totally separate from the British 
Empire. The much more well-known 
Declaration of Independence passed 
unanimously on July 4, outlining 27 
grievances and openly declaring our in-
dependence from England. 

I strongly believe that we should be 
reminded regularly about this vital part 
of our nation’s history and the fact that 
FREEDOM was so desired and cher-
ished that the colonists were willing to 
lay down their lives, if necessary, in 
order to obtain it. Let’s be reminded 
once again of those opening words of 
this larger-than-life document upon 
which our great nation exists: 
In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776. 

The unanimous Declaration of the 
thirteen united States of America, 

"When in the Course of human 

events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them with an-
other, and to assume among the pow-
ers of the earth, the separate and equal 
station to which the Laws of Nature and 
of Nature's God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind re-
quires that they should declare the 
causes which impel them to the sepa-
ration. We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness." 

It is my belief that these words 
should inspire, unite, and challenge us 
to cherish the wonderful FREEDOMS 
we hold so dear. We acknowledge those 
who so bravely and tirelessly sacrificed 
and worked together to set in motion 
those things which have propelled us 
forward to this moment in time as we 
observe this momentous SEMIQUIN-
CENTENNIAL of our great and glorious 
republic... “one nation under God, indi-
visible, with liberty and justice for all." 

Let us always continue to cherish, 
pursue, and defend our FREEDOMS. 
God bless America, my home, sweet 
home. 

Author Chris Clarke grew up in Crit-
tenden and Livingston counties and has 
an equestrian ministry, Happy Trails.
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Chris 
CLARKE
Press Columnist

Happy Trails

The Fourth of July, Independ-
ence Day, is always a special day 
but this year it is even more excit-
ing  because our country is cele-
brating its 250th birthday! 

Unfortunately, we see people 
who either do not know much 
about our country’s history, or 
they know and just do not care. We 
frequently see reports 
of flags being burned, 
or otherwise defaced. 
It hurts to see this 
kind of disregard for 
the flag which is the 
face of the United 
States Of America; a 
flag that has seen 
many struggles and 
sacrifices to make 
this country the 
greatest in the world. 

But that aside, there are many 
both in this country and around 
the world who revere the flag and 
its symbolic meaning. 

In July 2001, my husband re-
ceived a birthday gift from our 
grandson who was in the Marine 
Corps and stationed in Washing-
ton, DC while awaiting assign-
ment. In the package we found an 
American Flag folded in a triangle 
and encased in a glass fronted 
frame. On the front was a plaque 
which read, “Flown over the Wash-
ington Navy Yard and Marine Bar-
racks, 8th and I on July 4, 2001.” 

Also in the package was  a hand-
written letter which read: 

Grandpa Al, 
When I started to think about 

what I wanted to give you for your 
birthday I couldn't think of what 
you would want. So, I narrowed it 
down to three categories. I wanted 
the gift to be something you would 
like, I wanted it to be special, and I 
wanted it to be something that you 
would remember for a long time.  

So, one day I was walking down 

by the Capital and there it was! It 
was the most beautiful thing…it 
was an American flag. The red, 
white, and blue strikes fear in our 
enemies. And it also gives people 
hope when they see it because they 
know that American troops are 
present and will protect them.  

Every time I see the American 
flag blowing in the breeze it makes 
me proud. The 50 stars and the 13 
stripes stand for Honor, Courage, 
Loyalty, Sacrifice, and Determina-
tion. I am sure that when you see it 
you have similar thoughts.  

I just want to personally thank 
you for what you have done for the 
United States of America and for all 
the things that you have taught me 
about life. I feel honored to present 
this gift to you.  

Happy birthday!!! 
Your grandson  

This was such a meaningful gift! 
The flag has occupied a prominent 
place in our home ever since it was 
received. The accompanying letter 
lets us see the flag through the 
eyes and heart of a 20-year-old.  

The letter has been shared many 
times with friends and family and 
every time it is read we are re-
minded to count our blessings and 
to be grateful  for America, for our 
freedoms, and for those who have 
made great sacrifices throughout 
these past 250 years. 

Happy Birthday America! 
 
 
Author Jenny Zimmer is a retired 

Human Resources Executive who, 
after living in Cincinnati for 53 
years, moved back to Marion, her 
home town, in 2023. She is currently 
involved with The Friends of the Li-
brary. She is a published author 
with a fourth book coming out in 
April 2026. She loves to paint, read 
and play Mahjong. 

The Fourth & Flag from 
a young soldier’s view

Rocket Baseball Celebrates Season 
Crittenden County High School’s baseball team recently held its annual award ceremony 
and post-season celebration. Among those honored were varsity and JV players (front 
from left) Zack Rustin, JV Defensive Player of the Year; Eli Herrin; Drake Young; Jett 
Champion; Cameron Nesbitt, JV Offensive Player of the Year; (back) assistant coach 
Trace Adams; Eli Lovell, Defensive Player of the Year; Jaxton Duncan, Pitcher of the Year; 
Quinn Summers, Most Valuable Player and Offensive Player of the Year; Brady Dayberry, 
JV Pitcher of the Year; Davis Perryman, Most Improved Player; Hudson Stokes and coach 
Riley Jones. Not pictured Darryl Sherer, Teammate of the Year. The Rockets finished the 
season with a 14-18 record, tied for the regular-season Fifth District championiship and 
finished runner up in the district tournament. 

BY DAVID R. DRENNAN 
FOR THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

The Crittenden County 
Board of Education met Thurs-
day, June 25 at the Rocket 
Arena Conference Room after 
its regularly scheduled June 
16 meeting was postponed. 
Board members approved a 
lengthy list of action items to 
close out the current fiscal 
year and prepare for the new 
fiscal year that begins July 1. 

The board recognized recent 
Crittenden County High School 
graduate Madison Walker for 
her election as the 2026-27 
Kentucky FFA Pennyrile State 
vice president. 

"I am very blessed, and it is 
a pleasure to serve the agricul-
ture community as well as the 
schools in my district," Walker 
told the board. She also 
thanked those who had sup-
ported her along the way. 

Board member Ryan Mc-
Daniel praised Walker, saying, 
"We could not have a better 
ambassador for Crittenden 
County." CCHS Principal Josh 
Cook, agriculture teacher Mar-
lee Lanham and Board Chair-
man Chris Cook also 
congratulated Walker on the 
achievement. 

Director of Public Relations 
Tiffany Blazina gave the board 
a preview of the district's up-
coming presentation at the Na-
tional Model Schools 

Conference in Orlando, Fla., 
next week. 

"The district was selected as 
one of eight districts nation-
wide to present as a model 
school district," Blazina said. 

The presentation will high-
light the district's emphasis on 
building strong student rela-
tionships and community part-
nerships while showcasing 
recent positive data from the 
high school. 

"When you get the culture 
right, things start happening," 
Blazina said. 

Joining Blazina at the con-
ference will be district leaders 
Diana Lusby, Josh Cook, 
Laura Kinder, Laurie Holcomb 
and Stephanie Hargrove. 

Superintendent Tonya Driver 
reported on personnel changes 
and recent accomplishments. 
She also announced the dis-
trict received $2,800 through 
Ideal Market's "Spirit Pump" 
program, which donates 1 cent 
from every gallon of fuel sold at 
the designated pump to district 
athletics. 

Driver said the board's next 
working session is scheduled 
for July 14, when members 
will review district policies and 
procedures. 

Chairman Chris Cook also 
announced he will participate 

in the Kentucky School Boards 
Association Summer Confer-
ence July 10-11 in Lexington, 
where he will serve on a panel 
with a superintendent and 
chief finance officer from other 
Kentucky school districts. 

Many of the board's 39 ac-
tion items involved routine 
end-of-year business and 
preparations for the new fiscal 
year. Members approved ex-
tended-day contracts, memo-
randums of agreement for 
mental health counseling and 
dual-credit programs, and sev-
eral final payments related to 
the middle school construction 
project. 

Driver noted many of the 
construction payments repre-
sented the final invoices asso-
ciated with the project. 

The board also approved in-
creased wages for summer 
workers and a higher price for 
adult school meals beginning 
this fall. 

Several items previously dis-
cussed during the June work-
ing session also received final 
approval. Those included 
stipends for CCHS bookkeeper 
Bree Brown, Athletic Director 
Austin Berry and district em-
ployees who obtain a commer-
cial driver's license to operate 
school buses. 

The board also approved the 
district's commercial insur-
ance, workers' compensation 
coverage and student accident 
insurance. 

During the earlier working 
session, board members re-
viewed insurance quotes, pre-
miums and deductibles before 
selecting providers. Student 
accident insurance received 
the most discussion after 
board members requested an 
additional quote from the dis-
trict's insurance agent. 

Driver said some parents 
had expressed concerns that 
last year's policy provided in-
sufficient coverage. The revised 
plan includes several services 
covered at 100%. 

Board member Bill Asbridge 
encouraged the district to re-
open the bidding process for 
student accident insurance 
next year, saying he was un-
comfortable negotiating cover-
age with the current agent 
during the working session. 
District officials agreed the 
process could begin around 
December. 

The board also formally ap-
proved the purchase of a new 
elementary mathematics cur-
riculum, Eureka Math, which 
had been discussed during the 
working session. 

The $142,000 curriculum is 
classified as a High Quality In-
structional Resource, or HQIR, 

designed to meet at least 80% 
of Kentucky's academic stan-
dards. Driver said the pur-
chase will be funded through a 
combination of general funds 
and grants, with the district 
saving approximately $29,000 
by purchasing the curriculum 
outright. 

CCES Principal Laurie Hol-
comb said elementary teachers 
selected the curriculum and 
are eager to begin using it. 

Board members also recog-
nized longtime mechanic and 
transportation coordinator 
Wayne Winters, who is leaving 
the district for a new career op-
portunity. Winters will remain 
for a transition period to help 
train his replacement. 

"You have been a leader in 
our district and the state when 
it comes to transportation is-
sues," Chairman Cook said. 

Asbridge recalled working 
alongside Winters to champion 
the district's propane-powered 
school buses, while McDaniel 
said Winters had "left his 
mark" on the transportation 
program. 

Following Winters' resigna-
tion, the board approved com-
bining the district's digital 
learning coach and transporta-
tion coordinator positions. 

"It's hard to find a trans-
portation coordinator and me-
chanic together," Driver said.

  CRITTENDEN COUNTY Board of Education

Routine end-of-year business conducted by board

Let’s celebrate: We’ve never done this one before

Jenny 
ZIMMER 
Point of View

STAFF REPORT 
Salem City Council ap-

proved a 1% occupational 
payroll tax Tuesday that city 
officials say will provide a 
dedicated funding source for 
future needs while avoiding 
increases to property taxes 
and water and sewer rates. 

The tax will apply only to 
wages earned by employees 
working within the Salem 
city limits for businesses or 
independent contractors. 
City officials emphasized the 
ordinance does not establish 
a business license fee or a 
net profits tax. 

Revenue generated by the 
occupational tax will be ear-
marked for specific pur-
poses, with 60% dedicated 

to sewer improvements, 
30% to water line projects 
and 10% general fund. 

Mayor Gary Damron said 
the city is taking a proactive 
approach to avoid the finan-
cial challenges facing some 
neighboring communities. 

“We have to do something 
to be prepared for coming 
expenses in infrastructure 
like water and sewer,” Dam-
ron said. 

Officials said the city has 
intentionally designated 
how the revenue will be 
spent to ensure the funds 
address long-term capital 
needs. 

The occupational tax be-
comes effective in the fourth 
quarter of 2026, with the 

first payments due to the 
city in January. The rev-
enue, estimated at 
$115,000 to $130,000 an-
nually, will be included in 
the city's fiscal year 2026-27 
budget, which begins this 
week. 

City leaders said the pay-
roll tax spreads city opera-
tional and infrastructure 
costs beyond Salem resi-
dents by applying to anyone 
who works within the city 
limits, rather than relying 
solely on property owners or 
utility customers to fund fu-
ture infrastructure improve-
ments. 

Livingston County also 
has a 1% occupational pay-
roll tax.

Salem adopts citywide payroll tax
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Salem Class of 56 
Salem High School Class of 1956 celebrated its 70th Class Reunion June 13 at Deer 
Lakes Golf Course. Pictured are (front from left) are Geraldine Loyd Barnes, Anna 
Sue Croft Jennings, Shirley Grimes, Shirley Faye Williams, Tommy Wring, Doris 
Croft Belt, Vivian Mitchell Monroe, (back) George Malcolm, Dean Wilson, William 
Chittenden and Neil Ramage. 

BY DAVID R. DRENNAN 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Marion natives Travis 
and Chasity Allcock may 
have a small business in 
downtown Hopkinsville, 
but they still have a heart 
for the Crittenden 
County community. They 
recently began an initia-
tive within their small 
business to not only give 
back to the community 
they call home, but to 
honor their child who 
died of medical complica-
tions. 

The Allcocks started 
with a cottage bakery 
and then added home-
made soaps to their 
small business "adven-
ture." 

"We are learning as we 
go," Travis Allcock stated. 

While Chasity contin-
ues to operate the bakery 
side of things, Travis 
makes homemade goat 
milk soaps. Grizzly Up 
Soap Company took on a 
new life when the All-
cocks found a Hop-
kinsville soap business 
for sale on Facebook 
Marketplace. They moved 
to that location in August 
of last year. 

While being active 
members of the down-
town Hopkinsville com-
munity, the Allcocks 
have reached out to help 
community endeavors 
and promote small busi-
nesses. But home was on 
their minds, too. 

"We knew we wanted to 
do something at home," 
Chasity explained. 

While giving back was 
a strong motivation, the 
Allcocks also wanted to 
give back in a way that 
honored their child, 
Bella, who died in 2023 
at only 3 years old. 

"Bella loved music, and 
we always had music 
playing at home," Chasity 

recalled. 
The Allcocks also 

shared on their business 
Facebook page that 
music made Bella's eyes 
sparkle and that she 
loved to clap along to 
every song. It was Bella's 
love of music that 
prompted the Allcocks to 
consider Marion's Com-
munity Arts Foundation 
as the recipient of their 
outreach. 

"It's a good way to 
honor her," Travis ex-
plained. 

Both parents agreed 
that Bella would have 
undoubtedly participated 
in Community Arts 
Foundation activities to 
further her love of music. 

So the Allcocks put 
their plan into action, 
creating their Purchase 
With a Purpose Program. 
Their first product was 
Beautiful Bella Goat Milk 
Soap. According to the 
Grizzly Up Facebook 
page, "this soap was de-
signed with our Bella 

girl's beautiful, little soul 
in mind and the joy she 
brought to everyone who 
knew her. The yellow 
butterflies on top are a 
small reminder that her 
light still shines even 
now." 

Chasity further de-
scribed the soap as a 
popular scent that was 
"bright, floral and femi-
nine." 

For every Beautiful 
Bella soap purchased, 
the Allcocks will donate 
$3 to the Community 
Arts Foundation. Travis 
explained that was a 
good amount, but also 
intentional because Bella 
lived only three years. 

The Grizzly Up store 
features a display about 
Bella and the details of 
the Purchase With a Pur-
pose initiative. Cus-
tomers can learn about 
the Community Arts 
Foundation, including its 
website address. They 
can even make a dona-
tion directly to the pro-
gram to support arts and 
music education. Travis 
explained that one cus-
tomer made a donation 

after reading about the 
efforts. 

"It's a great conversa-
tion starter," he added. 

"Every purchase made 
in Bella's honor feels like 
a celebration of her life 
and the joy she brought 
into the world," Allcock 
explained on the Grizzly 
Up Facebook page. 

Beautiful Bella has 
since grown to include 
not only a soap, but also 
a perfume, sugar scrub 
and car diffuser. In addi-
tion to the store in Hop-
kinsville, the Allcocks 
take their products to 
shows, festivals and local 
Community Arts Foun-
dation events. At those 
events, the Allcocks also 
give an additional 15% of 
sales to the Community 
Arts Foundation's Stu-
dent Support Fund. 

"It is a lot of fun," they 
explained. 

One of those local 
Community Arts Foun-
dation events is the 
Legacy of Liberty Festival 
later this month. The All-
cocks and Grizzly Up 
Soap will have two 
booths at the event.

Travis Allcock is always hard at work at the Grizzly Up 
Soap Company in Hopkinsville. 

Soap honors 
daughter, and 
supports CAF

Bella Allcock is the name-
sake for the Beautiful 
Bella product line that the 
Allcocks are making. A 
portion of the sales are 
benefitting Marion's Com-
munity Arts Foundation. 

Never Miss 
a Word with 
The Press 
eEdition

Government offices 
and services in Critten-
den County will close in 
observance of the Inde-
pendence Day holiday. 

The Crittenden County 
Office Complex, Critten-
den County Road Depart-
ment, Marion 
Convenience Center and 
Crittenden County Ani-
mal Shelter will be closed 
Friday, July 3.  

Marion Convenience 
Center and Crittenden 
County Animal Shelter 
also will also be closed 

Saturday, July 4, reopen-
ing Monday. 

Marion City Hall will be 
closed Friday, July 3, 
and will reopen Monday. 

The U.S. Postal Service 
will observe the Inde-
pendence Day holiday on 
Saturday, July 4. Post of-
fices will be open and 
regular mail delivery will 
occur Friday, July 3.  

The Press office will 
close at noon Thursday 
and remain closed 
through the extended 
holiday weekend. 

Fourth of July Holiday Closings



Going postal 
on papers 

 
The Postal Service presents 

one of the curious contradic-
tions of modern America. 

A man can sit here in Mar-
ion, Kentucky, tap a glass 
screen with his finger, and 
within seconds communicate 
with someone in Singapore. 
He can track an 
Amazon package 
crossing three 
states in real time. 
He can summon a 
car, order supper, 
and monitor the 
weather in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Yet if he drops a 
letter in the mail-
box, it enters a 
black hole and chances of it 
making to hell’s half acre is 
about as slim as Barney Fife.  

The local post office still 
functions much as it always 
has. The carrier knows the 
roads. The mail gets sorted. 
Folks do their jobs. There is 
something reassuring about 
that.  

The trouble begins when 
that envelope leaves 42064. 

Somewhere between Marion 
and whatever vast processing 
center now governs its des-
tiny, the letter, or in our case 
a periodical, passes from the 
world of ordinary human com-
petence into a bureaucratic 
Bermuda Triangle. It disap-
pears into a system of scan-
ners, conveyors, algorithms 
and efficiency experts, only to 
emerge days, or sometimes 
weeks later, looking as though 
it has returned from a long 
and difficult voyage on a Pony 
Express fifth wheel trailer. 

The National Newspaper As-
sociation recently carried this 
complaint to the United States 
Senate. Community newspa-
pers, rural businesses and or-
dinary citizens are all 
encountering the same phe-
nomenon. Mail costs more. 
Service performs worse. Confi-
dence declines. 

What is remarkable is not 
that the system has problems. 
Every institution does. What 
is frustrating is that in an age 
that prides itself on technolog-
ical sophistication, we seem 
unable to accomplish what 
previous generations consid-
ered routine, carrying a letter 
from one American town to 
another in a reasonable 
amount of time. 

The Postal Service does not 
suffer from a lack of theories. 
Washington is full of theories. 
It suffers from a lack of re-
sults. 

Out here, people are not 
asking for innovation. They 
are asking for something far 
more radical. 

They want the mail deliv-
ered. 

There is a tendency in mod-
ern America to complain 
loudly to the nearest available 
target. When your newspaper 
arrives late, that target is 
often us. We understand. We 
hear from readers every week, 
and we appreciate it because 
it helps us document the 
problem. Sometimes we find 
an error in our own system. 

But after you call the news-
paper, please call somebody 
else. Call your senator. Call 
your congressman. Write a 
letter. Send an email. Let 
them know that reliable mail 
service still matters in places 
like Crittenden County. 

The Postal Service belongs 
to the American people. It is 
not a private corporation. It is 
not an app. It is not some dis-
tant abstraction housed in 
Washington. It is a public in-
stitution supported by taxpay-
ers and accountable to elected 
officials. 

If enough people speak up, 
perhaps somebody will listen. 
The irony is almost too rich to 

See POSTAL/page 3 

Fireworks Displays 
Fireworks options for 
Independence Day 

Area residents will have several 
opportunities to celebrate Inde-
pendence Day with fireworks dis-
plays around western Kentucky, 
led by two popular local events. 

Tolu's annual July 4 celebration 
returns Saturday, July 4 featuring 
children's activities, food vendors, 
live music, raffles and fireworks 
after dark. Activities include wet 
and dry bounce houses, a cornhole 
tournament, patriotic entertain-
ment and a variety of food options. 
Children’s events are sponsored by 
Tolu Methodist Church. 

The annual Thunder in the Val-
ley celebration will be held Friday, 
July 3 at Buddy Rogers Park in Fre-
donia. Festivities begin at 6 p.m., 
with concessions, bounce houses, 
face painting, live music, a patri-
otic dress contest and a new kids' 
chalk art contest. Fireworks are 
scheduled for dusk. 

Other regional fireworks dis-
plays include: July 3: Thunder Over 
Eddy Bay at Eddy Creek Marina, 
Light Up The Sky at Moors Resort & 
Marina in Gilbertsville, and a fire-
works display at Lake Barkley State 
Park near Cadiz. July 4: Calvert 
City's Ameribration celebration. 

Nominations are being 
accepted for Ag HoF 

Nominations are being accepted 
for the Crittenden County Agricul-
ture/Rural Leadership Hall of 
Fame, which recognizes individuals 
who have made significant contri-
butions to the county's agricultural 
community. Recipients may be 
farmers or others who have sup-
ported agriculture, including loan 
officers, government officials, ag-
business professionals and farm 
families. Nominees may be living 
or deceased. Nomination packets 
are available at the Crittenden 
County Extension Office and must 
be returned by the close of busi-
ness July 2. For more information, 
call 270-965-5236 or email 
deanna.brasher@uky.edu. Past in-
ductees have been Virgil Cook 
2021, Jack Voss 2021, Tommy 
Chandler 2022, Larry Parish 2023, 
Wade & Sue Buntin 2024 and Carol 
Hendrix 2025. 

  
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Community Prayer at 10 a.m., 
Saturday, July 4 at Marion Com-
mons. 

•Marion Code Enforcement 
Board will meet at 5 p.m., Monday, 
July 13 at city hall. 

•Livingston County Board of Ed-
ucation will meet at 5 p.m., Mon-
day, July 13 at the central office. 

•Crittenden County Chamber of 
Commerce will meet at 8:30 a.m., 
Tuesday, July 14, at Rocket Arena 
conference room. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 9 a.m., Tuesday, July 
14, at the courthouse. 

•Crittenden County Board of Ed-
ucation will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, July 14, for a working 
session at Rocket Arena. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Farm 
Service Agency County Committee 
will meet at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
July 15, at Salem Service Center. 
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About Town

STAFF REPORT 
While Kentucky cele-

brated a fourth consecutive 
record year for tourism in 
2025, Crittenden County 
posted modest growth of its 
own, continuing a trend of 
increasing visitor activity 
despite remaining one of 
the smallest tourism mar-
kets in western Kentucky. 

According to the latest 
economic impact data re-
leased by the Kentucky De-
partment of Tourism and 
Tourism Economics, visi-
tors spent an estimated 
$4.26 million in Crittenden 
County during 2025, an in-
crease of 2.4% from the pre-
vious year. 

The increase came as 
neighboring tourism-depen-
dent counties Lyon and Liv-
ingston both experienced 
slight declines. Lyon 

County, home to attractions 
associated with Lake 
Barkley and Land Between 
the Lakes, recorded $31.18 
million in visitor spending, 
down 1.1% from 2024. Liv-
ingston County with Ken-
tucky Lake and Grand 
Rivers reported $23.44 mil-
lion, a decrease of 3.2%. 

“Our mission is to attract 

more visitors to Marion, 
Kentucky, generating eco-
nomic benefits for local 
restaurants, hotel, shops  
and the community,” said 
Andrea Clement, Chairman, 
Marion Tourism Commis-
sion, who is also a director 
at the Ben E. Clement Min- 

 
See TOURISM/page 3 

Early American re-enactors weathered showers 
and storms over the weekend to bring history 
to life as part of the Legacy of Liberty America 
250 celebration in Marion. Despite some 
weather-related improvising, organizers say 
the event went well. See more on page 10.

Local figures up in 2025

Ferry suspends operation 
Contract impasse means no river crossing

Caldwell $3.8M $3.67M $3.71M $1.35M $21.01M $14.03M +23.5%

Crittenden $1.07M $0.75M $0.90M $0.18M $1.36M $4.26M +2.4%

Livingston $8.80M $5.73M $2.25M $5.05M $2.62M $23.44M -3.2%

Lyon $10.36M $9.37M $3.00M $4.48M $3.97M $31.18M -1.1%

Union $0.31M $0.22M $2.10M $0.45M $2.65M $5.72M -1.0%

Webster $0.67M $0.45M $1.26M $0.15M $1.87M $4.40M +3.2%

STAFF REPORT 
Cave-In-Rock Ferry suspended opera-

tions Tuesday night after the states and the 
ferry company failed to reach a contract 
compromise. 

The ferry made its final crossing from the 
Kentucky landing at approximately 9:50 
p.m., Tuesday, docking on the Illinois side 
around 10 p.m., before ceasing service. 
Owner and operator Lonnie Lewis and Crit-
tenden County Judge-Executive Perry New-
com both said service could resume if a new 
agreement is reached in the coming days. 

The shutdown follows a funding dispute 
between the ferry operator and the Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet over a pro-
posed two-year contract, for which the 
operator sought a pay increase. 

The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
and the Illinois Department of Transporta-

tion this week presented the Marion-based 
Ohio River Ferry Authority with a modified 
two-year agreement that would continue 
funding for the ferry through fiscal years 
2027 and 2028. The proposal called for just 
over $2 million annually, about 10% more 
than the $1.878 million the ferry received 
during the past two fiscal years. 

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet Secre-
tary Rebecca Goodman said last week in a 
news release that the ferry plays a vital role 
as a regional transportation link. 

“This is a substantial commitment to sup-
port not just the ferry but the businesses 
and residents who rely on it,” Goodman 
said. 

The ferry operator has rejected KYTC's 
funding offers, saying the proposals fail to  

 
See FERRY/page 4 
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Marion’s Legacy of 
Liberty America 250 
event was hammered 
by rain and wind, but 
the spirit of the cele-
bration prevailed with 
cannon fire, Revolu-
tionary War and Civil 
War encampments, 
history lectures, con-
tests and other festivi-
ties, including Gilbert 
Funeral Home's 50th 
anniversary celebra-
tion. Barb Arflack won 
the Apple Pie Contest. 
At top right, she is pic-
tured with (from left) 
Woman’s Club mem-
ber Caroline Belt, 
Arflack, Cutter Single-
ton portraying Gen. 
Francis Marion, for 
whom the city is 
named, and Woman’s 
Club member Nancy 
Hunt. The contest was 
sponsored by the 
Woman’s Club of Mar-
ion. Second place 
went to Renee Size-
more, and third place 
went to Rachel Pears. 
At right, Marion’s 
Foxes – Carole 
Guess, Aubrey Grau, 
Kathleen Guess, 
D’Anna Browning and 
Katie Greenwell – won 
the History Trivia Con-
test.

BY DAVID R. DRENNAN 
FOR THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Legendary gymnast Simone 
Biles once said, "Don't wait 
until you've reached your goal 
to be proud of yourself. Be 
proud of every step you take 
toward reaching that goal." 

Three Crittenden County 
girls took that advice to heart 
recently when they competed 
at the 2026 Amateur Athletic 
Union Gymnastics National 
Championships in Knoxville, 
Tenn., in June. 

Tinley Smith, 10, placed first 
in every event, scoring 9.65 in 
vault, 9.95 in bars, 9.925 in 
beam and 9.8 in floor, and fin-
ished first overall in her age 
group. Smith also received the 
AAU All-American Award for 
having the highest overall 
score in her level. She will take 
those accolades to Des Moines, 
Iowa, in a few weeks for the 
Junior Olympics. Smith trains 
with Big Dogs Gym in Provi-
dence and has competed in 
gymnastics for two years. Her 
mother, Ashley Smith, said 

they were excited as they pre-
pared for the trip to Iowa in 
early August. 

Also qualifying for the Junior 
Olympics were Sadie Gobin 
and Leighton Oliver, who 
began training together at Big 
Dogs Gym in Providence just a 
year ago. Their performances 

in their respective age groups 
placed them among the top 10 
competitors overall, earning 
berths in the Junior Olympics. 

Gobin competed in the 9-
year-old age group and fin-
ished second overall. She 
scored a 9.75 in vault, 9.475 in 
bars, 9.9 in beam and 9.5 on 

floor. 
Oliver competed in the 7-

year-old age group and fin-
ished first overall. She scored a 
9.425 in vault, 9.575 in bars, 
9.825 in beam and 9.775 in 
floor. 

"She's always been a little 
flipper," Savannah Oliver said 

of her daughter. Oliver added 
that Leighton began going to 
Big Dogs Gym once a week for 
training and later was asked to 
join the competitive squad. 

Big Dogs Gym has built a 
strong reputation at national 
events. Ten girls, including the 
three from Crittenden County, 
qualified for the Junior 
Olympics from the Providence 
gym. 

Coach Kristen Fisher does 
not set specific goals for her 
competition team as they train 
in the former "Dog House" at 
Providence High School. In-
stead, she concentrates on in-
dividual growth. 

“From meet to meet, what 
can you improve?” Fisher said. 

Fisher teaches that a positive 
attitude and perseverance in 
the face of adversity are critical 
skills. 

“How do you react when you 
fall off the bar?" Fisher asked. 
"We love it when they hit every-
thing, but what was the atti-
tude in getting there?” 

Tinley Smith 
 

Sadie Gobin 
 

Leighton OLiver 

Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce recognized Gilbert Funeral Home for its 50th 
anniversary celebration. Pictured are (from left) Chamber Director Charlie Day, Gilbert 
Funeral Home’s Chase Mitchell and Joseph Gray, Sandy and Terry Gilbert, Chamber 
President Rebecca Woodall, Brad and Valerie Gilbert, Gilbert’s Billy Arflack and Cham-
ber Vice President Dana Hayes.

Local girls qualify for national gymnastics


