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The Harrisons

BY JENNY ZIMMER 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

After years of moving 
among cities for work, Carol 
and Ron Harrison settled in 
Crittenden County in 1996, 
finding a quieter life in the 
Frances community. 

For Ron, the move 
brought him back to the 
county his family had left in 
1948, when they moved to 
Evansville, Ind. During the 
late 1940s and early 1950s, 
many families left small 
towns and farming commu-

nities for cities where jobs 
were available. Several 
Evansville plants offered 
good-paying jobs, including 
Whirlpool, which employed 
many people from surround-
ing areas. 

After five years in the 
Evansville area, Ron’s family 
left in 1953 and eventually 
settled in Detroit. Near 
there, he later met Carol, 
who had been born and 
raised nearby. They met at 
work and married in 1981. 

Both worked for Bechtel, 

and their careers took them 
to Houston; Miami; Athens, 
Alabama; and Hammond, 
Indiana, before they moved 
to Crittenden County. 

Although Carol grew up 
in the city, she found herself 
well suited to small-town 
life. She disliked many as-
pects of big cities and en-
joyed the peace and quiet of 
her new Kentucky home. 

Carol said she and Ron 
are largely homebodies, so  

 
See QUIET/page 11 

This is the latest in a 
series by Jenny Zimmer 
featuring individuals 
and families who have 
made Crittenden County 
their home. A retired 
human resources execu-
tive, Zimmer returned to 
her hometown of Marion 
in 2023 after living in 
Cincinnati for 53 years. 
She is a contributing 
writer for The Crittenden 
Press.

Harrisons land in Frances for quieter life

Homecoming week 
Crittenden County High School 

will host its homecoming festivities 
this week, including the annual pa-
rade and coronation of the queen 
and king. The parade on Main Street 
in Marion will be Thursday after-
noon at 5 p.m. Crowning of home-
coming royalty will begin at 6 p.m., 
Friday before the Rockets take on 
Fort Campbell in a district football 
game. 

 
Fohs Hall projects will 
get public hearings 

There will be two public hearings 
Tuesday, Oct. 20 on proposed Fohs 
Hall Park improvements totaling 
$910,842. Both hearings will be at 
Fohs Hall, 201 N. Walker St. in Mar-
ion. A 4 p.m. hearing will address a 
proposed rotunda-style pavilion, 
followed at 4:30 p.m., by discussion 
of a walking trail, restrooms and 
landscaping. The proposed 75-
foot-diameter pavilion would anchor 
the developing park at 130 N. 
Walker St. Plans include a concrete 
foundation, brick pavers, brick-
wrapped columns, a metal roof, 
wooden accents, lighting and out-
door fans. The pavilion project is 
estimated at $500,000. A proposed 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
application would seek funding for 
up to half the cost, requiring a 
$250,000 match. The trail and 
amenities project is estimated at 
$410,842. A proposed Recreational 
Trails Program application would 
seek funding for up to 80% of the 
cost, requiring a $82,168.40 match. 
Residents may comment at the 
hearings or submit written com-
ments supporting or opposing ei-
ther project by Oct. 20 by 
contacting the Pennyrile Area Devel-
opment District.  

 
Notice to print readers 

A production error in 
last week’s Crittenden 
Press caused one page 
to appear twice and 
Page 3 to be omitted 
from the printed edi-
tion. The missing page, 
containing continued 
articles, other news and 
advertising, is published on Page 3 
of this week’s issue. We apologize 
for the error and appreciate your 
understanding. The error last week 
affected only the printed edition.  
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Livingston County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 8 a.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at Deer Lakes 
Golf Course in Salem. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 15, at the county office com-
plex. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Monday, Oct. 19, 2026, at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at its office on 
East Bellville Street. 

•Marion-Crittenden County 911 
Board will meet at 3:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Oct. 19, at city hall. 

•Marion City Council will meet 
at 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 19, at city 
hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 19, at city 
hall. 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
For Marion chiropractor Johnny New-

com, a squirrel hunt in 2000 marked 
the beginning of a food allergy that 
would change his diet and send him 
into life-threatening reactions. 

Newcom remembers returning from 
an old creek bed covered in ticks shortly 
before he and his wife, Tracye, left for 
chiropractic school. Two or three weeks 
later, he ate a steak. About six hours af-
terward, he broke out in 
hives. 

Initially, the couple sus-
pected seasoning or some-
thing used in processing 
the meat. Years passed 
before he received a defin-
itive diagnosis of alpha-
gal syndrome. 

“I developed it before they had a name 
for it,” Newcom said. 

His experience illustrates the chal-
lenges addressed in a new University of 
Kentucky nutrition guide, which offers 
practical help for people navigating the 
tick-associated allergy. 

According to a University of Kentucky 
report published by Kentucky Health 
News, registered dietitians at UK’s Mar-
tin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food 
and Environment produced “Nutritional 
considerations for alpha-gal syndrome: 
a mini-review,” published in Frontiers 

in Allergy. 
Alpha-gal syndrome involves an aller-

gic reaction to a sugar found in most 
mammals. Certain tick bites, most com-
monly from the lone star tick in Ken-
tucky, can trigger the condition. Beef, 
pork, lamb, venison, rabbit and squirrel 
can cause reactions, along with dairy 
and other mammal-derived products in 
some patients. 

Unlike many food allergies, symptoms 
can emerge hours after a meal, making 
the cause difficult to identify. Reactions  

 
See TICKS/page 10 

Newcom

UK dieticians publish review of nutrition considerations 

Alpha-gal cases increasing 

Lone star tick is Kentucky’s biggest 
alpha-gal spreader.

Local grad chairs major UK cancer fundraiser 
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County needed 238 additional homes in 2024, and that shortage could grow to 427 by 2029, according to Kentucky Housing Corp. fig-ures presented at a Chamber of Commerce Lunch and Learn on housing. 

The 2024 estimate included 175 homes for sale and 63 rental units. The projected 2029 gap includes 337 homes for sale and 90 rentals. Statewide, the estimated short-age is expected to grow from 206,207 homes in 2024 to 287,120 in 2029. 
Speakers from Caldwell and Fulton counties described what their communities are doing to add housing. Critten-den County leaders attending included Judge-Executive Perry Newcom and Marion Mayor D’Anna Browning. Caldwell County Judge-Ex-ecutive Kota Young said having county-specific figures helped officials move from discussing a general shortage to setting 

goals. Caldwell County needed 471 homes in 2024 and is pro-jected to need 748 by 2029, he said. 
Young described a Princeton program that works with own-ers to clear deteriorated prop-erties and make the lots available for construction. The city has acquired about 15 to 20 lots through the voluntary 

program, and seven new homes have been built on them, he said. 
Princeton is also pursuing three developments near downtown. Madison Mills, a 60-unit apartment complex, has been approved, with con-struction expected to begin in the spring. An application has been submitted for Washing-ton Mills, another apartment project. A third proposal, Lin-coln Mills, would add homes for sale. Together, the projects could produce more than 100 units if completed. 

Young said investments in drainage and sewer lines can improve existing neighbor-hoods while helping housing projects qualify for funding. Mark Welch, president of the Fulton-Hickman Counties Eco-nomic Development Partner-ship, said Fulton County has made housing a priority in its efforts to attract and retain workers. After nearly two decades with little new home construction, local partners 

began building workforce housing, he said. 
Brenda Weaver of Commu-nity Ventures, which is work-ing with Fulton County, said 14 homes there have been built or rehabilitated, with more in progress. Work has also begun on a seven-home development in Cayce. 

Weaver said communities need builders, employers, lenders, funding agencies and local governments involved from the start. Available land and utilities are essential, she said, and making new homes affordable often takes several sources of financing.

Study says Crittenden may need more than 400 homes 

CALLED 
Continued from page 1 Owensboro. She was accus-tomed to the conveniences of city living. She found the lim-itations of a small town hard to get used to. 

Larry was born and raised in New Hope, Ky., which is close to Bardstown, so he had a better understanding of, and tolerance for, small-town living. 
Shortly after they moved to Marion, Fonda went into the store to buy a newspaper and saw only the Early Bird. When she went to the register to pay for it, she was told that it was free. She was sur-prised that there was no other newspaper available and even more surprised that the one available was free. Based on the lack of newspa-pers and also on other things she had noticed in her new location, she decided that Marion really must be in the middle of nowhere! 

However, she learned how to survive in her new sur-roundings and soon realized that her life in Marion was neither as busy nor as hectic as it had been in Owensboro. The people she met were nice, and they looked out for each other. 
Larry retired in December 2024, but he went back to work in September 2025. He now works for a contractor and is out on jobs several days every week. In Novem-ber 2017, after Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto 

Rico, he was sent there to help restore power and ended up being there until July 2018. He and his crew worked seven days a week for those eight months. 
Fonda and Larry are active in St. William Catholic Church. In addition to her church activities with the Woman’s Guild, Fonda also meets with a group of women at the Methodist church in town, where they sew receiv-ing blankets as part of their Blanket Ministry. The receiv-ing blankets are donated to various hospitals. 

Of their four children, three live in Marion and the other one lives in Owensboro. There are six grandchildren, five girls and one boy, rang-ing in age from 20 downward; they all live in Marion. Fonda’s brother moved to this area from Virginia a few years ago. 
Fonda and Larry attend a lot of sports events as the grandchildren participate in a variety of activities. Attend-ing the children’s games and family get-togethers make up most of their recreational ac-tivities and social life. 

Asked if they would rec-ommend Marion and Critten-den County to others who were looking to relocate, they said they definitely would. The primary reason for their recommendation is the quiet area and the nice people. Fonda and Larry recently celebrated their 50th an-niversary. 

FOHS Continued from page 1 serve as a fundraiser for Fohs Hall. Proceeds will bolster an endowment used to help pre-serve and maintain a building that, despite its age, remains an active community venue. “There are a lot of mainte-nance issues with a 100-year-old building,” Stout said. “But a lot of things don’t last 100 years.” 
The celebration shifts to the public Saturday, Oct. 24, with a 2 p.m. rededication ceremony patterned after the one held a century earlier. 
Mark Sohn, a grandson of Fohs Hall benefactor Julius Fohs, will deliver the rededica-tion address. He will be joined in Marion by brothers Rick and Ted Sohn, also grandsons of Fohs. 

Organizers have the original program from the 1926 dedica-tion and are using it as a guide for the centennial ceremony. Four musical selections per-formed at the original dedication will be performed again under the direction of Corey Crider. Cutter & Cash and The Ken-tucky Grass will also perform two numbers, including a song about the Hudson Mine disas-ter. That tragedy occurred just two months before Fohs Hall was dedicated in 1926. Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Shea Nickell is among those scheduled to speak. Unlike Friday’s ticketed ball, Saturday’s ceremony is free and open to everyone. 
“If you’ve ever attended school at Fohs Hall, been to an event at Fohs Hall or attended any kind of function there – if Fohs Hall means anything to you – please come to the rededication cere-mony,” Stout said. 

A documentary film crew will also be in Marion during the centennial weekend, recording the celebration and exploring 

Fohs Hall’s history and the events that have taken place there through the generations. Julius Fohs built the hall and donated it to the citizens of Mar-ion in 1926. Stout said the total investment was about $96,000, an extraordinary sum at the time and equivalent to several million dollars today. 
The gift came with an impor-tant condition. 
Fohs wanted Marion to have running water. 
The community had suffered devastating fires, and Fohs was concerned about Marion’s abil-ity to protect itself. Stout said development of a municipal water system was a condition of Fohs constructing the building. “To have the vision to do such a philanthropic act and donate it to the citizens of Marion was remarkable,” Stout said. Over the decades, Fohs Hall became far more than a monu-ment to that gift. Generations of local residents went to school there, attended performances, dances, meetings and commu-nity celebrations inside its walls. Its survival, however, was not guaranteed. 

When the school system built a new Crittenden County Ele-mentary School, a group of res-idents came together in 1981 because they feared the old building could be abandoned. Stout was among them. The group formed Fohs Hall Inc. in December 1981. Among those involved were George Pat-

mor, Paul Mick, Richard Con-rad, Ethel Tucker, Ed Runyan and Nancy Hunt. The Critten-den County Board of Education conveyed the property to Fohs Hall Inc., in 1982. 
A major renovation followed in the late 1980s, and the non-profit has continued operating the building as a civic center and community auditorium. Stout and Hunt are the sur-viving members of that original group. 

Now another transition is ap-proaching. 
After serving as president of Fohs Hall Inc. for 31 years, Stout plans to step down. Bren-nan Cruce has agreed to be nominated to succeed him as president. The organization has also hired Leah Keene as execu-tive director, a move Stout be-lieves brings new energy and expertise to operating Fohs Hall as an event venue. 

Community support for the centennial has come from the Marion Tourism Commission, Crittenden County Tomorrow Inc., and several other sponsors and supporters. 
For Stout, who helped save Fohs Hall more than four decades ago, the centennial is more than a birthday celebra-tion. It is another point in the building’s long history when one generation hands responsibility for it to the next. 

“Many things do not last 100 years,” he said. “This has lasted 100 years, and it’s doing well.”

CRUCE 
Continued from page 1 Western District of Kentucky in 2020. 

Cruce, a local historian and entertainer, has long been interested in Fohs Hall’s history. Built in 1926 at a cost of $73,000, the building was a gift to the community from Ferdinand Julius Fohs, a petroleum ge-ologist who grew up in Mar-ion. It later served as Marion High School and is now a venue for performances and community events. 
Cruce has performed on its stage many times in his role as bass player with Cut-ter and Cash and the Ken-tucky Grass. His first leadership role on the board involved buildings and grounds. He later succeeded Bonita Hatfield as vice chair-man, the position he cur-rently holds. 

“Fohs Hall is a business and we’ve got to make money, but Julius Fohs’ in-tent was to bring arts to everyone in Crittenden County. I want to make sure his vision continues,” Cruce said. 
Stout said the board’s vol-unteers remain committed to that purpose. “The Board of directors is composed of all volunteers who donate countless hours and sup-port and remain committed to fulfilling the vision and legacy of Julius Fohs when he donated the building in 1926,” he said. 

Maintaining the 100-year-old building will be among Cruce’s priorities. “It costs about $50,000 annually to keep the lights on and the doors open,” he said. The board sends fundraising let-ters each year to seek con-tinued support. 
“We are conscientious about finances,” Cruce said. Recent work has included restoring the auditorium’s hardwood floor, replacing the roof and upgrading the heating and cooling, sound and lighting systems. 

Stout said raising money to maintain the building can be challenging in a small community. He said visitors 

are often surprised to find a facility like Fohs Hall in Mar-ion. 
Cruce said he plans to work closely with the board. “We are all in it together. Everyone plays an important role,” he said. 
Cruce also praised Leah Keene, who recently became Fohs Hall’s executive direc-tor. Keene has updated the organization’s website and introduced card payments for rentals. Her event-plan-ning experience includes work at a Tennessee state park. 

“She has brought Fohs Hall into the 21st century,” Cruce said. “Her experience has made for an easy transi-tion.” 
“The recent hiring of Leah Keene as Executive Director is very significant, and she is doing excellent work. I feel the future of Fohs Hall is in good hands,” Stout said. For now, the board is preparing for Fohs Hall’s centennial celebration. A ticketed dinner and ball fea-turing the Todd Hill Orches-tra of Murray is set for Oct. 23. A rededication service open to the public will follow Oct. 24. The events fall ex-actly 100 years after the building’s original dedica-tion. 

“We encourage the com-munity to come out and wit-ness history once again,” Cruce said. 
Stout said the celebration will also raise money for Fohs Hall’s endowment. Four pieces of music from the original dedication will be performed under the di-rection of local musician Corey Crider. Cutter and Cash Singleton and their band also will perform. Fohs’ grandsons, who re-main supporters of the building, are expected to at-tend the rededication. They will be interviewed by a West Kentucky Film Commission crew documenting the cen-tennial. Stout said the film is expected to air on KET. Or-ganizers are gathering Fohs Hall archives and docu-ments for the project.

Pictured are Kota Young and Mark Welch, two of the speak-ers at the Chamber event, and Chamber President Rebecca Woodall.

The Todd Hill Orchestra will perform at Fohs Hall.

Celebrating Retired Teachers Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom signs a proclamation designating Oct. 19–23 as Retired Teachers Week, joined by retired teachers Linda Brown, Lynann Woodall and Darl Henley. The proclamation recognizes retired educators for their years of service, their lasting contributions to local schools and their continued influence as mentors and community leaders. Newcom encourages residents to ex-press appreciation for teachers who helped prepare genera-tions of students and strengthen the community through their dedication to education.

n Diagnoses are climbing at some 
Kentucky clinics. According 
to a Sept. 29 Kentucky 
Lantern report, an Owen 
County physician went from di-
agnosing no alpha-gal cases in 
a month to one or two a week 
during some months this spring 
and summer. 
n Reported tick-related illness has 
surged in one Kentucky district. The 
Three Rivers District Health Depart-
ment, as reported by the Kentucky 
Lantern, recorded an increase from 83 
cases per 100,000 residents in 2024 to 
more than 300 in 2025 and 2026 across 
Carroll, Gallatin, Owen and Pendleton 
counties. Figures include all tick-related 
illnesses, with newly required alpha-gal 
reporting contributing to the jump. 
n Kentucky is a national alpha-gal hot 
spot. According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, Kentucky 
was among the five states with the high-
est rates of suspected alpha-gal cases 
during 2017–2022. That finding estab-
lishes a substantial burden, although it 
does not quantify the recent statewide 
increase.

Cases 
on the 

Rise

STAFF REPORT 
Natalie Boone, a Marion 

native and 2023 graduate of 
Crittenden County High 
School, is serving as overall 
chair of DanceBlue for 2026-
27, leading the University of 
Kentucky student organiza-
tion that raises money and 
awareness to fight pediatric 
cancer. 

A local effort is also being 
organized on the high school 
campus for a marathon 
dance event here to benefit 
the program Boone is chair-

ing at UK. 
Boone, 21, 

is majoring in 
human health 
sciences on a 
pre-physician 
a s s i s t a n t 
track and mi-
noring in 
health care 
communication. Her involve-
ment has included serving as 
a team captain, program-
ming committee member and 
programming chair before 
assuming the organization’s 

top leadership role. 
“DanceBlue is a way to 

spread joy, love, and hope in 
the hardest times!” Boone 
said in an organization pro-
file accompanying her an-
nouncement. “I’ve seen 
first-hand the good DB does 
in the lives of our clinic kid-
dos.” 

DanceBlue combines year-
round fundraising with a 24-
hour dance marathon during 
which participants neither 
sit nor sleep. The event in-
cludes dancing, games, per-

formances and activities sup-
porting children and families 
affected by cancer. Money 
raised goes to the Golden 
Matrix Fund, which supports 
pediatric oncology research, 
clinic operations and the pa-
tient experience at UK’s 
DanceBlue Hematology/On-
cology Clinic. 

The effort has grown sub-
stantially since its first 
marathon in 2006. This 
year’s event raised a record  
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Boone
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Deaths
Belt

Jennifer Diane Belt, 
45, of Marion, died Fri-
day, Oct. 9, 2026 after a 
courageous battle with 
cancer. She 
was born 
on May 27, 
1981 to Bil-
ly and Diana 
Watson.

She will be 
remembered 
for her sheer 
grit and de-
termination, as well as 
her love for her family.

Surviving are her hus-
band, Kyle Belt; a son, 
Bently Belt; her father, 
Billy Watson; a sister, 
Billie Ann (Chad) Hall; 
her mother-in-law, 
Sharon (Mike) James; 
and grandmother-in-
law, Vivian Workman; 
and two nieces, Bailey 
Vaughn and Brenna 
Gibbins.

She was preceded in 
death by her mother, 
Diana Watson; and a 
brother, Jeromy Watson.

Funeral services were 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 at My-
ers Funeral Home. Buri-
al was in Whites Chapel 
Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Am-
yloidosis Foundation, 
7151 N Main Street 
Suite 2, Clarkson, MI 
48346 or amyloidosis.
org. 

Denton
Mary Aleda (Pearcy) 

Denton, daughter of 
Nina (Miller) 
and Aubra 
Cline Pear-
cy, died Sat-
urday, Oct. 
3, 2026 in 
M e m p h i s , 
Tenn.

Born Feb. 
19, 1932, on a farm in 
Henderson County, she 
married Elbert Austin 

“Shorty” Denton on Dec. 
7, 1946, who passed 
away on May 31, 2001.

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Kareen Fay Denton; 
a son, Alan Wayne Den-
ton and his companion, 
Deborah McCrady.

She lived in Hender-
son County and India-
napolis, settling with her 
family on a farm in Liv-
ingston County in 1960.  
In 2014, she moved to 
Memphis to be closer to 
her son and daughter.

Aleda (her preferred 
name as she always said 
there were too many 
Marys in her family) was 
a committed Christian, 
making sure her family 
grew up as churchgoers 
too. Once in Memphis, 
she joined the Ridge-
way Baptist Church, but 
during her long years 
in Salem, she was a 
member of Cedar Grove 
Methodist Church and 
later Pinckneyville Bap-
tist Church.

Denton was loved 
dearly by all of her fam-
ily and friends. She was 
committed to caring for 
her husband throughout 
his life and was an excel-
lent caregiver during his 
illness. 

She enjoyed cooking 
(and was good at it), 
sewing, quilting, and 
making hand braided 
rugs.

Funeral services were 
Friday, Oct. 9 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors. Burial was in 
Cedar Grove Cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 
the animal rescue char-
ity of choice.

Paid obituary

No matter what service you choose, you 
can always be assured of receiving 
compassionate, superior service, 

exceptional facilities and local people 
tending to every detail.

Just like our families have for over 120 Years

212 East Main Street • Salem, KY • (270) 988-3131

Funerals, Cremation, Pre-Planning and Monuments Since 1902

Brandon
DeBoe

Funeral Director & 
Embalmer, Licensed 

Pre-Need Agent, 
Monument Specialist

Andy
Fox

Owner, Funeral 
Director & 

Embalmer, Licensed 
Pre-Need Agent, 

Monument Specialist

BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Thursday, Oct. 15
• Line dancing begins at 
9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center.
• Crittenden County 
Friends of the Library will 
meet at  6 p.m. at the Crit-
tenden County Public Li-
brary.

Friday, Oct. 16
• There will be a Crittenden 
Co. FFA career fair starting 
at noon in Rocket arena.

Saturday, Oct. 17, 2026
• Crittenden Co. FFA will 
have a sourdough class 
starting at noon at Critten-
den County High School.

Monday, Oct. 19
• There will be an Exten-
sion District Board meet-
ing held at the Crittenden 
County Extension Of昀ce at 
noon.
• 4-H Cooking Club will be 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Critten-
den County Extension An-
nex.
• WITS Workout begins at 
noon at the Crittenden Co. 
Senior Center.
• There will be a regular 
City Council Meeting start-
ing at  5 p.m. at Marion City 
Hall.

Tuesday, Oct. 20
• The Community Christ-
mas program class, 
Stretching Your Dollar, will 
be from noon-1 p.m. at the 

Crittenden County Exten-
sion Annex.

Wednesday, Oct. 21
• Positive Employability, 
a Community Christmas 
program class will start at 
10 a.m. at the  Crittenden 
County Extension Annex.
• Life Skills 101 will be from  
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at 
the  Crittenden County Ex-

tension Annex. This is a 
mandatory class required 
for the Community Christ-
mas program.

Thursday, Oct. 22
• Line dancing begins at 
9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center.
• There will be a public li-
brary board meeting start-
ing at 5 p.m. at the Critten-
den County Public Library.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s meeting in this free, weekly community calendar.
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County needed 

238 additional homes in 2024, 
and that shortage could grow 
to 427 by 2029, according to 
Kentucky Housing Corp. fig-
ures presented at a Chamber 
of Commerce Lunch and Learn 
on housing. 

The 2024 estimate included 
175 homes for sale and 63 
rental units. The projected 
2029 gap includes 337 homes 
for sale and 90 rentals. 
Statewide, the estimated short-
age is expected to grow from 
206,207 homes in 2024 to 
287,120 in 2029. 

Speakers from Caldwell and 
Fulton counties described 
what their communities are 
doing to add housing. Critten-
den County leaders attending 
included Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom and Marion 
Mayor D’Anna Browning. 

Caldwell County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Kota Young said having 
county-specific figures helped 
officials move from discussing 
a general shortage to setting 

goals. Caldwell County needed 
471 homes in 2024 and is pro-
jected to need 748 by 2029, he 
said. 

Young described a Princeton 
program that works with own-
ers to clear deteriorated prop-
erties and make the lots 
available for construction. The 
city has acquired about 15 to 
20 lots through the voluntary 

program, and seven new 
homes have been built on 
them, he said. 

Princeton is also pursuing 
three developments near 
downtown. Madison Mills, a 
60-unit apartment complex, 
has been approved, with con-
struction expected to begin in 
the spring. An application has 
been submitted for Washing-
ton Mills, another apartment 
project. A third proposal, Lin-
coln Mills, would add homes 
for sale. Together, the projects 
could produce more than 100 
units if completed. 

Young said investments in 
drainage and sewer lines can 
improve existing neighbor-
hoods while helping housing 
projects qualify for funding. 

Mark Welch, president of the 
Fulton-Hickman Counties Eco-
nomic Development Partner-
ship, said Fulton County has 
made housing a priority in its 
efforts to attract and retain 
workers. After nearly two 
decades with little new home 
construction, local partners 

began building workforce 
housing, he said. 

Brenda Weaver of Commu-
nity Ventures, which is work-
ing with Fulton County, said 
14 homes there have been 
built or rehabilitated, with 
more in progress. Work has 
also begun on a seven-home 
development in Cayce. 

Weaver said communities 
need builders, employers, 
lenders, funding agencies and 
local governments involved 
from the start. Available land 
and utilities are essential, she 
said, and making new homes 
affordable often takes several 
sources of financing.

Study says Crittenden may need more than 400 homes 

CALLED 
Continued from page 1 

Owensboro. She was accus-
tomed to the conveniences of 
city living. She found the lim-
itations of a small town hard 
to get used to. 

Larry was born and raised 
in New Hope, Ky., which is 
close to Bardstown, so he 
had a better understanding 
of, and tolerance for, small-
town living. 

Shortly after they moved 
to Marion, Fonda went into 
the store to buy a newspaper 
and saw only the Early Bird. 
When she went to the register 
to pay for it, she was told that 
it was free. She was sur-
prised that there was no 
other newspaper available 
and even more surprised that 
the one available was free. 
Based on the lack of newspa-
pers and also on other things 
she had noticed in her new 
location, she decided that 
Marion really must be in the 
middle of nowhere! 

However, she learned how 
to survive in her new sur-
roundings and soon realized 
that her life in Marion was 
neither as busy nor as hectic 
as it had been in Owensboro. 
The people she met were 
nice, and they looked out for 
each other. 

Larry retired in December 
2024, but he went back to 
work in September 2025. He 
now works for a contractor 
and is out on jobs several 
days every week. In Novem-
ber 2017, after Hurricane 
Maria devastated Puerto 

Rico, he was sent there to 
help restore power and ended 
up being there until July 
2018. He and his crew 
worked seven days a week for 
those eight months. 

Fonda and Larry are active 
in St. William Catholic 
Church. In addition to her 
church activities with the 
Woman’s Guild, Fonda also 
meets with a group of women 
at the Methodist church in 
town, where they sew receiv-
ing blankets as part of their 
Blanket Ministry. The receiv-
ing blankets are donated to 
various hospitals. 

Of their four children, 
three live in Marion and the 
other one lives in Owensboro. 
There are six grandchildren, 
five girls and one boy, rang-
ing in age from 20 downward; 
they all live in Marion. 

Fonda’s brother moved to 
this area from Virginia a few 
years ago. 

Fonda and Larry attend a 
lot of sports events as the 
grandchildren participate in 
a variety of activities. Attend-
ing the children’s games and 
family get-togethers make up 
most of their recreational ac-
tivities and social life. 

Asked if they would rec-
ommend Marion and Critten-
den County to others who 
were looking to relocate, they 
said they definitely would. 
The primary reason for their 
recommendation is the quiet 
area and the nice people. 

Fonda and Larry recently 
celebrated their 50th an-
niversary. 

FOHS 
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serve as a fundraiser for Fohs 
Hall. Proceeds will bolster an 
endowment used to help pre-
serve and maintain a building 
that, despite its age, remains an 
active community venue. 

“There are a lot of mainte-
nance issues with a 100-year-
old building,” Stout said. “But a 
lot of things don’t last 100 
years.” 

The celebration shifts to the 
public Saturday, Oct. 24, with a 
2 p.m. rededication ceremony 
patterned after the one held a 
century earlier. 

Mark Sohn, a grandson of 
Fohs Hall benefactor Julius 
Fohs, will deliver the rededica-
tion address. He will be joined in 
Marion by brothers Rick and 
Ted Sohn, also grandsons of 
Fohs. 

Organizers have the original 
program from the 1926 dedica-
tion and are using it as a guide 
for the centennial ceremony. 
Four musical selections per-
formed at the original dedication 
will be performed again under 
the direction of Corey Crider. 

Cutter & Cash and The Ken-
tucky Grass will also perform 
two numbers, including a song 
about the Hudson Mine disas-
ter. That tragedy occurred just 
two months before Fohs Hall 
was dedicated in 1926. 

Kentucky Supreme Court 
Justice Shea Nickell is among 
those scheduled to speak. 

Unlike Friday’s ticketed ball, 
Saturday’s ceremony is free and 
open to everyone. 

“If you’ve ever attended school 
at Fohs Hall, been to an event at 
Fohs Hall or attended any kind 
of function there – if Fohs Hall 
means anything to you – please 
come to the rededication cere-
mony,” Stout said. 

A documentary film crew will 
also be in Marion during the 
centennial weekend, recording 
the celebration and exploring 

Fohs Hall’s history and the 
events that have taken place 
there through the generations. 

Julius Fohs built the hall and 
donated it to the citizens of Mar-
ion in 1926. Stout said the total 
investment was about $96,000, 
an extraordinary sum at the 
time and equivalent to several 
million dollars today. 

The gift came with an impor-
tant condition. 

Fohs wanted Marion to have 
running water. 

The community had suffered 
devastating fires, and Fohs was 
concerned about Marion’s abil-
ity to protect itself. Stout said 
development of a municipal 
water system was a condition of 
Fohs constructing the building. 

“To have the vision to do such 
a philanthropic act and donate 
it to the citizens of Marion was 
remarkable,” Stout said. 

Over the decades, Fohs Hall 
became far more than a monu-
ment to that gift. Generations of 
local residents went to school 
there, attended performances, 
dances, meetings and commu-
nity celebrations inside its walls. 

Its survival, however, was not 
guaranteed. 

When the school system built 
a new Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School, a group of res-
idents came together in 1981 
because they feared the old 
building could be abandoned. 

Stout was among them. 
The group formed Fohs Hall 

Inc. in December 1981. Among 
those involved were George Pat-

mor, Paul Mick, Richard Con-
rad, Ethel Tucker, Ed Runyan 
and Nancy Hunt. The Critten-
den County Board of Education 
conveyed the property to Fohs 
Hall Inc., in 1982. 

A major renovation followed in 
the late 1980s, and the non-
profit has continued operating 
the building as a civic center 
and community auditorium. 

Stout and Hunt are the sur-
viving members of that original 
group. 

Now another transition is ap-
proaching. 

After serving as president of 
Fohs Hall Inc. for 31 years, 
Stout plans to step down. Bren-
nan Cruce has agreed to be 
nominated to succeed him as 
president. The organization has 
also hired Leah Keene as execu-
tive director, a move Stout be-
lieves brings new energy and 
expertise to operating Fohs Hall 
as an event venue. 

Community support for the 
centennial has come from the 
Marion Tourism Commission, 
Crittenden County Tomorrow 
Inc., and several other sponsors 
and supporters. 

For Stout, who helped save 
Fohs Hall more than four 
decades ago, the centennial is 
more than a birthday celebra-
tion. It is another point in the 
building’s long history when one 
generation hands responsibility 
for it to the next. 

“Many things do not last 100 
years,” he said. “This has lasted 
100 years, and it’s doing well.”

CRUCE 
Continued from page 1 

Western District of Kentucky 
in 2020. 

Cruce, a local historian 
and entertainer, has long 
been interested in Fohs 
Hall’s history. Built in 1926 
at a cost of $73,000, the 
building was a gift to the 
community from Ferdinand 
Julius Fohs, a petroleum ge-
ologist who grew up in Mar-
ion. It later served as Marion 
High School and is now a 
venue for performances and 
community events. 

Cruce has performed on 
its stage many times in his 
role as bass player with Cut-
ter and Cash and the Ken-
tucky Grass. His first 
leadership role on the board 
involved buildings and 
grounds. He later succeeded 
Bonita Hatfield as vice chair-
man, the position he cur-
rently holds. 

“Fohs Hall is a business 
and we’ve got to make 
money, but Julius Fohs’ in-
tent was to bring arts to 
everyone in Crittenden 
County. I want to make sure 
his vision continues,” Cruce 
said. 

Stout said the board’s vol-
unteers remain committed 
to that purpose. “The Board 
of directors is composed of 
all volunteers who donate 
countless hours and sup-
port and remain committed 
to fulfilling the vision and 
legacy of Julius Fohs when 
he donated the building in 
1926,” he said. 

Maintaining the 100-year-
old building will be among 
Cruce’s priorities. “It costs 
about $50,000 annually to 
keep the lights on and the 
doors open,” he said. The 
board sends fundraising let-
ters each year to seek con-
tinued support. 

“We are conscientious 
about finances,” Cruce said. 

Recent work has included 
restoring the auditorium’s 
hardwood floor, replacing 
the roof and upgrading the 
heating and cooling, sound 
and lighting systems. 

Stout said raising money 
to maintain the building can 
be challenging in a small 
community. He said visitors 

are often surprised to find a 
facility like Fohs Hall in Mar-
ion. 

Cruce said he plans to 
work closely with the board. 
“We are all in it together. 
Everyone plays an important 
role,” he said. 

Cruce also praised Leah 
Keene, who recently became 
Fohs Hall’s executive direc-
tor. Keene has updated the 
organization’s website and 
introduced card payments 
for rentals. Her event-plan-
ning experience includes 
work at a Tennessee state 
park. 

“She has brought Fohs 
Hall into the 21st century,” 
Cruce said. “Her experience 
has made for an easy transi-
tion.” 

“The recent hiring of Leah 
Keene as Executive Director 
is very significant, and she is 
doing excellent work. I feel 
the future of Fohs Hall is in 
good hands,” Stout said. 

For now, the board is 
preparing for Fohs Hall’s 
centennial celebration. A 
ticketed dinner and ball fea-
turing the Todd Hill Orches-
tra of Murray is set for Oct. 
23. A rededication service 
open to the public will follow 
Oct. 24. The events fall ex-
actly 100 years after the 
building’s original dedica-
tion. 

“We encourage the com-
munity to come out and wit-
ness history once again,” 
Cruce said. 

Stout said the celebration 
will also raise money for 
Fohs Hall’s endowment. 
Four pieces of music from 
the original dedication will 
be performed under the di-
rection of local musician 
Corey Crider. Cutter and 
Cash Singleton and their 
band also will perform. 

Fohs’ grandsons, who re-
main supporters of the 
building, are expected to at-
tend the rededication. They 
will be interviewed by a West 
Kentucky Film Commission 
crew documenting the cen-
tennial. Stout said the film is 
expected to air on KET. Or-
ganizers are gathering Fohs 
Hall archives and docu-
ments for the project.

Pictured are Kota Young and 
Mark Welch, two of the speak-
ers at the Chamber event, and 
Chamber President Rebecca 
Woodall.

The Todd Hill Orchestra will perform at Fohs Hall.

Celebrating Retired Teachers 
Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom signs a 
proclamation designating Oct. 19–23 as Retired Teachers 
Week, joined by retired teachers Linda Brown, Lynann 
Woodall and Darl Henley. The proclamation recognizes retired 
educators for their years of service, their lasting contributions 
to local schools and their continued influence as mentors and 
community leaders. Newcom encourages residents to ex-
press appreciation for teachers who helped prepare genera-
tions of students and strengthen the community through their 
dedication to education.
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Mexico Bridge work 
will begin soon, set 
to finish in January 

A bridge replacement project 
on Mexico Road in Crittenden 
County was expected to begin 
this week, with completion an-
ticipated in early to mid-January, 
weather permitting. 

The new bridge will be built at 
mile point 2.46, about 2.5 miles 
northwest of Ky. 70 near Reiters 
View Road. The county received 
$550,000 through the state’s 
County-City Bridge Improvement 
Program for the project. 

Motorists must use alternate 
routes during construction and 
should not move or drive around 
road closure barricades. 

 

Rep. Comer launches 
new online portal 

U.S. Rep. James Comer has 
launched a new website at 
Comer.House.gov to help resi-
dents of Kentucky’s 1st Con-
gressional District contact his 
office and access constituent 
services. 

The website offers information 
on seeking assistance with vet-
erans’ benefits, Social Security, 
Medicare, passports, immigra-
tion, the Internal Revenue Service 
and other federal programs. It 
also includes details on grants, 
flag requests, Washington tours, 
internships, service academy 
nominations and community of-
fice hours. 

Comer’s office said it has as-
sisted more than 6,000 Kentuck-
ians through casework and 
helped return more than $6.5 
million to constituents.  

 
 

Riverview Park has 
77 stays last month 

Riverview Park on the Ohio 
River in rural Crittenden County 
recorded 74 RV nights and three 
tent nights reserved during Sep-
tember, according to its monthly 
report. 

Site revenue totaled $1,205, 
including $1,140 from RV reser-
vations, $15 from tent reserva-
tions and $50 in cancellation 
revenue. Total deposits, after 
fees, taxes and camp credits, 
were $1,227.26. Expenses to-
taled $1,261.19, exceeding de-
posits by $33.93. Financial 
figures reflect receipts collected 
during September, which do not 
necessarily correspond to stays 
during the month. 

The park, formerly known as 
Dam 50, offers seven concrete 
RV pads with electricity, water 
and wastewater hookups, along 
with primitive tent camping. 
Amenities include a seasonal 
dock, restrooms, playground, 
basketball goal and picnic pavil-
ions. Reservations can be made 
through crittendencountyky.org. 

 

No parking along  
Main St. Thursday 

Marion Police Department asks 
motorists to clear all parking 
spaces along Main Street by 4:30 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 15, to ac-
commodate the annual home-
coming parade. 

Chamber plans forum, 
small business event 

Crittenden County Chamber of 
Commerce will host “The Cham-
ber Table,” a public forum for 
chamber-related comments and 
suggestions, at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 22, at the Crittenden County 
Office Complex. 

Chamber officers and board 
members will attend to hear 
ideas about past activities and 
future plans. 

The forum was among items 
discussed during the chamber’s 
Tuesday morning meeting, along 
with plans for a social media 
campaign encouraging residents 
to shop local during coming hol-
iday season and Small Business 
Saturday on Thanksgiving week-
end. 

The chamber plans to distrib-
ute 100 goodie bags at the H&H 
Home and Hardware parking lot. 
Prizes will include $100 in 
Chamber Cash redeemable at 
chamber member businesses, 
along with other gift cards. 

Businesses can participate by 
contributing items to the bags, 
which are intended to provide 
incentives for shopping locally. 

 

Christmas program 
at Fohs Hall Nov. 9 

A Community Christmas Cele-
bration sponsored by Livingston 
Hospital will be held at 5:30 p.m. 
Nov. 9 at Fohs Hall in Marion. 

The event will feature a 
catered dinner and a perform-
ance by Cutter & Cash and The 
Kentucky Grass. Tickets are 
available for dinner and the 
show, with 100 dinner-and-
show tickets offered. Show-only 
tickets also are available. 
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Letters POLICY 

The Crittenden Press accepts and encourages let-
ters to the editor on a variety of subjects. Letters 
should be submitted by 5 p.m., Friday the week 
before publication. Submissions must include only the 
author’s name (no multiple names or groups), 
address, including hometown, phone number and sig-
nature. Phone numbers will not be published. They 
are for our records only in order to authenticate a let-
ter’s author. Letters should be written in good taste 
and in most cases should not exceed 300 words. 
Letters will be edited for spelling and grammar and 
The Crittenden Press reserves the right to reject or 
edit letters for clarity, brevity and otherwise at our dis-
cretion. Writers should limit their letters to no more 
than one per month. Original copies of submitted let-
ters will be retained in our files. Letters should be 
emailed to the The Press at thepress@the-press.com. 
If email is unavailable, they can be presented at our 
office or sent to P.O. Box 191, Marion, Ky., 42064.  

During election cycles, no endorsement or 
opposing letters will be  published in the final 

newspaper prior to election day.
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50 YEARS AGO 
October 15, 1976 
n W.E. Arflack of Marion was shown making sorghum mo-
lasses on the family farm near Piney Road. The traditional 
process includs grinding sugar cane and boiling the juice 
into sweet molasses. 
n Ten-year old Marion youth Keith Alan Davis advanced to 
the regional competition in Ford’s Punt, Pass and Kick 
contest after taking first place honors in his age division. 
Davis is the son of Rev. and Mrs. Joe Davis. 
n Larry Jones and Charlie McClure won the top two tro-
phies in the final bass tournament of the year sponsored 
by the Crittenden County Bass Club at Maple Sink. Jones 
took first place honors on a total catch with 4 lb., 5 oz. 
Second place went to McClure with 2 lb., 3 oz. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
October 11, 2001 
n Marion native Greg Thurman, a 1987 graduate of Crit-
tenden County High School, was inducted into the Bel-
mont College Athletic Hall of Fame during a ceremony at 
the Nashville College. 
n A special cancellation stamp was used by the U.S. 
Postal Service in Marion Oct. 20 to commemorate the 
city’s Sesquicentennial celebration. Already, 20 people 
from several states had sent stamped envelopes to the 
Marion Post Office, requesting their letters be stamped 
with the commemorative logo. 
n Wheeler’s Log Cabin had an open house Oct 17. The 
cabin was located on Brown School Road off Ky, 91 North. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
October 13, 2016 
n Crittenden County Economic Development Corp 
(CCEDC) unveiled its new Work Ready Community in 
Progress sign in front of the Marion Ed-Tech Center. The 
county received the designation a few weeks earlier and 
continued working towards full Work Ready status. 
n Pam Larue and Joana Croft, Crittenden County Child 
Support specialists in County Attorney Rebecca Johnson’s 
office, were recognized along with Johnson in terms of col-
lections as being one of the 20 top performing counties in 
the state in 2015-16. Larue was also named Field Office 
Employee of the Month for October in Kentucky. 
n Crittenden County High School students completed a 
3.1-mile color run at Marion-Crittenden County Park, signi-
fying October to be Breast Cancer Awareness Month and 
celebrated by throwing clouds of pink powder high in the 
air! 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column at The Press Online 

between newspaper issues. 
 

50 YEARS AGO – W.E. Arflack of Marion made sorghum mo-
lasses on the family farm near Piney Road in 1976. The tradi-
tional fall process involves grinding sorghum cane and boiling 
its juice into thick, sweet molasses.

One of the greatest privileges 
of serving as your County Judge-
Executive is the opportunity to 
participate in the democratic 
election process. It gives citizens 
the opportunity to examine can-
didates, question their decisions, 
evaluate their records, and ulti-
mately determine who they be-
lieve should lead their 
community. 

This process is not always 
easy. Running for public office 
requires candidates to put them-
selves, their families, their deci-
sions, and their records before 
the public. It requires answering 
difficult questions, defending po-
sitions, listening to 
criticism, and ac-
cepting the judge-
ment of voters. 

During the pri-
mary election, I 
faced two chal-
lengers who made 
the decision to 
enter the race, de-
bate and campaign 
before the people of 
Crittenden County, 
and submit them-
selves to the scrutiny that comes 
with seeking public office. I re-
spect the democratic process 
which allowed each of us to 
make our case to the voters of 
Crittenden County, and I respect 
the citizens who took the time to 
participate in the process. The 
primary election produced a re-
sult, and I am grateful to the 
people of Crittenden County who 
placed their confidence in me. I 
applaud Mr. Todd Campbell and 
Mr. Nathan Ratley for their will-
ingness to place themselves in 
the public arena, and for the 
campaigns they ran, and I re-
spect all voters who voted in the 
primary election. 

Now, with the general election 
approaching, a write-in candi-
date has entered the race. A 
write-in candidate is a lawful 
part of our electoral system, but 
it follows a different path. A path 
which bypasses the same pri-
mary contest which was under-
taken by Mr. Campbell, Mr. 
Ratley, and me. Voters should 
understand the distinction. The 
right to enter a race does not re-
lieve any candidate of the re-
sponsibility to be truthful, 
transparent, and accountable to 
the people whose votes they 
seek. 

During 2024, the county con-
sidered bids for a roofing project 
for the purpose of replacing roofs 
on 13 county owned facilities. 
The county received bids from 
three roofing contractors. One 
company submitted a bid to re-
place only the metal roofs and 
was subsequently not considered 
due to the Fiscal Court deter-
mining their desire was to work 
with only one contractor for the 

entire project. One bid submitted 
was from a contracting company 
associated with this write-in 
candidate. The bid from this 
contractor was $324,166.67 
higher than the bid submitted by 
the company ultimately selected. 

Let’s let that number sink in 
for a moment: $324,166.67 
higher than the bid ultimately 
selected by the fiscal court. Not 
only higher than the selected 
bid, but also $227,418.74, 
higher than the insurance ad-
justers amount determined nec-
essary to replace the 13 
hail-damaged roofs. 

The county’s decision was 
based on the substantial differ-
ence in bids, not personal ani-
mosity. As public officials, we 
have a responsibility to the tax-
payers who entrust us with their 
hard-earned money. We cannot 
make purchasing decisions 
based on personal relationships, 
pressure, or the fear of offending 
someone. We must make these 
decisions in the best interest of 
the county and the citizens we 
serve. 

According to my recollection, 
and the audio recording of the 
fiscal court meeting during 
which the fiscal court awarded 
this project bid, this write-in 
candidate responded by yelling 
at members of the fiscal court, 
stating our decision would cost 
the county huge and created an 
outburst in the fiscal court 
room, and storming out. How-
ever; I can confirm this particu-
lar project ended up costing the 
county taxpayers less than the 
accepted bid price by $6,150.00, 
which helped provide much 
needed funding for the purpose 
of providing assistance to other 
areas of need. 

Shortly after awarding the 
roofing replacement bid, the 
write-in candidate filed a lawsuit 
against the county claiming im-
proper bid and award processes 
which he lost in circuit court 
and losing again in appeals court 
after he appealed the circuit 
court decision. He has since filed 
a lawsuit against the very county 
he is seeking your approval to 
serve, claiming improper re-
sponse to an open records re-
quest involving his false claims 
of being physically attacked by 
then County Attorney Bart 
Frazer. This case was filed over a 
year ago and remains pending at 
this time. 

I do not recount these inci-
dents to engage in a personal 
feud or to suggest that anyone 
who disagrees with the decision 
of the government then forfeits 
the right to seek public office. 
Disagreement is part of public 
service, and criticism is part of 
this job. I will not pretend that 
every decision made during my 
time in office has pleased every-

one; even myself at times. No ad-
ministration can honestly make 
that claim. There will always be 
disagreements about priorities, 
spending projects, and the direc-
tion of our county. I accept that! 

What I cannot accept without 
a response, is the idea that a de-
cision made to protect taxpayer 
dollars should be misrepresented 
as a personal vendetta simply 
because someone did not get the 
outcome they wanted. I will not 
pretend this write-in candidate’s 
actions of filing frivolous law-
suits against our county has not 
cost our county huge, as this 
write-in candidate claimed would 
result. 

I am, and always have been, 
thankful for the opportunity to 
serve Crittenden County, and I 
remain committed to carrying 
out the responsibilities of this of-
fice with integrity, fairness, and 
respect for the people who 
elected me. While I appreciate 
being asked to participate in a 
public forum, Oct. 17, I have 
kindly declined to do so, and I 
trust the will of the voters of our 
beloved county will be done Nov. 
3.  

Please know, I value each and 
every one of you; even if you 
don’t support my candidacy. I 
merely ask everyone to seek the 
facts and determine what type of 
person you feel will best repre-
sent everyone at every level of 
government when elected. Some-
one who has proven their will-
ingness to cost the county huge 
money and waste time; or me, 
someone who has proven he will 
do the very best for our county 
with the available resources.  

 
Although Judge Newcom periodically writes 

a piece in the paper under this standard 
heading, based on the political nature and 

timing of this column, an advertising fee was 
charged, and it was paid for by  

candidate Perry Newcom.

Perry 
NEWCOM 
Judge-Executive  

Judge’s 
Journal 

The upcoming election 
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Well, not entirely. I still 
enjoy them from time to 
time, but now I eat two 
instead of half a dozen. I 
no longer hunt 
them down. I 
can now walk 
right past those 
that are marked 
down at the 
grocery store. 
I 昀nally de-
cided that the 
way I felt after 
I ate too many 
was not worth 
the minute or 
so (yeah, I eat 
them too fast) of 
pleasure experi-
enced. 

There are 
other vices (if 
eating too many 
donuts is a vice) 
that are much 
more serious and harmful 
to others and truly dif昀-
cult to overcome. Once a 
habit forms that is con-
nected to a feeling or a 
thought, it can become 
nearly impossible to “will” 
ourselves out of it. 

Over the course of life, 
I have learned that we 
sometimes need to hear, 
“Stop it!” Sometimes, if 
it is said early enough 
and often enough it will 
prevent bad habits from 
forming. Sometimes we 
hear it and refrain until 
the one telling us to stop 
is not around. 

There are two sides to 
making needed positive 
changes in one’s life and 
I think that we often get 

them backwards. It is 
one thing to stop doing or 
saying what hurts others. 
It is another challenge to 

become some-
one who no 
longer wants to 
do such things. 
If it takes some-
one telling us 
to “stop it” we 
are bumping 
up against law 
– as in “stop 
it or else.” If, 
however, we 
have some-
thing to replace 
that behavior 
or thought we 
are moving into 
grace.

I understand 
that to change 
we must 昀rst 
refrain from 

behavior we would like 
to change but it helps to 
see a better place 昀rst. It 
is not that I don’t still like 
donuts, but I can now 
take them or leave them. 
That apathy is the 昀rst 
step toward better hab-
its. I don’t think there is 
a reason for me to give up 
donuts – yet. But there is 
good reason for me to give 
up being unkind. There 
are good reasons for me to 
stop being self-righteous, 
or greedy, or prone to vio-
lence or a bad temper. 

There is, however, a 
problem that we encoun-
ter when we want other 
people to change for the 
better. We cannot control 
them. We cannot make 

anyone change. What 
we can do, however, is 
demonstrate a new way 
– a different way – of ap-
proaching life. This differ-
ent way allows for every 
personality type. It allows 
all of us to be who we were 
meant to be, which may 
or may not be who we are 
right now.

It is my goal in life to 
make every day better 
than the one before. I don’t 
mean this in a Pollyannish 
way. Life is too unpredict-
able and complicated for 
that. I do believe however 
that even on the very bad 
days, of which I have had 
a few lately, we can still 
move toward the goal of 
growth and maturity. We 
can still be patient and 
kind. Doing these on our 
worst days will do much 
more to make this world 
better than only doing it 
on our best days – any-
body can do that. 

Here are a few encour-
agements in the form of 
proverbial sayings that 
we can carry with us ev-
ery day. On those days 
when we just can’t be our 
best, maybe we will bump 
into others who are able. 
When we see a better path 
ahead and are encour-
aged to walk it, those bad 
habits can begin to fade. 

If you have time, take 
a moment and consider 
what the world would be 
like if more of us could live 
out what is encouraged in 
these well-known verses 
from the Bible. (All are 

RSV.)
A soft answer turns 

away wrath, but a harsh 
word stirs up anger. (Prov. 
15:1)

Therefore, encourage 
one another and build one 
another up, just as you 
are doing. (I Thess. 5:11)

Know this, my beloved 
brethren. Let every man 
be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger, for 
the anger of man does not 
work the righteousness of 
God. (James 1:19)

Be merciful, even as 
your (heavenly) Father is 
merciful. (Luke 6:36)

A cheerful heart is a 
good medicine, but a 
downcast spirit dries up 
the bones. (Prov. 17:22)

Pleasant words are like 
a honeycomb, sweetness 
to the soul and health to 
the body. (Prov. 16:24)

Let your speech always 
be gracious, seasoned 
with salt, so that you 
may know how you ought 
to answer every one. 
(Col.4:6)

And we exhort you, 
brethren, admonish the 
idlers, encourage the 
fainthearted, help the 
weak, be patient with 
them all. (I Thess. 5:14)

Be the better path for 
others to see.

Sean is always interest-
ed in feedback and conver-
sation. He can be reached 
at sean.niestrath@outlook.
com. He publishes a daily 
devotional via Substack at 
seanniestrath.substack.
com.

I have finally given up donuts!

Wealth can’t buy forgiveness and eternal life
Question:  I’ve worked 

hard and acquired consider-
able wealth. My money en-
ables me to take care of my-
self and my family. It gives 
me freedom to do what I 
want. It helps me to know 
I’m a person of value. Why 
would I want to become a 
follower of Jesus, when I al-
ready have a good life?

Answer:While riches can 
make our lives easier, it 
can’t give us peace of mind 
or peace with God. While it 
can buy us the best medical 
care, a house and a car, it 
cannot buy forgiveness of 
sins, a relationship with our 

Creator, or eternal life in 
heaven.

Having money can hin-
der us from receiving God’s 
grace. Many with money 
tend to focus on self and 
they have the religion of 
“Me.”  When wealth be-
comes a person’s god, 
everything else takes a 
backseat, including the one 

true God. God has made it 
clear—He must be 昀rst. He 
demands total allegiance 
and loyalty.

Wealth isn’t the problem. 
In 1 Timothy 6:10, the Bible 
says, “For the love of mon-
ey is a root of all kinds of 
evil.” It’s the love of money 
that causes problems rath-
er than money itself. It’s the 

love of money that gets in 
the way of receiving God’s 
grace.

All people have a sin 
problem (Rom. 3:23). That 
includes wealthy people, 
too. The only way to re-
ceive God’s forgiveness 
and grace is by putting 
one’s faith in Jesus Christ. 
My personal experience--
my life has been greatly en-
riched through my personal 
relationship with God, but 
the greatest bene昀t is yet to 
come—eternal life with God 
and with others forever.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Working Budget FY 2027
OVERVIEW

General Fund -Fund 1   17,017,502.73 71%
Special Revenue-Fund 2   3,470,569.51 15%
 School Activity Fund 21 - 25   388,718.22 2%
Capital Outlay-Fund 310   111,800.00 0%
Building Fund-Fund 320   709,874.00 3%
Construction Fund-Fund 360   -   0%
Food Service-Fund 51   2,172,835.67 9%

Total   23,871,300.13 100%

Debt Service Bond Obligations   799,279.63 
Debt Service On Behalf   306,505.27 
Debt Service Fund-Fund 400   1,102,263.41 

General Fund Revenue Recap
Local Sources - Taxes, Etc.   3,750,594.22 22%
State Sources - SEEK   6,704,082.00 39%
On Behalf   4,422,956.21 26%
Beginning Balance   2,139,870.30 13%

Total New Revenue   17,017,502.73 100%

General Fund Expenses Recap
Instruction   8,297,794.72 49%
Student Support Services   1,097,686.02 6%
Instructional Staff Supervision Services   756,270.48 4%
District Administrative Support   1,014,140.68 6%
School Administrative Support   1,074,808.68 6%
Business & Tech Support Services   472,029.36 3%
Plant Operation & Maintenance   1,693,839.86 10%
Student Transportation   1,371,566.79 8%
Debt Service - KISTA & Energy Savings   186,027.26 1%
Contingency   773,718.10 6%
Fund Transfers   279,620.78 2%

Total Expenses   17,017,502.73 100%

Total Expenses   17,017,502.73 
Total Revenue   17,017,502.73 

0.00 

  -   
Balanced Budget   -   

CRITTENDEN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Date Approved:  September 28, 2026

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison



Tolu basketball become winners despite no gym

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

If you see the county 
road sign on KY 654 N 
that says Mt. Zion Church 
Road and wonder where it 
got its name, here is the 
history of the old church. 
The old Mt. Zion Methodist 
Church was located next 
to Mt. Zion Cemetery. This 
is an example of one of 
our county road signs that 
help preserve our history.  

–––
Annual Cemetery Clean-

ing Day
From the archives of The 

Crittenden Press, Sept. 2, 
1897, we read of the an-
nual cemetery cleaning 
day. Truly an almost for-
gotten custom, cemetery 
cleanings were very much 
a part of our past histo-
ry and equally important 
before the days of riding 
lawn mowers.

The people of 
the area met at 
Mt. Zion Church 
for the purpose 
of cleaning off the 
cemetery.  Annu-
ally they have a 
meeting of this 
kind, and they 
have grown to 
regard this as a 
sacred duty they 
owe the dead, and 
very few fail to 
attend and take 
part in the work.  

Fully 500 peo-
ple gathered there 
and many came 
from a long dis-
tance, having 
friends resting in 
this “city of the dead,” they 
were willing to dedicate 
the day to their memory. 
The forenoon was spent in 
the work. At noon, dinner 
was spread on the ground 
and there was plenty and 
some to spare.

In the afternoon, reli-
gious services were held 
and all participated in the 
prayers and songs. An 
appropriate address was 
made by Uncle Highly Gil-
bert. He assisted in dig-
ging the 昀rst grave at the 
cemeter, and has lived to 
see many more mounds 
reared in this silent home.

The 昀rst grave was 
made for Mr. Jonathan 
Beals, who departed this 
life in September of 1844. 
Since then, representa-
tives of almost all of the 
old families in that section 
have gone thither.  Among 
the pioneers there were 
Ryland Heath, Col. Wm. 
Hughes, Chapel Nunn, 
Chesley Nunn, Dr. M. Bri-
stow, Wm. and Jack Hill 
and others whose names 
cannot now be recalled.

–––
Rev. J. A. Wheeler Tells 

History
Rev. J. A. Wheeler wrote 

the following article in 
1914 at the close of his 
four-year service. He was 
the Methodist preacher for 
the Shady Grove circuit, 
and Mt. Zion Church was 
one of his churches. By 
doing this, he helped pre-
serve much history of this 
church.

Mt. Zion Church
The church was orga-

nized at Mt. Zion in the 
year of our Lord 1838 by 
the Presiding Elder Cain. 
The log house was built 
near that date. The char-
ter members were as fol-
lows: Ryland Heath and 
wife, W. M. Hill, wife and 
son, Dr. Bristow and wife, 
Wm. Hughes, Ezibel Por-
ter, James Broadfoot and 
wife, Ingram Lucas, Pas-

tor Hughes, J. 
B. Hill, James 
T. Taylor and 
wife came in 
later on, old 
Bro. Ira Nunn 
and wife were 
also charter 
members as 
services were 
held in their 
house, also 
Dr. Bristow’s 
before the 
church was 
built.

When the 
log house was 
built, Uncle 
Highly Gilbert 
helped to cut 
down the 昀rst 

tree that was put in the 
building. He was just a 
boy at the time, and died 
a member of that church. 
The promise is to the faith-
ful. J.W. Hill was a boy of 
13 years of age at that 
time. The names of many 
more could be given, but 
as the tree is known by 
the fruit, we are sure their 
names are given in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life, and 
they are remembered by 
some of the old people that 
were children when they 
passed away from this old 
world.

They say many were the 
good meetings held in the 
old log house; and many 
were brought into the fold 
of Christ, that were bright 
and shining lights that 
were ornaments to the 
church and community.

Many have gone out 
from here to build up oth-
er churches, so their in-
昀uence still lives and will 
live on and on, and will 
live until time is no more 
and when Christ comes to 
gather in His jewels they 
will walk up to receive 
their crown and will still 

live forever more.  
–––

On Jan. 25, 1855, a 
deed was made to Mt. Zion 
Church and Masonic fra-
ternity by William Williams 
and wife, for the sum of $5 
and was recorded in 1864 
by Berry S. Young, during 
the Civil War.

The church had its tri-
als, rises and falls, still 
souls are being saved at 
that place, it’s a dear sa-
cred spot in the memory 
of many that still live. The 
writer has had many sea-
sons of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord.  

Bro. Big Truitt was 
one of the pillows of the 
church at the time he 
went out of the church to 
preach the gospel. He did 
not live long, but he lived 
a true Christian life, and 
many rise up in that day 
to call “him blessed.”

–––
Church Destroyed by 

Cyclone
On May 17, 1890, the 

house was blown down by 
a cyclone; this being the 
second house, then more 
land was secured. The 
deed being made by Rob-
ert Heath, in 1901, L. R. 
Hughes, J. W. Cook and 
G. P. Wilson, trustees.  

There was another 
new house built and was 
dedicated by Rev. J. W. 
Bigham; Rev. Thrash-

er was the preacher in 
charge at that time, and 
the church has been won-
derfully blessed since. It 
has been under the care 
of Revs. Gibbons, Archie, 
Boggs, Crow, Smithson, 
Rowling, Love, Smart and 
Wheeler.

Four years ago the writ-
er was honored with the 
privilege to come to this 
sacred place and we wor-
shiped in the old frame 
house until 1913. 

Then by the assistance 
and help of the brethren, 
and trust in the Lord to 
lead us, with Bro. E. L. 
Nunn as chairman of 
the board of the building 
committee, Albert Lucas, 
James O’Neal, Tom Wil-
liams, George Hughes and 
John Hardin, proceeded to 
tear away the old church 
house, and we soon had a 
new one erected.

I directed in the digging 
of the ditch and being as-
sisted by Thomas Fowler 
and others in making the 
concrete foundation, on 
which now stands one of 
the most modern up-to-
date- church buildings in 
Crittenden County.  

When I came to this pas-
toral charge, Mt. Zion was 
said to be dead – only had 
33 of昀ciated members, all 
were female members but 
three, but now we have 
102.

The new house was 
completed and ready for 
dedication July 12, 1914, 
and our beloved Presid-
ing Elder, J. B. Adams, 
preached the dedication 
sermon. A 昀ne dinner 
was on the ground, and a 
great reunion for all, about 
1,000 being present.  

In the afternoon Bro. 
Adams proceeded, with 
the help of the trustees 

and the pastor, to dedicate 
the beautiful structure 
to the Lord, and we have 
just recently closed a great 
revival of which about 25 
were saved and as this is 
the close of my four year’s 
stay and will close by say-
ing as St. Paul said:  “Fi-
nally my brethren, fare-
well; be perfect; be of good 
comfort; be of one mind; 
live in peace, and the God 
of love and peace shall be 
with you.”  

Amen, J. A. Wheeler
            –––
The Mt. Zion Method-

ist Church was closed in 
1965, and the remaining 
members went to Rose-
bud. The church building 
was torn down in 1978. 
The bell from the church 
is on display in the Crit-
tenden County Historical 
Museum. .  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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The Mt. Zion Church that 
was built in 1913. It was 
a two-story building with 
the church occupying the 
bottom and the Masonic 
Lodge occupying the up-
per level. Standing on the 
steps are Ewing and Ethel 
McDowell, long time mem-
bers of the church.

In later years, the building was remodeled, during which 
time the upper story and bell tower were removed. It was 
torn down in 1978.

P U B L I C  N O T I C E
Crittenden County Board of Elections will o昀er excused, 
in-person absentee voting Oct. 21-28 weekdays 
8-4 inside the O�ce of Crittenden County Clerk, 200 
Industrial Dr., Marion, for general election voters who 
will be unable to vote in person for Early Voting or on the 
day of the election. Voters must attest to their reason for 
being unable to vote during Early Voting (Oct. 29-31) or 
on Election Day (Nov. 3).

This notice given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

GoVote.ky.gov
For a sample general election ballot

P U B L I C  N O T I C E
Crittenden County Board of Elections will meet at 4 p.m. 
�hursday, Oct. 22 in the O�ce of Crittenden County 
Clerk, 200 Industrial Dr., Marion, to process excused, 
mail-in absentee ballots returned for the general 
election. Ballots will not be scanned until Election Day, 
Nov. 3, and results of absentee balloting will not be 
released until after polls close at 6 p.m. that day.

This notice given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

GoVote.ky.gov
To 昀nd out where you may vote on Nov. 3 and
to 昀nd a sample ballot for your voting precinct
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for sale
2 Dog - Dog Box with top 
storage, $75. (270) 664-
2302. (2t-42-p)

Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to post 
a classi昀ed ad.

yard sale
Annual Fall Yard Sale at 
St. William Catholic Church 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Thurs-
day and Friday, Oct. 15 
and 16 and 9 a.m.-noon, 
Saturday, Oct. 17. Come 
shop from a hall full of stuff. 
(1t-42-p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-44-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
si昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available. 
Call: 1-866-981-1569
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

 Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-
5986

BUSINESS SPACE FOR 
RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space 
for rent: Second 昀oor with 
four large of昀ce areas, re-
stroom. Of昀ce desks fur-
nished. Located ½ mile 
from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, 
gas, utilities and internet in-
cluded. $2,200  per month.  
Call Bonnie Howard, Ken-
tucky Press Association, 
502-223-8821.

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138

DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv 
and get your 昀rst three 
months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimit-
ed Talk, Text and Data For 

Just $25/mo! The Power Of 
3 5G Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and Get 
The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt 
we help you be debt free in 
as little as 24-48 months. 
Pay nothing to enroll. Call 
Now: 1-877-857-0268
DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-833-984-
2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help vet-
erans 昀nd work or start their 
own business. Call 24/7: 
1-877-846-0382

FOUNDATION REPAIR

Acculevel. Your foundation 
repair and basement water-
proo昀ng experts. Whether 
basement, crawl space or 
concrete slab we’ll guide 
you on the right path to a 
healthy home. Act now! Up 
to $600 off. Restrictions ap-
ply. Call for a free consulta-
tion. 1-866-558-7730

HEALTH

Audien Hearing. The 
worlds 昀rst hearing aid with 
touchscreen controls. No 
tiny buttons, apps or pre-
scriptions. 45-day risk free 
trial. Free shipping. Lifetime 
support. More than 1.5 mil-
lion happy customers. Call 
Audien 1-888-513-0453

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFil-
ter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call 
today 1-866-329-2415 to 
schedule a FREE inspec-
tion and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military 
& Seniors get an additional 
10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see rep-
resentative for warranty 
and offer details.
 Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy 
greater independence and 
stay in the home you love. 
Feel safe on every level. 
$750 off plus FREE instal-
lation. Made in the U.S.A. 
Call today for a free quote. 
1-855-820-2844

 Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-

ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-844-
688-8576 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power 
move.

HOME WARRANTY

Repairing or replacing ap-
pliances and home systems 
like heating and cooling can 
be costly. A home warranty 
plan can help. Start saving 
and get 30% off any plan 
today. Workmanship Guar-
antee included. Terms ap-
ply. Call Cinch Home Ser-
vices 1-866-384-8998
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.den-
tal50plus.com/26#6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-866-327-1782

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 1-877-805-
1196

TAX HELP

End your tax worries to-
day. Let us make your 
tax problem our priority. 
Scared, stuck with high tax 
amounts? Our A+ tax pro-
fessionals can help. Call for 
a FREE consultation. Call 
Priority Tax now 1- 855-
671-3561

 WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES. Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Dayto-
na, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-877-403-2862

Classifieds The Crittenden Press The Press Online
CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Under the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (Public Law 88-578), citizens 
are afforded the opportunity to express their views concerning the recreational needs of 
their community. To provide a forum for discussion, Crittenden County Fiscal Court will be 
hosting an open meeting on:

Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2026
Time: 4 p.m. CST/5 p.m. EST
Location: Fohs Hall
Address: 201 North Walker Street, Marion, KY 42064
The specific purpose of this meeting is to discuss the Fohs Hall Park Rotunda Project. This 

project involves the construction of a rotunda-style pavilion as the anchor point of Fohs Hall 
Park, a new and developing public outdoor space at 130 North Walker Street in downtown 
Marion. The pavilion will measure 75 feet in diameter and feature a concrete slab founda-
tion, brick paver base and brick-wrapped columns, with a metal roof and wooden accents. 
The pavilion will have electric lighting and outdoor fans, connected to a nearby power supply 
via underground trenching.

The public is invited to review and voice their opinion on the proposed activities and 
potential impacts of the project. Anyone wishing to support or oppose the proposed project 
can also submit written comments to Jared Nelson, Projects Coordinator, Pennyrile Area 
Development District, 300 Hammond Drive, Hopkinsville, KY 42240 or via email at jared.
nelson@ky.gov by Tuesday, October 20, 2026.

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Crittenden County Fiscal Court proposes to develop and renovate recreational 
resources to provide for the health and wellbeing of the general public, and:

WHEREAS, the Crittenden County Fiscal Court intends to make application to the Depart-
ment for Local Government for assistance under the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
Act of 1965, and

WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund is limited to funding a maximum of fifty 
percent (50%) of proposed project costs estimated at a total cost of $500,000.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Crittenden County Fiscal Court hold in reserve 
fifty percent (50%) of the proposed project costs for the purpose of matching the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund assistance, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the event a grant is awarded, the Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court understands that it will sign assurances to comply with all applicable Federal and State 
laws, rules and regulations, especially Title VI of the Civil Rights Act and Section 504 of the 
1973 Rehabilitation Act, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the event a grant is awarded, the Judge/Executive or any 
required staff members are hereby authorized to sign any documents reflecting same.

 
Judge/Executive

 
Date

ATTEST:  
Notary Public

Date
(Seal)

Recreational Trails Program
2026 Application

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Crittenden County Fiscal Court is hosting a public meeting on their Fohs 

Hall Park Walking Trail Project Recreational Trails Program (RTP) application. 
The project involves the construction of a walking trail, restroom facilities and 
landscaping in Fohs Hall Park, located at 130 North Walker St. in Marion. The 
development of a trail and amenities at the park will provide the opportunity 
for outdoor recreation and exercise in Marion’s cultural corridor for commu-
nity residents and visitors of all ages.

To provide a forum for discussion, Crittenden County Fiscal Court will be 
hosting an open meeting on:

Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2026
Time: 4:30 p.m. CST/5:30 p.m. EST
Location: Fohs Hall
Address: 201 North Walker Street, Marion, KY 42064
The public is invited to review and voice their opinion on the proposed 

activities and potential impacts of the project. Anyone wishing to support 
or oppose the proposed project can also submit written comments to Jared 
Nelson, Projects Coordinator, Pennyrile Area Development District, 300 Ham-
mond Drive, Hopkinsville, KY 42240 or via email at jared.nelson@ky.gov by 
Tuesday, October 20, 2026.

RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM
2026 Grant Application 

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Crittenden County Fiscal Court proposes to develop recreational resources to 
provide for the health and well-being of the general public, and

WHEREAS, the Crittenden County Fiscal Court intends to make application to the De-
partment for Local Government for assistance under the Recreational Trails Program, and

WHEREAS, the Recreational Trails Program is limited to funding a maximum of eighty percent 
(80%) of proposed project costs estimated at a total cost of $410,842.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Crittenden County Fiscal Court hold in reserve 
twenty percent (20%) of the proposed project costs for the purpose of matching the Recre-
ational Trails Program assistance, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the event a grant is awarded, the Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court understands that it will sign assurances to comply with all applicable Federal and 
State laws, rules and regulations, especially Title VI of the Civil Rights Act and Section 504 of 
the 1973 Rehabilitation Act, and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that in the event a grant is awarded, the Judge/Executive is hereby 
appointed to enter into said Agreement and to execute all documents necessary to effectu-
ate the closing of the Agreement.
 
Judge/Executive

 
Date

ATTEST:  
Notary Public
Date
(Seal)



VOLLEYBALL  

Girls close with Webster win 

Crittenden County built a two-set lead before Todd 
County Central rallied to defeat the Lady Rockets in a 
five-set volleyball marathon Monday at Marion. CCHS 
won the opening set 25-14 and edged Todd Central 
25-23 in the second to move within one set of victory. 
The Lady Rebels responded with wins of 25-15 and 
25-14 to force a deciding fifth set, then completed the 
comeback with a 15-6 victory. 

The girls beat Webster County Tuesday in straight 
sets to close out their home schedule. They will be on 
the road at Christian County Thursday. 

The girls finished Tuesday’s game against Webster 
having won five of their last six outings and holding a 
14-13 overall record. 

The Lady Rockets will next week turn their attention 
to the Fifth District Tournament, scheduled for Oct. 19-
20 at Livingston Central. 

 
UPCOMING GAMES / MATCHES 

Crittenden Sports Schedule  
Oct. 15 Volleyball at Christian County 
Oct. 16 Football vs Fort Campbell 
Oct. 19-20 Volleyball District Tournament 

  
COLLEGE FOOTBALL  

Wildcats jump to No. 15 

   Kentucky climbed to No. 15 in the Associated Press 
Top 25 football poll after a 35-34 overtime victory over 
LSU, earning its highest ranking since reaching No. 
13 in 2022. 
   The Wildcats (5-1, 3-1 Southeastern Conference) 
have won four straight games, including three confer-
ence contests, under first-year coach Will Stein. Ken-
tucky returned to the rankings after dropping out a 
week earlier. 
   Kentucky travels to Norman on Saturday to face 
Oklahoma, which defeated previously top-ranked 
Texas 27-24. 
   Georgia took over the No. 1 spot, followed by Notre 
Dame. Kentucky is among nine SEC teams in the 
rankings. LSU dropped from No. 10 to No. 22 follow-
ing its loss to the Wildcats. 

 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 
  Here are so me of the most common hunting opportuni-
ties currently in season:  
Squirrel                                     Aug 15 - Nov 13 
Dove                                           Sept 1 - Oct 26 
Deer Archery                              Sept 5 - Jan 18 
Turkey Archery                           Sept 5 - Jan 18 
Deer Crossbow                        Sept 19 - Jan 18 
Turkey Crossbow                                 Oct 1-18 
Deer Youth                                          Oct 10-18 
Deer Muzzleloader                             Oct 17-18 
Turkey Gun                                         Oct 24-30 
Deer Gun                                           Nov 14-29 
Turkey Crossbow                     Nov 14 - Dec 31 
Squirrel                                     Nov 16 - Feb 28 
Dove                                          Nov 26 - Dec 6 
Duck                                                  Nov 26-29 
Turkey Gun                                          Dec 5-11 
Duck                                            Dec 7 - Jan 31 
Deer Muzzleloader                            Dec 12-20 
Goose                                       Nov 26 - Feb 15 
Dove                                         Dec 19 - Jan 10 
Deer Youth Free                                Dec 26-27  

Bullfrog                                    May 16 - Oct. 31  

Coyote daytime                               Year Round 

Ground hog                                     Year Round 
 

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 

@CrittendenPress on Twitter 
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Join Us Weekly for The Show on YouTube with Coach Courtney 
Follow the team at Rocketsfootball.com

BY DAVID R. DRENNAN   
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

With the Fifth District Tournament 
set for Oct. 19-20 at Livingston Cen-
tral, the Lady Rockets volleyball 
team is focused on continuing its 
winning ways. 

Crittenden County completed the 
regular season unbeaten against dis-
trict opponents, something it has 
done every season since 2020. 
Coach Bayley McDonald said the 
Lady Rockets have won every district 
tournament since 2018. 

“We take a lot of pride in that ac-
complishment, and as the years con-
tinue it adds more and more 
pressure to the seasons. We do not 
take it lightly, and our goal every sin-
gle season is, no matter what, we 
run our district. We set other goals, 
but that one is always number one. 
A standard we have set for our 
team,” McDonald said. 

Despite that dominance, McDon-
ald said competition within the dis-
trict is growing. The Lady Rockets 
open play against Trigg County at 7 
p.m., Monday. The championship 
game is scheduled for 6 p.m., Tues-
day at Smithland.  

“We enter each season with a tar-
get on our back, and I must continue 
to tell the girls how badly the other 
teams want our title,” she said. 

The increasingly competitive na-
ture of local volleyball is something 
she welcomes. 

“As a former player and passionate 
coach, you can’t ask for more,” Mc-

Donald said. 
This year brought additional pres-

sure with Lyon County joining the 
Fifth District. McDonald was compli-
mentary of the new opponent from 
Eddyville. 

“Adding Lyon County is just what 
we needed to even out the district. 
I’m excited to see a true tournament 
play out throughout the week,” she 
said. 

McDonald isn’t the only one look-
ing forward to the tournament. Sen-
ior Maeson Martin is mindful of the 
team’s streak and the challenges 
ahead. 

“The fact we haven’t lost a district 
match in so long is one thing I am 
very conscious of. Yet still one thing 
I am growing aware of is that the dis-
trict isn't as much of a guarantee 
anymore,” Martin said. 

She said Trigg County has im-
proved and Lyon County plays like it 
has something to prove. Still, the 
five-year veteran is optimistic about 
her team’s chances. 

“Districts will be more of a compe-
tition this year than it has been in 
years past, but I strongly believe that 
we will be keeping the title of district 
champs for many more years to 
come,” Martin said. 

Martin and fellow senior Braelyn 
Merrill are leaders of the Lady Rock-
ets squad and have helped rally their 
teammates throughout the fall. Both 
have also reflected on their own 
growth. 

“This season I feel like my attitude 
towards the sport has gotten a whole 
lot better,” Martin said. 

Merrill said her biggest strides 
have come in confidence and leader-
ship. 

“Being a senior, I’ve learned that 
being a good teammate is about 
more than what you do on the court. 
It’s also about encouraging others, 
keeping a positive attitude, and 
being someone your teammates can 
depend on,” she said. 

Merrill has worked to make those 
qualities a consistent part of who she 
is. 

“Personally, I want to give every-
thing I have to this team and make 
the most of every opportunity, espe-
cially with this being my senior 
year,” she said. 

The program also has emerging 
leaders such as junior Maddie 
Hearell, who shares her teammates’ 
determination to defend the district 
title. 

“Every time I walk into a district 
match, I remind myself to give it my 
all, no matter who stands on the op-
posite side of the net. Our district as 
a whole has more talent than ever 
before, but I believe this pushes us 
as the reigning champs to fight even 
harder to keep our title,” Hearell 
said. 

Hearell is committed to bringing 
positive energy to her team as the 
Lady Rockets pursue a successful 
postseason.

Crittenden County’s cross country team’s season is winding down as the runners prepare for the Oct. 24 First Region 
meet. The squad ran Tuesday at the Paducah Fellowship of Christian Athletes All Comers and will race Thursday at 
Hopkins Central before turning its full attention to the regional event. Pictured are team members (from left) Coach 
Nick Martinez. Barrett Brown, Noah Martinez, London McCord, Miles Yates, Presley Potter, CJ Nelson, Addie Nelson, 
Aiden Musser, Bella Walston, River Rogers, and Head Coach Sandra Martinez. Photo by Misty Tinsley Photography.

Volleyball girls chime in on district hopes

STAFF REPORT 
Adri Berry scored all four goals 

Monday as Crittenden County de-
feated host Lyon County 4-2 in the 
Fifth District Tournament opener, se-
curing a regional tournament berth 
and a spot in the district champi-
onship game. 

The Lady Rockets lost 3-2 Tuesday 
to top-seeded Trigg County in the dis-
trict championship game. Trigg had 
won both regular-season meetings 
with Crittenden, 6-2 and 4-1. 

The Lady Rockets last won the dis-
trict crown in 2015. 

Monday’s victory settled a season 

split with the Lady Lyons. Crittenden 
won the first meeting 5-2 in Marion 
before losing 2-1 at Lyon County. 

The Lady Rockets are making their 
fifth district championship appear-
ance since 2015. They won the title 
that year by defeating Trigg County in 
a penalty-kick shootout and finished 
as runners-up in 2016, 2022 and 
2025. 

Crittenden lost to Lyon in the 2016 
final and to Trigg in the 2022 and 
2025 championship games. 

The Second Region Tournament be-
gins Saturday at Henderson. Pairings 
will be announced Thursday.

Lady Rockets advance to 
region with win over Lyon

Adri Berry scored all four CCHS 
goalsl Monday against Lyon and re-
mains among the top 10 scorers in 
Kentucky. Photo by Brynn Porter.



STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County School 

District at its September board 
meeting adopted a $23.87 mil-
lion working budget for fiscal 
year 2027, with about $17 mil-
lion flowing through the dis-
trict’s general fund. 

The budget, submitted Sept. 
28, shows $23,871,300 in total 
spending across all district 
funds. The general fund ac-
counts for 71% of the overall 
budget, followed by $3.47 mil-
lion in special revenue funds 
and $2.17 million for food serv-

ice. The building fund totals 
$709,874, school activity 
funds total $388,718 and cap-
ital outlay is $111,800. 

The $17.02 million general 
fund budget is balanced, with 
projected revenues matching 
expenditures. State SEEK 
funding is the largest identified 
revenue source at $6.7 million, 
or 39%. Local taxes and other 
local sources are expected to 
generate $3.75 million, or 

22%, and the district begins 
the fiscal year with a balance of 
about $2.14 million. 

Another $4.42 million, or 
26%, is listed as “on behalf” 
revenue. That is money the 
state pays directly on behalf of 
the school district for expenses 
such as employee retirement, 
health insurance and other 
benefits. Although the money 
generally does not pass 
through the district’s bank ac-

count, accounting rules re-
quire the district to recognize 
both the state’s payment as 
revenue and the corresponding 
expense. As a result, it in-
creases the reported size of the 
general fund budget without 
representing $4.42 million that 
the school board has available 
to spend at its discretion. 

Instruction remains the dis-
trict’s largest expense at nearly 
$8.3 million, or 49% of general 
fund. Plant operations and 
maintenance account for $1.69 
million, or 10%, while student 

transportation is budgeted at 
$1.37 million, or 8%. 

Other major expenses in-
clude $1.1 million for student 
support services, $1.07 million 
for school administrative sup-
port and $1.01 million for dis-
trict administrative support. 
The budget also includes 
$773,718 in contingency funds 
and about $280,000 in fund 
transfers. The district lists ap-
proximately $799,280 in debt-
service bond obligations, plus 
$306,505 in debt service paid 
on its behalf.
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Enter there or here.

Pumpkin Bowling Maze Fun Zombie Walk & Costume Parade
    People are arriving for
the zombie walk & parade.

  So your hayride gets
to lead the parade. Nice!

To find your way to the area for the Pumpkin Bowling
     Fill in the blanks to 
name each character:

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ ____ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
r   a   n       e  n   s       e   i   n

z       m       i   e   s

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ N   i   n       a 

p        i   n  c   e       s

u  m       k   i   n

l            n

Sold

       Treats and Eats at the Pumpkin Festival!
What’s what? Draw a line from each description to the food or treat.

1. creamy pumpkin pie tamales
2. BBQ meat skewers
3. sweet candy apples
4. pumpkin doughnuts
5. fresh apples
6. award-winning pumpkin 
    bread and mixes 
7. Grandma’s perfect apple pie
8. famous spicy pumpkin pie 
 

 Fresh pumpkin and 

apple cider doughnuts!
A.

B.

C. 

D. 
E.

F. 

G.
H.

Pumpkin Festival!
Ch
oc
ola
te

Ch
oc
ola
te

Chocolate
Chocolate

CANDY
APPLES

     Read the clues below to fill in 
the puzzle with what a day at a 
Pumpkin Festival might include!

breakfast

light

views
weighs

craft

trucks

dish

ride

contest

music

race

parade

rolling

painted

animals

acts
autos

clean

1. Start the day at the pumpkin pancake ________.
2. Choose a pumpkin from a bin – carve it, 
    pop in a ________ and find a special 
    place for it on the bleachers.
3. Bounce around on a hayride or glide 
    on a train to take in the ________.
4. Look at the giant pumpkins and 
    guess which ________ the most!
5. Wander by ________ booths to 
    get ideas and buy a handmade item.
6. Walk past the food ________ to 
    choose a treat that looks and smells delicious.
7. Join in the great pumpkin cook-off by 
    preparing a recipe or tasting a new ________.
8. What ________ will you climb onto in the amusements section?
9. Cheer for a favorite entrant in the pie-eating ________.
10. Rest for a bit and listen to the live ________ on the stage.
11. Choose a number for your rubber bird in the duck _____ .
12. Join the crowd in the zombie walk or costume ________.
13. Find the “bowling alley” and score by ________ pumpkins to knock down bowling pins.
14. Think of a character or design to have ________ on your face at the face-decorating table.

15. Pet and feed various ________ in the petting zoo.
16. Watch ______ like fire dancing or stilt walking.
17. Admire antique or fancy ________ at the car show.
18. Find your way through the corn or obstacle ______.
19. When it’s dark, wander along the stands and enjoy 
      the lighted, grinning ________.
20. Join in the pumpkin derby dump, where people 
      race to ________ up at the end of the pumpkin fest.

5

9

4

6

7

810

12

1

2

3

13

14 15

16
11

17

18

19

20

Jack-O’-Lanterns
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Newspaper Fun!Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!

We’ve picked our pumpkins and will...   ...get them ready to light up the night.  

maze

School board adopts $23.87 working budget for FY27

BLUE 
Continued from page 1 

$2,463,650.24, bringing 
DanceBlue’s cumulative 
fundraising to more than $27 
million. More than 700 UK stu-
dents participated in the April 
marathon at Rupp Arena. 

For Boone, the connection 
extends beyond fundraising. In 
her biography on DanceBlue’s 
website, she described how 

participating as a freshman in-
spired her to become more in-
volved. Later, as programming 
chair, she helped plan the 
marathon and spent time at 
the clinic, getting to know pa-
tients, families and staff. 

Those visits reinforced the 
purpose behind the organiza-
tion’s work, she wrote, remind-
ing her that every fundraiser, 
meeting and hour of planning 
serves real children and fami-

lies. 
DanceBlue began in memory 

of Jarrett Mynear, a young 
cancer patient whose final re-
quest to his parents was to do 
something to help the clinic. 
His wish remains the founda-
tion of the organization’s mis-
sion. 

DanceBlue at the University 
of Kentucky is recognized as 
the largest student-run philan-
thropy in the Southeastern 

Conference. 
Boone is the daughter of 

Nathan and Lee Anna Boone of 
Marion. 

Locally, CCHS HOSA adviser 
Jennifer Brown said the organ-
ization is working with Princi-
pal Josh Cook to host a Mini 
DanceBlue event in the high 
school’s multipurpose room in 
early spring 2027. 

Students plan to raise 
money before the event and 

charge admission as part of 
the fundraiser. The local event 
will last four hours, with a dif-
ferent theme each hour to en-
courage participation. HOSA 
officers will teach dances, and 
guest speakers are expected to 
participate. 

Brown said she is excited for 
HOSA, an organization for fu-
ture health professionals, to 
become involved in fundraising 
to fight childhood cancer.
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TICKS 
Continued from page 1 
range from digestive 
problems and hives to 
anaphylaxis, a poten-
tially fatal allergic reac-
tion. 

Newcom said he has 
experienced anaphylaxis 
three times. One severe 
episode followed a meal 
of cheeseburgers. 

“Oh, it’s serious busi-
ness,” he said. 

His wife, a registered 
dietitian, has helped 
him manage the allergy 
and has counseled other 
patients living with it. 

“She became an expert 
in this dealing with me,” 
he said. 

For Newcom, avoiding 
mammal meat is essen-
tial, but he said he can 
tolerate dairy. Other pa-
tients must scrutinize 
labels for milk ingredi-
ents, gelatin and addi-
tional potential triggers. 

The UK review recom-
mends an individual-
ized, tiered approach, 
beginning with mammal 
meat and expanding re-
strictions when neces-
sary. According to the 
Kentucky Health News 
report, some patients 
also need to avoid dairy, 
broths, lard, gelatin or 
certain additives. 

Poultry, fish, seafood, 
eggs, beans, lentils, nuts 
and seeds provide alter-
native protein sources. 
Newcom eats plenty of 
chicken and fish, in-
cluding crappie his fa-
ther brings home from 
Florida. 

Still, he misses steak 
and pepperoni pizza. 

Restaurant meals 
present another chal-
lenge. Ingredients and 
cooking methods can in-
troduce mammal prod-
ucts into foods that 
otherwise appear suit-
able. The UK review 
notes, for example, that 
chicken sausage may 
have a pork casing. 

Newcom recalled hav-
ing a severe reaction 
after a restaurant meal 
despite previously eating 
there without symp-
toms. 

That unpredictability 
is recognized by the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, 
which says patients may 
react differently to the 
same product on sepa-
rate occasions. 

Newcom recently 
sought an ear-needle 
procedure in Newburgh, 
Ind., hoping for relief, 
but said he remains hes-
itant about reintroduc-
ing foods that have 
caused reactions. 

The CDC recommends 
managing the allergy 
through avoidance of 
triggering products, 
careful label reading, 
prevention of additional 
tick bites and prepara-
tion for emergencies 
with a health care 
provider. Any decision to 
resume eating previ-
ously avoided foods 
should be made with 
medical guidance.  

For Newcom, more 
than two decades of ex-
perience have made vig-
ilance part of daily life. 

“Obviously, it changes 
your diet,” he said. “And 
it’s frustrating.”

Caldwell breaks 
industrial ground 

 
City and county offi-

cials in Caldwell County 
broke ground Monday 
on a build-ready site 
pad at the Princeton-
Caldwell County Indus-
trial Park to help attract 
future industrial devel-
opment, WPKY radio re-
ported. 

Caldwell Judge-Exec-
utive Kota Young, who 
chairs the Princeton-
Caldwell County Indus-
trial Development 
Authority, said the 
state-supported project 
will prepare Site No. 5 
near the Hydro-Gear en-
trance. Construction is 
expected to begin imme-
diately and be completed 
by year’s end. 

Young said the project 
does not include imme-
diate construction of a 
speculative building. 
Preparing the pad will 
allow a company to 
move more quickly when 
it is ready to build. It’s 
the second work in the 
park since 1998. 
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MARION POLICE activity report 
  Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of 
September 2026 to the same month in 2025. The chart also includes the previous month’s 
totals, year-to-date police activity totals and last year’s monthly average. 
 
                                                   SEPTEMBER   September         August                2025       2025 MONTHLY  
CATEGORY                                  2026         2025            2026           YR TOTALS      AVERAGE  

Miles driven/patrolled                                                             
Criminal investigations                                                          
Domestics                                                                               
Felony Arrests                                                                         
Misdemeanor arrests                                                             
Non-criminal arrests                                                               
DUI arrests                                                                              
Criminal summons served                                                       
Traffic citations                                                                        
Other citations 
Traffic warnings                                                                      
Parking tickets                                                                        
Traffic accidents                                                                      
Security checks/alarms                                                          
Calls for service 

3,599 
13 
11 
4 

15 
8 
0 
1 

13 
31 
1 
0 
5 

69 
210

1,687 
16 
10 
2 
11 
2 
2 
2 
5 

12 
2 
0 
5 

64 
184

2,293 
6 
7 
5 
9 

25 
2 
7 

22 
30 
3 
0 
6 

67 
201

2,446.3 
11.8 
8.4 
3.3 

10.0 
8.3 
0.8 
2.4 

20.3 
23.2 
5.1 
0.1 
6.8 

66.5 
210.3

29,355 
141 
101 
39 

120 
99 
9 

29 
244 
278 
61 
1 

82 
798 

2,524

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 
Bobby West 

 
On Facebook 
Marion Police 
Department 
Marion-KY

Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook

Coldest    Warmest   Wettest 
  Temp         Temp         Day 
   46.3            97.9           1.62
 Mon., Sept. 28               Sat., Sept. 5               Fri., Sept. 11

SEPTEMBER 2026

                                           2026            2025         2024         2023          2022          2021 
Average Temp          
Coldest Temp           
Hottest Temp            
Precipitation             
Wettest Day              

Hottest temp of year in September 

  n Summer held on through much of September in Crittenden 
County, producing the year’s highest temperature and the 
warmest September average in the local figures dating to 2016. 
Kentucky Mesonet data show September’s average temperature 
was 76.3 degrees, up 4.2 degrees from September 2025. The 
next-warmest September in the 11-year comparison was 2018, 
when the average reached 73.7 degrees. The thermometer 
climbed to 97.9 degrees Sept. 5, topping every monthly high 
recorded so far in 2026. August’s highest reading was 94.8 de-
grees, while July peaked at 93.7. September recorded 13 days 
with temperatures reaching at least 90 degrees. Average daily 
highs were 86.9 degrees, and average lows were 65.6. A late-
month cooldown brought a more seasonal feel. Highs stayed in 
the upper 60s Sept. 22-23, and the month’s lowest temperature, 
46.3 degrees, was recorded Sept. 28. Rainfall totaled 2.81 
inches, compared with 3.4 inches in September 2025 and 6.5 
inches in September 2024. This year’s total was slightly above 
August’s 2.54 inches but well below July’s 7.59 inches. Much of 
September’s rain arrived during a brief stretch Sept. 9-11. The 
wettest day, Sept. 11, delivered 1.62 inches, nearly 58% of the 
month’s total. Measurable rainfall of at least one-hundredth of an 
inch was recorded on four days. Through September, the 
monthly figures show 31.26 inches of precipitation for 2026. July 
remains the year’s wettest month, while February was the driest 
with just half an inch. 
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QUIET 
Continued from page 1 

having fewer nearby entertainment op-
tions does not bother them. They enjoy 
the quiet and slower pace. 

Both are retired but remain busy. 
Ron works around their home and 
grounds, while Carol participates in 
several local groups, including the 
Friends of the Crittenden County Public 
Library. She is also active in her 
church. 

Through her work with the Friends 

group, Carol has been instrumental in 
obtaining a grant for a Little Free Li-
brary installation. The group’s first Lit-
tle Free Library is planned for the 
Frances community and will likely be 
installed sometime in October. Addi-
tional locations are planned, with mem-
bers of the Friends monitoring and 
maintaining them. 

The Harrisons have become part of 
the community, willing to help others 
when needed. They said they would rec-
ommend the area to anyone interested 
in living at a slower pace. 

City forms 
IDA with 4 

 
Marion City Council ap-

proved action Tuesday to 
address an urgent pump 
replacement at the Ky. 91 
sanitary sewer lift station 
and confirmed four ap-
pointments to an Indus-
trial Development 
Authority (IDA) board. 

The lift station has only 
one operating pump and 
no backup, prompting the 
special meeting. Council 
approved a bid award and 
a resolution involving 
Straeffer Pump & Supply 
Inc. for pump station im-
provements and generator 
purchases, subject to state 
approval of funding. The 
Ky. 91 pump is the prior-
ity, with generators to be 
purchased if funding is 
available. 

The council also con-
firmed Mayor D’Anna 
Browning’s appointments 
of Todd Riley, Mark 
Williams, Alan Stout and 
Darrick Myers to three-
year terms on the six-
member IDA. 

City Administrator 
Adam Ledford said the 
board was established by 
ordinance in the 1980s 
but has never been active. 
Its nonprofit status could 
help the city qualify for 
grants unavailable to 
other industrial founda-
tions. Ledford said having 
the board in place will pre-
pare the city for future op-
portunities. Members do 
not have to live within city 
limits, and officials plan to 
add more details to the or-
dinance later.
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Homemakers Week 
Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom pro-
claimed Oct. 11–17 Kentucky Extension Homemakers’ 
Week, recognizing the local organization’s contribu-
tions to education and volunteer service. Pictured, from 
left, are (front) county Homemakers President Laurie 
Holcomb and Newcom; (back) Extension agent Re-
becca Woodall, Andrea Clement, Tracy Sutton, Darl 
Henley, past president Brandi Potter and Janet 
Stevens. The Homemakers held  their annual Twilight 
Walk and soup sampling Monday at the park.

BY DAVID R. DRENNAN   
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Telehealth, or the use of digital 
information and communication 
technologies to access health care 
services and manage health re-
motely, is not new to the Bluegrass 
State. First used in 1995, it has 
evolved as fast as the technology 
has. 

However, it was the pandemic 
and subsequent shutdowns that 
really brought telehealth into our 
mainstream culture. During the 
throes of the pandemic era, the 
Kentucky Medical Association re-
ported that approximately 74% of 
Kentucky physicians utilized tele-
health, a 10% increase from pre-
pandemic numbers. The growing 
telehealth movement was later reg-
ulated by the Kentucky General 
Assembly in 2021-22, which es-
tablished key definitions, security, 
confidentiality and reporting re-
quirements. 

That regulation also included 
the requirement for the state Cab-
inet for Health and Family Services 
to “develop and maintain a Tele-
health Provider Directory to assist 
patients/consumers in locating 
health care providers utilizing tele-
health across the Commonwealth.” 
According to this directory, 41 
providers – including individuals, 
physician groups and hospitals – 
are listed as having a physical lo-

cation in Critten-
den County. Their 
contact informa-
tion, as well as 
their specialties, 
is listed as well. 
Several on the list 
are mental health 
providers. 

One of the 
providers listed is 
nurse practitioner 
Marcie Ellington. 
Ellington, a longtime health 
provider, divides her time between 
Family Practice Clinic and Critten-
den Community Hospital in Mar-
ion. She described telehealth as 
“just trying to meet the needs of 
our patients to the best of our abil-
ity.” 

Even though local providers like 
Ellington “always prefer in-office 
visits,” she explained that some-
times patients get trapped at work 
or lack transportation to come to 
the office or hospital. “We try to 
meet them halfway,” Ellington 
said. The convenience and flexibil-
ity are among the obvious perks of 
telehealth, especially in a rural 
area. 

During the telehealth call, 
Ellington tries to help them with 
their complaint. However, Elling-
ton sometimes finds herself limited 
by not being able to physically ex-
amine the patient. In those cases, 

Ellington pivots back to a more 
traditional office visit. “We say, 
hey, we can’t manage this with 
telehealth. We’re gonna need you 
to come on in,” she explained. An-
other drawback to telehealth can 
be the lack of reliable internet 
service, which is also common in 
rural areas like Crittenden 
County. 

Ellington also noted that they 
don’t offer telehealth routinely, but 
only on a case-by-case basis. “If 
someone asks specifically and we 
just can’t make it work otherwise, 
we’ll do a telehealth visit,” Elling-
ton also stated. The state’s direc-
tory also gives a disclaimer that 
“prior to scheduling a telehealth 
visit, patients should contact their 
insurance company to confirm 
telehealth services are a covered 
benefit with their chosen insur-
ance plan.” 

Another form of local telehealth 
is for students in school. Ellington 
explained, “We also have a part-
nership with the schools so that 
students whose parents have 
signed consents can go see the 
school nurse. She can do a physi-
cal exam and share her findings 
with us.” Ellington added that the 
communication between school 
health and local providers “works 
out really well” and benefits stu-
dents.

Ellington

Telehealth visits growing in popularity among 
providers, patients, students across the area

A nice crowd turned out 
Saturday, Oct. 10 at Crit-
tenden County Public Li-
brary for a special 
preview of “Current: A 
Descendant’s Journey for 
Truth.” Hosted by the 
Crittenden Historical So-
ciety, the screening fea-
tured a documentary 
following an enslaved 
girl’s journey to Kentucky 
and her descendant’s 
quest to honor her story. 
Local residents appear in 
the film. The film is by 
Pam Smith, who is the 
third great-granddaughter 
of Matilda Threlkeld, who 
lived on Bellville Street in 
Marion and claimed to be 
the daughter of Thomas 
Jefferson’s nephew.


