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Voter registration
deadline is Oct. 5

Voter registration deadline in
order to participate in the Nov. 3
general election is Oct. 5. To register
visit the county clerk’s office with
your driver’s license or other qualify-
ing identification or go online to
GoVote.gov and register electroni-
cally.

Planning commission
will hear zoning
request for Main St.

Marion Planning Commission will
consider a request to rezone the for-
mer Rocket Tire building at 503 S.
Main St. to accommodate American
Shield Blast Mats.

The property is currently zoned
C-2 General Business District. The
applicant is seeking a change to I1-2
Light Industrial District.

A public hearing will be held at 6
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 24 before the
planning commission in the council
chambers at Marion City Hall. For
more information, call the city at
270-965-2266.

CC school board is
changing meeting date

Crittenden County Board of Edu-
cation is changing the date of its
September regular meeting from
from Sept. 22 to 5:30 p.m., on
Tuesday, Sept. 28 at Rocket Arena.

prohibited at park trail

Marion-Crittenden County Park
officials are reminding visitors that
motorized vehicles are prohibited on
the park’s 1.25-mile walking trail
and 400-meter oval track. This pro-
hibition has been in place for many
years. The prohibition includes e-
bikes, electric scooters and other
motorized devices. Officials say the
restriction is intended to protect
walkers, runners and other trail
users.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

eLivingston County Board of Ed-
ucation will meet at 5 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 14.

eMarion Tourism and Recreation
Commission will meet at 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 15, at the Marion
Welcome Center.

eSalem City Council will meet at
5 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 15, in the
Deer Lakes meeting room.

eMarion Code Enforcement
Board will have a special called
meeting at 5 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.
15, at city hall.

eLivingston County Conservation
District will meet at 8 a.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 17, at Deer Lakes Golf
Course in Salem.

¢City of Marion will meet at 4:45
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 17 at city hall
for a special meeting and tax rate
hearing.

eCrittenden County Fiscal Court
will meet at 6 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
17, at the county office complex.
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Longtime teacher and city leader Phyllis Sykes drowned

in her backyard pool in 2022.

Phyllis Sykes Reading Garden

Late teacher inspires memorial

STAFF REPORT

A new reading garden at
Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School is giving
children a place to enjoy
books while providing a
lasting memorial to long-
time first-grade teacher
Phyllis Sykes.

The Phyllis Sykes Read-
ing Garden was completed
shortly before the begin-
ning of the school year. Lo-
cated near the school
playground, it includes a
brightly painted Raggedy

Ann and ndy-themed
book box, a bench and
plants selected to attract
butterflies.

The box operates as a
free community library
where children may take,
leave or share a book. No
library card is necessary.

Sykes, who died in an ac-
cidental drowning at her
backyard pool in Marion on
July 27, 2022, taught first
grade for many years. She
later served on Marion City
Council and was a candi-

date for mayor at the time
of her death.

Karen Nasseri, who
taught alongside Sykes for
many years, said the idea
for a memorial developed
shortly after Sykes’ death
as friends and former stu-
dents considered how best
to honor her.

“How do we honor her in
a way that would make her
proud?” Nasseri recalled.
“Phyllis was a longtime,

See SYKES /page 3

CEO says fluorspar project
is still progressing forward

BY DAVID R. DRENNAN
FOR THE CRITTENDEN PRESS

CleanTech Vanadium Mining is moving
forward with plans to revive fluorspar min-
ing in Livingston County, with permitting
underway and production potentially be-

ginning by 2028 or 2029.

CEO and Executive Chairman John Lee
said the proposed Campbell Crotser proj-
ect could eventually create 30 to 50 highly
many paying six-figure

skilled jobs,
salaries.

E. Clement Mineral Museum, where he
purchased a piece of fluorite — the min-

eral his company hopes to extract from the
Livingston County property.

In addition to touring the mining site,
Lee traveled to Paducah, Nashville, Frank-

fort and Lexington. He also met with offi-

said.

cials at the Office of Mining Reclamation

and Enforcement to begin discussing per-

mits needed to construct the mine.
“They were verbally supportive,”

Lee

Lee first visited the property last spring
as his company continued assessing the
site for future mining operations.

“We spent three days there,” Lee said.

During the trip, Lee also visited the Ben

Lee said some states are unreceptive to
new mining projects, but he did not en-
counter that attitude in Kentucky. Discus-

See SPAR/page 9

School board okays 0.2 ax rate increase

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County Board
of Education approved its
tax rates during a special-
called meeting last Thurs-
day. The district adopted a
general fund levy of 51.8
cents per $100 of assessed
value on real property and
52.3 cents per $100 on per-
sonal property. The real
property rate is 0.2 cents
higher than last year’s rate.

District information indi-
cated that the school taxes
are expected to generate

$2,888,173.76. The board
approved the rates without
opposition.

City of Marion will be the
final local taxing district to
approve its rate. The city
will hold a special meeting
at 4:45 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 17 at city hall.

The city is proposing a
real property tax rate of
22.7 cents per $100 of as-
sessed value, down from
22.9 cents last year. Once
the city casts its final vote,
the complete schedule of

local property tax rates will
be set. Once Marion ap-
proves its rate, city prop-
erty owners will likely have
a combined real property
tax rate of 145.897 cents
per $100 of assessed value,
or about $1,458.97 on
property valued at
$100,000.

The county and other
local districts had set their
rates earlier and those were
detailed in last week’s
newspaper.

enand now
in Marion, £y

I grew up in Marion in the
1940s. Let me tell you what I
remember about those years.

Can you imagine Marion with
three traffic lights in town? No?
Well, when I was growing up
here, we had exactly that — one
located at Main and Bellville,
one at Main and Depot and one
at Main and U.S. 60 (Gum
Street).

Marion was much different
then! It had a busy downtown
and lovely big homes with care-
fully tended lawns,
trees and flower
beds that lined
Main Street both
north and south of
town. We had two
department stores,
two drugstores, two
grocery stores, two
banks, a Western
Auto store, a Ben
Franklin Five and
Dime, Cochran’s Hardware, By-
ford’s Variety Store, a Grey-
hound bus station, a pool hall
and a barbershop. We also had
a shoe repair shop where the
owner, Mr. Brown, would put
taps on our shoes for some-
thing like 35 cents. (Having
taps on your shoes was all the
rage, and everyone wanted
them.)

There were a couple of beauty
shops in town. I especially re-
member Miss Lily Bradford’s
shop on Main Street around
where Louise’s Flowers is now
located. I remember that be-
cause Miss Bradford had a
scary-looking piece of equip-
ment used for permanents. The
patron was hooked up to the
machine, which heated and set
the waves.

More importantly, there was
an indoor movie theater right
there on Main Street with a
popcorn stand next to it. Farm-
ers Bank was in the same loca-
tion as today, and across Main
Street from the bank was the
Marion Cafe, where the owner,
Cap Cline, stood by the register
during open hours, greeting
people coming in and thanking
people going out. The restau-
rant had booths along one wall
and a long counter with stools
on the opposite side. There
were tables filling the space be-
tween. Each of the booths had
a small jukebox mounted at the
end of the table where you
could play one song for a
nickel, but you could get six
songs for a quarter!

The post office was in the
same place as now. We had at
least three doctors in town, and
the Press office occupied what I
believe is the same spot as
today. There was a small serv-
ice station where Five Star is
now, and there were at least
two other stations in town.
There were also several office
locations in town that housed
lawyers, insurance agents and
businesses of that type. Other
businesses, such as the feed
store and the icehouse, were lo-
cated just off Bellville Street, on
the outskirts of town.

The Methodist, Baptist and
Presbyterian churches were all
in their same spots as today.
And, like today, there were sev-
eral other smaller churches in
and around Marion.

The best part was that on
Saturday morning, everyone
went to town. My job on Satur-
day mornings was to polish
shoes for every member of our
family. Mama would wash our
hair and get us all spruced up.
Families would get to town
early so that they would have a
good parking place. There were
parking places around the
courthouse square, but on the
back side of the square, there
were rails for tying one’s horse
and buggy in the shade.

Kids would get out of the car
and wander around with

See MARION /page 3
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Deaths
Jacobs

Roy “Jeff” Jeffry Ja-
cobs, 53, of Marion, died
Monday, Aug. 24, 2026,
at his home.

He was
born on Feb.
10, 1973 in
Marion to
the late Roy
Douglas and
Sandra Kay
Millikan Ja-
cobs. He was a beloved
medication tech at Princ-
eton Health and Rehabil-
itation.

Surviving are his wife,
Ashely Jacobs; two sons,
Shane and Thomas “TJ”
Jacobs of Crittenden
County; a brother, Mi-
chael (Teresa) Jacobs of
Union County; and three
sisters, Jackie (Buddy)
Chandler, Cathy (Ricky)
Poindexter and Teresa
(Scott) Price all of Critten-
den County.

Gilbert Funeal Home
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

McReynolds

Peggy Oelan McReyn-
olds, 88, of Marion, died
Friday, Sept. 4, 2026 at
Princeton Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center.

Prior to retirement, she
had worked as a quality
control inspector.

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Cynthia Rena Neira of
Demotte, Ind.; two sons,
Michael Dale Belt and
Terry Dwayne Belt, both
of Marion; a brother, Tony
Eugene Fletcher of Stur-
gis; eight grandchildren,
Chelsea and P.J.;,Mi-
chael Jason and Ashley,
Jason and Rebecca and
Cody and Bianca; sev-
en great-grandchildren,
Hunter, Corbin, Emma,

Western

Kentucky

Regional
Bleod Center

BLOOD
DRIVES
SEPT. 14

KENERGY IN

MARION, KY
FROM 2-4 P.M.
ON THE
BLOODMOBILE

BYLER’S CABINET
SHOP
IN CRITTENDEN
COUNTY, KY
FROM 5-8 P.M.
ON THE
BLOODMOBILE

BE
INFORMED”,

SEARCH PUBLIC
NOTICES

published in
Kentucky newspapers.

www.kypublicnotice.com

This websife is provided by
Kentucky's newspapers as a
free service for the purpose of
and engoging the citizens and
maximizing the availability of
this infarmation.

Joespehine “JoJo”, Cam-
den, William and SolMa-
rie.

She was preceded in
death by her parents,
Cavit and Mellie Gilland
Fletcher; two sisters,
Jean Palestine Hahn and
Lois Izetta Farmer; and
two brothers, Creed OIl-
iver Fletcher and James
C. Fletcher.

Graveside services were
Tuesday, Sept. 8 at Ma-
pleview Cemetery.

Myers Funeral Home
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Fritts

Aaron Thomas Fritts,
47, of Marion died Sept.
3, 2026 at Deaconess
Midtown Hospital in
Evansville.

He was
employed as
a carpen-
ter and coal
miner.

Surviving
are his wife,
Kayla Fritts;
sons, Wes-
ley (Kaylee) Fritts, Ethan
Rhodes, Jase (Fritts) As-

bridge, Waylon Fritts;
granddaughter, Ken-
leigh Fritts; brothers,

David Harrison (Shellee)
Fritts; Dale (Rena’ Huff-
ines) Fritts; sister, Tam-
my Balmear; and several
aunts, uncles, nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in
death by his father, David
Randall Friits; mother,
Debbie Kay Brown; and
sister, Shannon Graham.

Funeral services are
scheduled for 2 p.m., Sat-
urday, Sept. 12 at Myers
Funeral Home with burial
in Sugar Grove Cemetery.
Visitation begins at 10
a.m., and continues until
the service time.

Community Calendar

Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s
meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Thursday, Sept. 10

+ Line dancing begins at
9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden
County Senior Center.

» The Virgil Jones VFW in
Marion will have a meeting
at 6:30 p.m. at the VFW
building at 412 North Col-
lege St. Refreshments will
be served.

 New Era Homemakers
Club will meet from 5:30-7
p.m. at Crittenden County
Extension Annex.

Saturday, Sept. 12

+ Crittenden County Gene-
alogy meeting will be from
10-11:30 a.m. at the Critten-
den County Public Library.

Monday, Sept. 14

+ A Life Skills class will be-
gin at 7 p.m. at the Crit-
tenden County Extension
Annex. This is a mandatory
class required for the Com-
munity Christmas program.

Wednesday, Sept. 16

» Life Skills 101 will be from
9-10 a.m. at the Crittenden
County Extension Annex.
This is a mandatory classes
required for the Community
Christmas program.

+ Code Red - Universal
Safety Plan begins at 10:30
a.m. at the Crittenden
County Extension Annex.
This is one of the classes
for the Community Christ-
mas program. Registration
is required. For more infor-
mation call (270) 965-5236.

Thursday, Sept. 17

+ Line dancing begins at
9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden
County Senior Center.

« Friends of the Library will
meet from 6-7 p.m. at the
Crittenden County Library.

Monday, Sept. 21
+ WITS Workout begins

=
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Check Out Our Blinds and
Get Yours for Opening Day!!

at noon at the Crittenden
County Senior Center.
Sponsored by the Critten-
den County Extension Of-
fice, led by FCS Agent Re-
becca Woodall. For more
information call 270-965-
5236.

+  Homemakers Leader
Training will start at 1 p.m.
at the Crittenden County
Extension Office. Planning
Thrifty & Healthy Holiday
Meals will be led by Joni
Phelps.

+ Th Marion City Council
meeting will be from 5-6
p.m. at Marion City Hall.

+ Code Red - Universal
Safety Plan is one of the
classes for the Community
Christmas Program will be
from 6-7 p.m. at the Critten-
den County Extension An-

Banks Blinds

Delivery & Install
Available

Titan Blinds

Delivery & Install
Available

10% OFF Titan Blinds

Get yours now, while supplies last, to be set up
and ready before archery season opens.

ALSO FROM SUPERIOR WHITETAIL HABITATS

nex. For more information - Excavation - Forest Stand Improvement
call (270) 965-5236. - Hauling Gravel & Dirt

- Wildlife Habitat
Tuesday, Sept. 22 Development & - Private Land Management
» Hooks & Needles Home- Restoration

makers Club will meet from
noon-1 pm. at the Critten-
den County Public Library.
Anyone who is interested in
sewing, quilting, crocheting
or knitting is invited to join.

- CRP & Government

- Drone Services Programs

Buy Land. Build a Legacy.
(270) 640-9819
superiorwhitetailhabitats.com « Marion, KY

ALLisoN BaLL
AUuDITOR OF PuBLIC ACCOUNTS

Independent Auditor’s Report

To the People of Kentucky

The Honorable Andy Beshear, Governor

Holly M. Johnson, Secretary

Finance and Administration Cabinet

The Honorable Perry Newcom, Crittenden County Judge/Executive

Members of the Crittenden County Fiscal Court
Report on the Audit of the Financial Statement

) Crittenden County
Animal Clinic
SURGICAL PROCEDURES

Crittenden County Animal Clinic performs surgical
procedures including spays, neuters, a variety
of small animal surgeries castrations, enucleations,
lacerations, dentals and extractions.

Dr. Elizabeth A. Maddux * Dr. Michelle Hughes
3841 US Hwy. 60 West, Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-2257

A Gentle Guide

Through Lifes

tHardest Journeys.

®

Compassionate. Encouraging. Hope-filled.

B

[«
'wk

- COMPANION WORKBOOK

Available on

amazoncom

and other
* online booksellers.

When you need a

FAMILIAR,
FRIENDLY

face, we'll be there.

Our family caring for yours...

g
FUNERAL HOME .

Visit us online at gilbertfunerals.com

for information on obituaries, funeral arrangements, pre-need arrangements
and background information about the funeral home.

Find comfort and healing with A Mountain Called Grief
and its Companion Workbook. Practical tools,
meaningful reflections, and hope to help you

navigate your journey—one step at a time.

Can be
purchased
separately.

Q—')
Each book
stands on its
own so they
can be used
individually
if desired.
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We have audited the accompanying Statement of Receipts, Disbursements, and Changes in Fund Balances — Regulatory Basis of the
Crittenden County Fiscal Court, for the year ended June 30, 2025, and the related notes to the financial statement, which collectively
comprise the Crittenden County Fiscal Court’s financial statement as listed in the table of contents.

Unmodified Opinion on Regulatory Basis of Accounting

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statement referred to above presents fairly, in all material respects, the receipts,
disbursements, and changes in fund balances — regulatory basis of the Crittenden County Fiscal Court, for the year ended June 30, 2025,
in accordance with accounting practices prescribed or permitted by the Commonwealth of Kentucky as described in Note 1.

Adverse Opinion on U.S. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles

In our opinion, because of the significance of the matter discussed in the Basis for Adverse Opinion on U.S. Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles section of our report, the financial statements do not present fairly, in accordance with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America, the financial position of each fund of the Crittenden County Fiscal Court, for the
year ended June 30, 2025, or the changes in financial position and cash flows thereof for the year then ended.

Basis for Opinions

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America (GAAS), the standards
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, and
the Fiscal Court Audit Guide issued by the Auditor of Public Accounts, Commonwealth of Kentucky. Our responsibilities under those
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statement section of our report. We are
required to be independent of the Crittenden County Fiscal Court and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the
relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our audit opinions.

Basis for Adverse Opinion on U.S. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles

As described in Note 1 of the financial statement, the financial statement is prepared by the Crittenden County Fiscal Court on the basis
of the accounting practices prescribed or permitted by the Department for Local Government to demonstrate compliance with the
Commonwealth of Kentucky’s regulatory basis of accounting and budget laws, which is a basis of accounting other than accounting
principles generally accepted in the United States of America. The effects on the financial statement of the variances between the
regulatory basis of accounting described in Note 1 and accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America,
although not reasonably determinable, are presumed to be material and pervasive.

Responsibilities of M for the Financial Statement

Crittenden County Fiscal Court’s management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statement in
accordance with accounting practices prescribed or permitted by the Department for Local Government to demonstrate compliance with
the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s regulatory basis of accounting and budget laws. This includes determining that the regulatory basis
of accounting is an acceptable basis for the preparation of the financial statement in the circumstances. Management is also responsible
for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of a financial
statement that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions or events, considered in the
aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Crittenden County Fiscal Court’s ability to continue as a going concern for twelve
months beyond the financial statement date, including any currently known information that may raise substantial doubt shortly
thereafter.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statement

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statement is free from material misstatement, whether due
to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not
absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing
Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or
the override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the
aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial statement.

In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, we:

e Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

o Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statement, whether due to fraud or error, and design
and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence
regarding the amounts and disclosures in the financial statement.

e Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in
the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Crittenden County Fiscal
Court’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

e Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by
management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the financial statement.

e Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt
about the Crittenden County Fiscal Court’s ability to continue as a going concern for a reasonable period of time.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statement (Continued)

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of
the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control-related matters that we identified during the audit.

Other Matters

Supplementary Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statement taken as a whole of the Crittenden County
Fiscal Court. The Budgetary Comparison Schedules are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the
financial statement; however, they are required to be presented in accordance with accounting practices prescribed or permitted by the
Department for Local Government to demonstrate compliance with the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s regulatory basis of accounting
and budget laws.

The accompanying Budgetary Comparison Schedules are the responsibility of management and were derived from and relate directly
to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statement. Such information has been subjected to the
auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statement and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling
such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statement or to the financial
statement itself, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America. In our opinion, the Budgetary Comparison Schedules are fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the financial
statement as a whole.

Other Information

Management is responsible for the other information included in this report. The other information is comprised of the schedule of
capital assets but does not include the financial statement and our auditor’s report thereon. Our opinions on the financial statement do
not cover the other information, and we do not express an opinion or any form of assurance thereon. In connection with our audit of the
financial statement, our responsibility is to read the other information and consider whether a material inconsistency exists between the
other information and the financial statement, or the other information otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If, based on the
work performed, we conclude that an uncorrected material misstatement of the other information exists, we are required to describe it
in our report.

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated May 15, 2026, on our consideration of the
Crittenden County Fiscal Court’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of
laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our
testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the
effectiveness of internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the Crittenden County Fiscal Court’s internal control over financial
reporting and compliance.

Based on the results of our audit, we present the accompanying Schedule of Findings and Responses included herein, which discusses
the following report findings:

2025-001 The Crittenden County Fiscal Court Failed To Implement Effective Internal Controls Over Disbursements
2025-002 The Crittenden County Fiscal Court’s Financial Statement For the Public Properties Corporation Was Materially Misstated

Respectfully submitted,

Allison Ball

Auditor of Public Accounts

Frankfort, Ky
May 15, 2026
State law requires the Auditor of Public Accounts to annually audit fiscal courts, county clerks, and sheriffs; and print the results in a
newspaper having general circulation in the county. The complete audit and any other audit of state agencies, fiscal courts, county
clerks, sheriffs, and property valuation administrators may be viewed in the reports section of the Auditor of Public Accounts’ website
at auditor.ky.gov or upon request by calling 1-800-247-9126.

208 ST.
FRANKFORT,

TeLernone 502 . 564 . 5841
FacsimiLe 502 . 564 . 2612
AUDITOR.KY.GOV

CLAIR STREET
KY 406801-1817

AN EauvaL OrrorTunNITY EmrLovyeEr MIF/D
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All are safe, but
home destroyed

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County fire-
fighters spent more than
four hours battling a
house fire early Monday
on KY 855 South near
Frances.

A countywide fire de-
partment page was is-
sued at 3:06 a.m. for a
modular or double-wide
home that was reported
fully engulfed in flames.

Crittenden County,
Marion, Salem and Fre-
donia fire departments
responded to the blaze.
Firefighters remained at
the scene through the
early morning hours and
began wrapping up oper-
ations around 7:30 a.m.

The home belonged to
Daniel Haire. Residents
were in the house when
the blaze began but were
able to get out un-
harmed. The structure
was a total loss.

SYKES

Continued from page 1

wonderful teacher and
the the best first-grade
teacher that I've probably
ever known in my entire
life. She loved her kids.
She loved education.”

That shared love of
children and reading
made the elementary
school a natural location
for the project.

“That’s where she was,”
Nasseri said. “Her legacy
is everything that hap-
pened at that school and
her interaction with
kids.”

Alison Maddux, one of
Sykes’ former first-grade
students, helped develop
the garden and painted
the book box. Its design
reflects Sykes’ fondness
for Raggedy Ann dolls,
which she collected.
Some of the books ini-
tially placed in the box
also belonged to Sykes.

Maddux said Sykes re-
mained a special influ-
ence long after she left

first grade.

“She’s just inspired me
since then,” Maddux
said. “She’s just been a
special person to me
since I was in first
grade.”

Maddux said the gar-
den also gives Sykes’
friends and former stu-
dents a place to remem-
ber her. There was no
funeral following Sykes’
death, leaving many
without a place to gather
and grieve.

“One day she was here,
and one day she was
gone,” Maddux said.
“There wasn'’t really any
way to mourn or memo-
rialize her. This is a nice
to have a place to go.”

Brennan Cruce de-
signed and constructed
the book box with help
from Maddux. Cruse and
Katie Keene also helped
install it. Maddux and
Nasseri credited Cruce
with turning an idea dis-
cussed for nearly four
years into a finished proj-
ect.

Final autopsy results are weeks away

STAFF REPORT

An autopsy has been completed as
authorities continue investigating the
death of Aaron Fritts, 47, of Marion,
who died last week after being hospital-

ized.

Fritts was taken Tuesday by ambu-
lance from a residence on Old Shady
Grove Road to Crittenden Hospital. A
few hours later, he was transferred to
an Evansville hospital, where he later

Marion Police said the autopsy was

conducted Monday through the Van-
derburgh County Coroner’s Office in In-
diana. A preliminary report is expected
to follow, though police said it may pro-

vide only limited information about the

topsy.

died for reasons that remain unclear.

circumstances surrounding the au-

Additional testing by the pathologist
is still required, and final autopsy re-
sults are expected in four to 12 weeks.

MARION

Continued from page 1
friends. The men would
gather, leaning on park-
ing meters, to talk and
smoke. Most of the men
would end up in the pool
hall or barbershop later
in the day.

Women would sit in
their cars if they had
small children. Other-
wise, they would visit
with the women in other
cars. At lunchtime, the
men would go into Hillis

Hunt’s grocery, which
was located where
Gilbert’s Funeral Home is
today, and Mr. Hunt

would cut lunch meat for
sandwiches. Families ate
their sandwiches in their
cars.

Most families went
home in the early to
midafternoon, but others
would stay later. I can re-
member pressing my face
against the big window in
the pool room late in the
afternoon, tired and
ready to go home, hoping
to get Daddy’s attention
so we could leave.

I attended Fohs Hall for
the first through fifth
grades, then went to the
high school in town for
the sixth through eighth
grades (the term “middle
school” had not been
coined at that time). We
walked to school regard-
less of the weather. There
were no school buses.
Kids living out in the
county had their own
local schools.

Grades nine through
12 were held in the city
high school building
until the new consoli-
dated high school opened
in the very early 1950s.
The new school brought
kids from all over Crit-
tenden County into one
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school. That was very ex-
citing!

There were no sports
offered for girls in our
schools then. Boys
played basketball, foot-
ball and baseball. At
first, there wasn’t even a
gym in the new high
school, so there was not
even a gym class. Girls
made up both indoor and
outdoor games to enter-
tain themselves, and of
course, they were taught
to sew, crochet, cook and
take care of household
chores.

All that has changed as
the years have gone by.
For several years now,
girls have been able to
participate in different
sports. These opportuni-
ties exist in schools, so-
cial clubs and through
sponsored activities.

The Marion we live in
today pales in compari-
son to the Marion of the
1940s in several ways.
But our town, along with
hundreds of small towns
across the United States,
was simply pushed aside
and sometimes made ir-
relevant by the onset of
big-box stores, freeways
and job availability.

Small towns are not
able to offer the same
range of entertainment
choices as larger commu-
nities. Not only young
people but adults also
find themselves driving
20 or more miles one way
just to attend a movie,
bowl a few games or even
eat in a nice restaurant.
The same applies to at-
tending plays or con-
certs, playing a game of
golf or enjoying an
amusement park. Even
shopping for most
things, groceries in-

cluded, means a drive to
another, larger town.
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Life for the children in

small towns has, in
many cases, become cen-
tered around their

sports, their phones and
social media activities.
Although there are op-
portunities to play on
traveling soccer teams,
as well as other sports,
these things may not be
possible for some due to
transportation, cost or
other factors.

Thankfully, there are
opportunities in Marion
for young people to par-
ticipate in various artistic
activities that are sup-
ported by the commu-
nity. In addition, we are
fortunate to have an ac-
tive library that offers ac-
tivities and programs for
several age groups.

And, for some parents,
the inconveniences of
driving some distance for
entertainment or shop-
ping are acceptable
trade-offs for the advan-
tages of raising children
in a small town where
family and relationships
are an important part of
life.

Jenny Zimmer is a retired Human
Resources Executive who, after living
in Cincinnati for 53 years, moved back
to Marion, her home town, in 2023.
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Friends Laura Wood,
Linda Dennis, Tommy
Paulsen and Gay Porter
also supported the me-
morial and helped with
fundraising efforts.

Organizers hope the
project will continue to
grow. One goal is to add
an awning over nearby
picnic tables, giving chil-
dren a shaded place to
read during hot weather

and shelter during light
rain. Additional free book
boxes could eventually
be installed elsewhere in
the community.
Children’s books may
be donated at CCES
through Mollie McGowan
or placed in a donation
box at Marion and Co.
Books should be appro-
priate for young readers.
Several of  Sykes’

Raggedy Ann collectibles
are also available for pur-
chase at Marion and Co.
Proceeds will support the
reading garden and po-
tential future projects.

The garden’s message
is simple: Take a book,
share a book, inspire a
young heart... and con-
tinue the love of reading
that Sykes spent much of
her life encouraging.

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION

Rustic 3 Bedroom - 2 Bath Home
Tuesday, September 22nd 2026 | 12:00 PM

property deserves a look.

Covered Front Porch

Private, Wooded Setting

Potential

Property Highlights Include:
® 3Bedrooms - 2 Full Baths

Fireplace & Wood Burning Stove
Approx. 2,400 Sq. Ft. of Living Space
1-Car Garage ® Storage Shed

Rustic Wood Exterior - Wood-Shingle Roof

Upper-Level Covered Balcony

Natural Wood Interior Walls & Flooring
Spacious Kitchen with Peninsula
Mature Shade Trees ® Paved Drive

¢ Tremendous Renovation & Investment

Monday, September 14th
S 5:00-6:00 PM S

RUSTIC 3 BEDROOM HOME ¢ 2 BATHS » 2,400+ SQ. FT.
From the moment you arrive, the home's wood exterior, covered front porch, and upper-level
balcony create an inviting cabin-style appearance. The mature shade trees and winding paved drive
complement the home's natural setting. Also on the property is a storage shed and detached 1-car
garage. On the backside of the home is an additional covered deck and balcony.

Inside, you'll find an abundance of natural wood character, including wood-plank walls and wood
flooring visible throughout several rooms. The rustic finishes give the home a distinctive look that
would lend itself well to a country, cabin, or lodge-style renovation.

The kitchen features abundant cabinetry, countertop workspace, and a peninsula overlooking the
adjoining living area. With approximately 2,400 square feet, the home provides generous space and
an excellent opportunity for a buyer ready to update and personalize the property.

A PROPERTY WITH POSSIBILITIES - The photos show a home with plenty of rustic charm and
original wood character, but also one that presents an opportunity for updating and improvement.
That's exactly what can make an absolute auction exciting - buyers can evaluate the property, see the
potential, and bid according to their own plans and vision. Whether you're searching for a primary
residence, country getaway, investment property, renovation project, or distinctive rustic home, this

REAL ESTATE TERMS: A 10% buyer's premium will be added to the final bid price & included in mntract price. A 15% deposu is due day of auchan
balance duein 30 days. The property is being sold on an "AS IS, WHERE 15" basis, and no warranty or representation, either express or implied, conceming
the property is made by the Seller or Auction Company. Each potential bidder is responsible for conducting his or her own independent inspections
investigations, inquires, and due diligence concerning the property. The property will be sold by the deed. Make Inspections Prior To Date Of Sale.

HARRIS s warereonr (%, MICHAEL HARRIS

Real Estate & Auetion

Phone: 270-247-3253 Toll Free: 800-380-4318

COMPANY
61 COLEMAN ROAD, MARION, KY

(CORNER OF COLEMAN ROAD AND U.S. 64D

DRIVELWAY CRALEL
LANDSCAPE ROCH

We Haul Sand and Rock for:

Driveway Construction & Landscaping
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FOR PICK-UP AND
DELIVERY TIMES, CALL
BRENNAN CRUCE @

compost  (270) 704-5296

PRINCIPAL EROKER
PRINCIPAL AUCTIONEER
KL# 252972 | KY BROKER# 198374

harrisauctions.com

Serving Individuals and Contractors

Since 1985

Evan Cruce

(270) 704-9838 .~

Gary Cruce
(270) 836-9936




a4

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, September 10, 2026

School leaders approve esports

BY DAVID R. DRENNAN
FOR THE CRITTENDEN PRESS

Crittenden County Board of Ed-
ucation met in a special-called
meeting last Thursday and
among its actions, the board re-
vised the salary schedule for the
lead mechanic position, which is
currently unfilled. Superintend-
ent Tonya Driver said there was a
certified candidate, but the dis-
trict was “trying to meet him in
the middle” concerning his salary.
She added, “If we do this, he’ll
start on Sept. 15.” The board
passed the amendment without
opposition.

The board also approved estab-
lishing esports, or competitive
video gaming, as a club and revis-
ing the extracurricular service
supplements to give the newly es-
tablished club $1,200. Board
member Bill Asbridge and Driver
concurred that starting as a club
to gauge interest was a good plan.

Also approved was the addition
of a $3,600 yearly stipend for the
career and technical education
coordinator at the high school.
Driver called the responsibilities
of the coordinator “a huge under-
taking.”

The coordinator role is cur-
rently held by Principal Josh
Cook. The board questioned
whether Cook had time to com-
plete the requirements, and
Driver confirmed that he had
done the job since July.

Not addressed by the board
were requests from its previous
meeting by CCHS bookkeeper
Bree Brown for a stipend, and
changes to financial plans for vol-
leyball and cheerleading.

The board tabled a motion to
consider an agreement with the
Community Foundation of West
Kentucky concerning the admin-
istration of the Vince Clark
Rocket Foundation Endowment.
Chairman Chris Cook noted that
he expected an agreement at the
regular session later this month
and considered the Community
Foundation “a specialized team”
that could help the district navi-
gate how to care for these funds.
This money is specifically ear-
marked for high school students
taking college classes and earning
industry certifications, as well as
for scholarships. Board members
also discussed potential ways to
encourage new investors.

After new legislation changed
the way school districts commu-
nicate about finances, Driver

CRITTENDEN COUNTY

noted that the September board
meeting date would need to be
changed. The meeting is now
Sept. 28. This gives board mem-
bers the required two weeks to
look at the working budget. They
are expected to receive that infor-
mation Sept. 14. Chairman Chris
Cook stated that he was looking
for trend data from last year’s
budget, and Director of Finance
Diane Winters concurred. She is
also now giving the board
monthly financial trends.

The board spent considerable
time discussing data from the be-
ginning-of-school survey that was
sent through ParentSquare. The
survey yielded overall positive re-
sults, especially concerning the
later start to the school year. Of
more than 200 respondents,
56.1% said they liked the later
start time. In the comment sec-
tion of the survey, respondents
noted that vacations, summer ac-
tivities, weather and personal
preference were the main rea-
sons. Driver didn’t read the five
pages of comments aloud but told
the board, “I read every single
comment.”

Board members Tim Grau,
Ryan McDaniel and Asbridge also
discussed their perspectives on
serving on the district’s calendar
committee, the multi-member
stakeholder group that decides
the school calendar. Driver added
that she purposefully does not at-
tend calendar committee meet-
ings so as to “not push what she
wants or doesn’t want.”

The lone community member in
attendance was Ric Carder. He
addressed the board about the
late start to the school year at the
August meeting and again at the
special-called meeting. Carder
said “his heart hurt” that so few
people from the community re-
sponded to the survey. He was
grateful to know the “why.” Driver
was undeterred by the small
number of survey responses, not-
ing that 200 respondents were far
more than anticipated. Chairman
Cook liked the targeted surveys,
and there was discussion of how
short surveys in the future could
encourage more community par-
ticipation.

The board also heard from
Driver about the district’s plans
with Studer Education Consult-
ants. The district currently has a

two-year contract with Studer
and will focus on achievement,
staff rounding, a staff perform-
ance curve plan and an engage-
ment survey. After a lengthy
discussion by Cook and other
board members, the engagement
survey was changed from stu-
dents to staff. “Given what we
have heard from the community
and staff, this needs to be our
focus for a while,” Cook said of
the change in the survey audi-
ence.

Driver presented “unplanned
expenses” to the board, including
the cost of drug testing, pressure
washing and sprinkler repairs
made in August. These “un-
planned expense” reports will be
presented to the board every
month. Driver also reported a
small enrollment increase. She
also included a report of her visits
to various schools since classes
resumed. This was a particular
objective the board had asked
Driver to meet. The superintend-
ent reported that she had been in
nine classrooms, taken on morn-
ing and afternoon supervision du-
ties and visited bus drivers since
the last meeting.

A brief conversation concerned
district administrators substitut-
ing in classrooms. After a prompt
from a former teacher, board
members approached the idea
with cautious optimism, dis-
cussing what that would look like
in Crittenden County Schools.

“It’s not a bad idea, and would
save a ton of money,” Asbridge
stated. Driver stated that because
there were only five certified
teachers in the central office, it
might save only $1,000 if they
each substituted twice. Everyone
agreed that larger school districts
have more opportunities to make
such an initiative work.

Grau suggested that instead of
substituting, Driver and district
leaders could help in classrooms
in an effort to strengthen relation-

ships.
Financial officer Diane Winters
added that the substituting

arrangement might put a strain
on the central office, particularly
with answering the phone and the
door. Board member Eric Larue
said that the central office likely
gets more than 200 calls a day,
and Winters thought that was a
reasonable estimate.

Livingston Hospital will
host ‘time capsule’
type beam signing

Livingston Hospital is inviting
the public to sign a structural
beam that will become part of its
new facility.

Hospital staff, board mem-
bers, medical staff and commu-
nity members placed the first
signatures on the beam Wednes-
day during a ceremony marking
a milestone in the hospital’s $78
million expansion project.

The public may sign the beam
during regular business hours
through noon Monday, Sept. 14,
at the Livingston Hospital Foun-
dation Community Center, 729
Main St. in Salem.

Carlson out of city race

Marion City Council candidate
Jayden K. Carlson has withdrawn
from the race, leaving seven
candidates vying for the six
seats on the city's legislative
body. Carlson has moved out of
state.

However, Carlson's name will
still appear on the ballot for city
voters, since the Notice of Can-
didate Withdrawal was filed after
the Aug. 24 certification dead-
line. However, a notice will be
conspicuously displayed during
polling to advise voters of the
withdrawal and that any votes
cast for the withdrawn candidate
will not be tabulated or
recorded. All city voters who cast
a ballot in person will vote at the
County Office Complex both for
Early Voting (Oct. 29-31) and on
Election Day (Nov. 3).

Scholarship to honor
Coyle s raising money

A fundraising campaign hon-
oring the late Crittenden County
sheriff’s deputy Rick Coyle has
surpassed its initial goal of
$1,000.

Money raised through the
Deputy Rick Coyle Legacy Award
Fund will provide a scholarship
to a Crittenden County High
School senior planning to attend

a two- or four-year college,
trade school or technical training
program.

Organizers said donations
continue to arrive, and the
fundraiser will remain open as
additional fundraising opportu-
nities are planned. The scholar-
ship was established to preserve
Coyle’s legacy while helping a
local student pursue education
and career opportunities after
high school.

Withrow meets terms
of deferred sentencing,
case is now dismissed

A misdemeanor false-report-
ing case against Kent Withrow,
who recently filed as a candidate
for Crittenden County judge-ex-
ecutive, has been dismissed.

Special prosecutor Lee Riddle
said Withrow met all conditions
of a plea agreement entered
Sept. 3, 2025, and the court dis-
missed the case Wednesday
under the terms of that original
agreement.

Withrow entered an Alford
plea last year to falsely reporting
an incident to law enforcement.
An Alford plea allows a defen-
dant to maintain innocence while
acknowledging that prosecutors
have sufficient evidence to ob-
tain a conviction. A guilty verdict
was entered by the court.

Special District Judge Brandon
Knoth of Eddyville presided over
the case, with Riddle, of Madis-
onville, representing the Com-
monwealth as a special
prosecutor. Withrow appeared in
court Sept. 2 with his attorney
when the case was formally dis-
missed.

Kentucky State Police charged
Withrow in March 2025 after in-
vestigating his claim that Crit-
tenden County Attorney Bart
Frazer grabbed him by the neck
during an encounter at the Crit-

tenden County Office Complex in
December 2024.

At the same time last year,
Withrow also faced charges of
criminal coercion, harassing
communications and harassment
without physical contact involv-
ing another man and woman.
Court records show that prose-
cution of those charges was de-
ferred for two years as part of
the September 2025 agreement.
A June 30, 2027 review date has
been set by the court on those
three charges.

Withrow has used the social
media identity “Jebediah Yoder”
to criticize local officials, gov-
ernment and other individuals.
He publicly connected himself to
that identity when the account
announced that Kent Withrow,
“Jeb Yoder,” had filed as a write-
in candidate.

KY 654 has reopened

KY 654 in Crittenden County
reopened Wednesday morning
following replacement of the
bridge over Mattoon Creek.

The road had been closed
since early June at mile point
4.18, southeast of U.S. 60 at
Mattoon. Motorists should use
caution because the new bridge
deck and approaches remain
compacted gravel. Paving will be
scheduled later and will require
another temporary closure.

Collins named to 4-H board

Stuart Collins of Crittenden
County has been elected to the
Kentucky 4-H Foundation Board
of Directors, representing west-
ern Kentucky. Collins was
elected during the foundation’s
annual business meeting Aug.
21 at the Kentucky State Fair. His
involvement with 4-H began as a
youth, when he served as Ken-
tucky 4-H state treasurer in
1984. He has remained active in
4-H and Cooperative Extension,
serving on the local 4-H Council
and Extension District Board. His
two children also participated in
4-H, and a grandchild is ap-
proaching Cloverbud age. Ken-
tucky 4-H Foundation raises
money for programs, scholar-
ships, leadership and more.
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The water feature centerpiece of the Imogene Stout Market on
Main was installed and tested. The two-ring water fountain shoots
water high above the 650-gallon pool that adorns the new farmers
and outdoor market. Pictured are Marion Tourism Commissioner
Darrick Myers (back) and Joe Firth of Water Feature Pros in
Louisville. The water feature was recently damaged by vandalism
and has not been working. Repairs are not expected to be com-
pleted before winter.

September 11, 1976

B The Women’s Club of Marion celebrated its 56th an-
niversary with a luncheon and state officers were on hand
to help celebrate the beginning of a new club year. Pic-
tured were Mrs. A.C. LaFollett, First District Governor, and
Mrs. James W. Davis, President of the Kentucky Federa-
tion of Women'’s Clubs. Pictured in The Press were Mrs.
Chyron Wallen, Aide to the President, Miss Nelda Phillips,
club Vice-President, and Mrs. Ralph Moore, club Presi-
dent.

B The Crittenden County football coaching staff named
senior Van Hunt as the player of the week following the
13-6 victory over Webster County. Hunt, who doubled as a
halfback on offense and a linebacker on defense, turned in
an outstanding game going both ways against the Trojans.
H The father-son duo of Willard Stone and Danny Stone
captured the Labor Day two-man scramble tournament
played at the Marion Country Club. The Stones were
awarded the first place honors after edging out Buck
Travis and Sam Smith in the tie breaking process. A total
of 20 teams were entered in the one-day event.

September 6, 2001

B James “Dude” Ford had no idea what he’d end up with
when he planted his tomato plant early in the summer. But
what he would up with was a 10-foot, 9-inch plant that
reached above the roof of his home on Fords Ferry Road.
He and his wife ate many tomatoes off the vine, the only
problem being it took a ladder to reach some of them.

M Crittenden County High School honored seniors Natalie
Fletcher and Corey Long for perfect attendance. Fletcher
enjoys four-wheeler riding, shopping, and hanging out with
friends. Long enjoys playing basketball, cheerleading, and
collecting telephones.

September 8, 2016

B Crittenden County Farm Bureau recently made a mone-
tary donation to the Backpack Program in Crittenden
County, which provides microwavable foods, granola bars
and meals handled easily by children on the weekend. Ac-
cepting the donation from Farm Bureau president Stephen
Hill was Holly White, FRYSC coordinator for Crittenden
County Schools.

H The two-ring water fountain centerpiece at the Imogene
Stout Market on Main was installed and tested. LED lights
at the local fountain will be able to shine a range of
256,000 colors on the water.

B CCES recognized six students — one from each grade
level and six staff members, for random acts of kindness
and general compassion toward others. The assembly
honored staff members Jerry McDonald, Suzanne Brown,
Laura Poindexter, Tiffany Deboe, Johnna Fitch, Barbara
Hunt and Savannah Jenkins. Students honored were
Sarah Grau, Grace Vinson, Gohan Butts, Abigail Martin,
Braelynn Pate and Caden Deboe.
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Faith, character, and the work of being human

The greatness of Amer-
ica is her people. It rests
in those who worked un-
der awful conditions to
leave the place better than
they found it
for their chil-
dren. It rests in
those who lived
through wars,
depressions, re-
cessions, pan-
demics, and so-
cial unrest and
just kept going
to work and to
church or syn-
agogue. Not
politically apa-

who would feed their hun-
gry neighbor and still pre-
serve their dignity. They
did not need to be told or
taxed to do the right thing
— they just did
it. This may
sound senti-
mental, and it
is. However, it
is based on who
we aspire to be

as a nation.
It is good to
©  remember the

things that we
are all for. The
trend in the
past few de-

thetic, just too NIESTRATH cades has been
busy  making fajth-based columnist for political op-
ends meet and ponents to take
minding  their  Fajth, History, a line, an event,
own business  and Public Life or a change
to interfere with L 11 ViEW (sOme
issues three would call that

states away.

These are people that, if
an immigrant ended up on
their doorstep, they would
provide as they could for
them. These are people

learning) out of
context, and exaggerate it.
Then say, “You don’t want
to vote for that, do you!”
This has delivered us to a
place of being just as likely

to vote against something
as for something. What
an awful position to be
in. When it happens to us
personally, we can, with
effort, see the path that got
us there. It is a little hard-
er with 350,000,000 or so
people, but it has much to
do with whom most of us
decide to listen to.

Here is a thought. Rath-
er than taking our cues
from those who do and
say things to be heard,
let’s take them from those
who are doing and saying
things to make the world
better. What is amazing
about that second group
of people is that what they
do and say resonates with
who we aspire to be. We
are drawn to them, not
by party or denomination,
but by their humanity in-
formed by faith. They can
be themselves and the rest
of us cheer them on and
support them. These are
folks that would be writing
or making music wheth-

er they were paid for it or
not. They do it because it
is who they are and what
they were called to do.

We lost two such peo-
ple recently. They are so
firmly attached to their
heritage and the land
that it is impossible to
encounter them without
knowing where they come
from. They are rooted deep
in the soil, firmly plant-
ed, and yet expansive in
reach. They were both am-
bitious and brilliant, but it
was aligned with who they
were. Too many of us to-
day listen to people who
have sold their soul for in-
fluence and a paycheck.

I am no expert on either
Wendell Berry or Dolly
Parton. I have read Wen-
dell Berry. I listened to
and watched Dolly’s mu-
sic and movies. However, I
will leave it to others who
know them better than I
to comment and analyze.
What I believe to be true
about both is that they did

Don’t lose sight of God’s goodness

Question: I've had a
severe case of pneumonia
that has slowed me down.
My job at the plant has
been terminated, Al and
automated robots have
taken my job. My wife
fusses because | lay round
the house depressed. My
faith in God is waning.
What can | do to get back
on track?

Answer: In hard times,
it is especially important to
stop and remember bless-
ings in the past. Make a
list of events in your life
when you felt certain God
was at work. Then apply
some lessons learned to

By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

your present situation. We
should never lose sight of
God’s goodness and faith-
fulness.

Choose a Bible verse
that helps you remember.
One that is encourages
me is God’s promise to
Joshua as he was tasking
him to lead the Israelites
into battles with the pa-
gans possessing the land

that would be theirs. God
promised him, “I will be
with you, just as | was with
Moses. | will not leave you
or abandon you” (Josh.
1:5). Read it each day for
a week and commit it to
memory for daily encour-
agement.

After the Israelites
crossed the Jordon River
at flood stage, they took

large stones from the bot-
tom of the river to make a
memorial to help them re-
member God’s provision
for them. He told them,
“This is so that all the peo-
ple of the earth may know
that the LORD’S hand is
strong, and so that you
may always fear the LORD
your God”™ (Josh. 4:24).
God is faithful and He is
strong. He is fully able to
meet your needs if you'll
turn to Him for help. Never
lose sight of His goodness
and faithfulness.

Send your questions to:
bob@bobhardison.com

Livestock producers invited to grazing school

The University of Ken-
tucky Research and
Education Center in
Princeton will host the
Kentucky Intermediate
Grazing School Sept. 23-
24.

and hands-on demon-

strations for livestock
producers. Topics will
include electric fenc-

ing, portable water and
shade systems, assess-
ing forage availability,

The school will begin
at 8 a.m. Sept. 23 and
conclude at 5 p.m. Sept.
24 at the Grain and For-
age Center of Excellence,
348 University Drive.

Registration costs $60

are responsible for lodg-
ing. Registration is avail-
able online through the
Kentucky Master Grazer
Educational Program or
by contacting Katy Trim-
ble at 270-625-5366 or

not compromise who they
were to gain attention —
and that is the reason that
we love them so much.

They both had political
views — perhaps Berry’s
was a little more obvi-
ous — but politics was not
their identity. Their poli-
tics were not party-driven.
They were character and
conscience driven. Their
actions were based on tak-
ing care of creation and
taking care of each other.
It is hard to argue with ei-
ther of those things. They
kept the main things, the
main things. It was seen in
their craft and their lives.

I wonder what the world
would look like if we un-
derstood that it is people
like Wendell and Dolly
who are truly our leaders.
I wonder what the world
would look like if we un-
derstood (or maybe re-
membered) that those who
are our elected servants
are there to manage our
resources for the benefit

of all. True leaders do not
pander toward populism.
They set a course, explain
themselves, and lead.

History has shown that
populist leaders (of any
stripe) have feet of clay
and their collapse is sud-
den and often catastroph-
ic. I believe that we will get
through this — we have be-
fore. 1 believe that we will
turn to all those people
who are more like Wendell
and Dolly, eventually. In
the meantime, Rochester,
New York will look out over
“Lake America” and the
people in little Pink Hous-
es will vacation at the Gulf
of America. God give us
wisdom, forgiveness, and
mercy.

Sean is always interest-
ed in feedback and conver-
sation. He can be reached
at sean.niestrath@outlook.
com. He publishes a daily
devotional via Substack at
seanniestrath.substack.
com.

Organ donation encouraged

More than two decades
after an organ donation
saved her life, Kentucky
native Brooklyn Dotson
will marry the brother of
the boy whose donated liv-
er made her survival pos-
sible.

Dotson was a toddler
in 2003 when a rare liver
condition left her with only
days to live. After 10-year-
old Michael Waters of Ohio
died in an accident, his
family honored his wish to
become an organ donor.

The families later con-
nected and remained
close. As they grew old-

er, Dotson and Michael’s
brother, Noah Waters, de-
veloped a friendship that
eventually became a ro-
mance. They plan to mar-
ry Sept. 26 in Kentucky.

“Brooklyn’s story is an
extraordinary example of
the lasting impact one per-
son’s decision can have,”
Crittenden Circuit Court
Clerk Melissa Guill said.

More than 1,000 Ken-
tucky children and adults
are awaiting lifesaving
transplants. Information
about organ, tissue and
eye donation is available
at DonateLifeKY.org.

Religious Outreach

W A blessing box contain-
ing non-perishable food and
household goods is located
on the Bellville Street en-
trance of Marion United Meth-
odist Church.

m Old Salem Baptist
Church has a Blessing Box
located next to the church at

for others to enjoy.

B First Baptist Church
of Fredonia food pantry is
open from 4-5:30 p.m., third
Wednesday of each month in
Coleman Hall of the church.

B Cave Springs Baptist
Church between Lola and Joy
in Livingston County offers

The two-day program plant identification, tall and includes lunches, katy.trimble@uky.edu. 117 Old Salem Church Rd. food 24 hours a day, 7 days
will combine classroom fescue management and snacks and educational Everyone is welcome to take  week at its outdoor Blessing
instruction, farm tours frost-seeding clover. materials. Participants items or place them inthe box  Box in front of the church.

Visit one of our area | Yo General Baftist Glunch
. 341 West Bellville St., Marion,KY  p.ct0- gro.
churches for worship | sudayschool 10am. Wesley Lynn
" b b o é Worship Service 11 a.m. W
y Evening Service 6 p.m. omodiit
WLLh us this wee and fellowship et . A

Speaker: Greg Rushing

PINEY FORK]

EMMAUS BAPTIST CHURCH Freedom General Baptist Church e

87 Freedom Church Rd., Marion

fim s Church Rd., Sale & :
vt | WGy 1 o L LD Femmonn
b clps, A T a4 b =
e err—— \ 270 m.;-g_nm . Swiv g CHURCHTIMES: pnssm"rmm am&; ::‘m — .
i 4l 1-"ﬁ emmausbaptisisalem@outook.com o= Sunday School 10am.  Sunday Evening 6 p.m, Y CHURCH
s Follow us on Facebook II Sunday Worship 11a.m.  Wed. Bible Study 6 p.m. w@lm'?’ W’yﬁm’dwwb“’m Ky. 506 IMEII'IOH Ky

Marion Baptist Chureh 7.

College & Depot streets, Marion e (270) 965-5232 o
Pastor: Bro. Aaron Brown » Children's & Youth Pastor: Bro, Shawn Holeman

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES: 9 a.m. & 11 a.m., ONLINE 11 a.m., SUNDAY SCHOOL 1 [ﬁam
WEDNESDAY: BIBLE STUDY/PRAYER 6 p.m., AWMA FOR CH[LDHEN &YOUTH GROUPS 6 p.m.
CHOIR PRACTICE: 6:45 p.m., PRAISE TEAM: 7:30 p.m.

St. William
Catholic Church

Sunday Mass 11 am, 8605 Mainat
Father Jojy Joseph 270) Marion

ove

- g Cumberland Presbyterian

585 Sugar Grove Church Rd.,, Marion, Ky.

SunSc.hool:1Da.m.|Sun.Worsh.ip:11am‘&6pm‘m' Fe
Wed. Bible Study: 7 p.m. S RE s MR

Mexico Baptist Church- (550 | Crooked Creek Baptist Church Marion Methodist Churc) _ B

Ken Cummins, Interim Pastor
Mike Crabtree, Minister of Music

261 Crooked Creek Church Rd., We love intensely, believe deeply,

Sunday Worship Services: 10 a.m., 7 p.m. P.0. Box 442, Marion, Ky. « (270) 704-0914 and pray zealously

Sunday Bible Study: 9 a.m. Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Discipleship Training: 6 p.m. Pastor, Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. & SUN: Sun. School 9:30 am.

Wednesday Worship Service: 7 p.m. Hank Cayce  “Come and Worship with Us” Worship 10:45 p.m. South College St

DEER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday Bible Study: 10 a.m. 'Wm ﬁ g-ﬂé&fn

Sunday Worship: 1| a.m. & 6 p.m. Bro. Jamie Baker
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Approx. 5 miles from the intersecuion of Hwy. 60 & Hwy. 297

Phone: (270) 965-2220

Emmanuel Baptist Church

108 Hillcrest Dr., Marion | (270) 965-4623

(é)'((yﬂe %(‘)”/ﬁ((’f”yy %A((:V(‘A = u tFaHCCé) Comrnumty ChUFCh
z c o | | Bro. Butch Gray, Missionary Discipler
o | Worship service: 11 am.

Children’s Church| rrg*e 3 65 H;J 11am.
“The little church with a big heart”

Crayne Cemetery Road, Crayne, Ky.
Bro. James Driver, Interim Pastor
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

=

FIRST CUMBERLAND
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 224 W, Bellville St., Marion, Ky.
o Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Sunday School 9:45 a.m. -4 Sun. School, 10 am. « Worship, 11 am
Wednesday Adult Bible Study; Children and Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. - Sun. Evening services, 6 p.m.
Captured by a vision...  Youth Activitics: 6 p.m. David LeNeave, Pastor lll Wed. Evening services, 7 p.m.

«»& 9.-1941.:

ﬁ..,;—- - &N

2 Peter 3:18
PLEASANT GROVE
General Baptist Church

* Located on Ky. 723, 4 miles north of Salem
Sunday School 10 a.m. | Sunday Worship 11 a.m., 6 p.m. | Wed. 7 p.m.

Marion Church of God
334 Fords Ferry Road, Marion, Ky.
Morning Service 11 a.m.

Unity General Baptist Church
4691 Mott City Rd. » Marion, Ky.

Bro. Chris Collins, Pastor
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 am.

Tolu Methodist Church

Pastor: David Brown

We invite you to be our guest
Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Barnett Chapel General Baptist

Barnett Chapel Rd., Marion, Ky.

Marion Church of Christ

Sunday School: 10 a.m. 546 West Elm Street

= Barnett Chapel... . . ; (270) 965-9450
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. where everyone Sun.'Evenlng-; BRm. We_d‘ Evening 8 p'm" Sunday Worship 10:30 o.m.
Sunday Night Service: 6 p.m. s welcome. “Where salvation makes you a member.” - The end of your search for a friendly church -
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The evolution of family photographs

Do you have any old
family photographs
where a regular picture
has been glued or mount-
ed on a heavy piece of
cardboard? Sometimes
difficult to handle if you
just wanted the picture
to use and not the board
it was attached to. These
were usually 8x10 in
size. The smaller ones
were known as Cartes
de visites. Usually a post
card. These were popular
during the 1850s to early
1900s.

Cabinet Cards

Doing some research
I found these such pho-
tographs were known as
“cabinet cards.” Cabinet
cards were popular in
the late 1880s to early

Before you recoil in
horror, understand this:
taking photographs of the
recently deceased wasn’t
some Victorian horror
show. It was an act of
love. Between 1839 and
the 1930s, commission-
ing a post-mortem por-
trait was a normal part of
American and European
culture. Photographers
openly advertised the ser-
vice. Families displayed
these images in their
homes.

And here’s the part
thatll make you pause:
for many families, es-
pecially those who lost
children, this wasn’t
just a photograph. It
was the only photograph.
The last chance to prove
that small life existed

1920s, and are at all. This
easy to recog- wasn’t mor-
nize because bid. This was

they are mount-
ed on cardstock,
sometimes with
an imprint of the
photographer
and location just
below the pho-
to. The cabinet
card got its name

desperate love
meeting im-
possible grief,
with a camera
as the only
witness.

Death Lived

in Your Liv-

.f{or? iti1 .suitabi.I- Brenda glg Ro.otm1

ity for display in ospitals
erlors, espeZial- U“defden didn’t exist
ly in cabinets, CountyHistorian like they do
and also on side now. Death
tables and man- F orgotten happened at
tles, and they Passages home. Your
were very popu- paaaaaeeeeeee—— great-great-
lar for family por- grandmother

traits.
Postcard size

The smaller postcard
size was known as Cartes
de visite, and was French
for visiting card, these
were popular for the
smaller picture cards.
They were used for many
purposes, including
identification cards for
soldiers, trade cards for
businesses and also as
family photos.

These old photos were
treasured and many were
placed in elaborate pho-
to albums made espe-
cially for this size photo
card. The sad thing about
these old albums is that
even those the pictures
were treasured, no one
took the time to identify
the people and over time,
as no one knew who they
were, they were discard-
ed.

Post-mortem
Photographs

Somewhere in your
family’s old photo collec-
tion, there might be one
that feels... off.

The person is ly-
ing down. Eyes closed.
Hands folded. Everyone
around them looks stiff,
formal.

You might be looking
at a post-mortem photo-
graph.

didn’t call 911
when someone got sick.
She nursed them in the
bedroom, watched them
decline, and when they
passed, she prepared the
body. Not a stranger in
scrubs. — Her.

Families weren’t just
acquainted with death—
they were on a first-name
basis. So when a child
died (and they often did),
there was no photo al-
bum to flip through. No
birthday party pictures.
No school portraits. Noth-
ing. Just memories that
would fade faster than
anyone wanted to admit.

The Camera Was a

Miracle Machine

When Louis Daguerre
unveiled the daguerreo-
type in 1839, he acciden-
tally democratized grief.

Before = photography,
only wealthy families
could afford painted por-
traits. A memorial paint-
ing cost what a work-
ing-class family made in
months. The rich got to
remember. Everyone else
just... forgot.

Then suddenly, for a
few dollars—later, just 25
cents—you could “secure
the shadow ere the sub-
stance fade.” That phrase
wasn’t poetic marketing.
It was literal. The photo-
graph was the shadow,

CRITTENDEN COUNTY
HIGH SCHOOL

CLASS OF 1963
C%W
SATURDAY, OCT. 17

2 P.M.

at the Majestic House
Princeton, KY

[ntroduce Yourself

to Hundreds of Customers

with business cards, signs or banners
and other promotlonal products

This is a cablnet photograph of the Barnes family that
lived in the house where Rebecca Johnson’s law office

is now located.

the only proof of exis-

tence you’d have left.

They Weren’t Trying to
Creep You Out

The most com-
mon pose? “The Last
Sleep.”Children  tucked
into bed, looking peace-
ful. Adults arranged on
sofas as if napping. This
wasn’t denial—it was the-
ology.

Victorians believed in
the “Good Death.” Death
wasn’t an ending; it was a
peaceful transition. A rest
stop before heaven. These
photographs were visu-
al proof of that doctrine.
See? Great-Aunt Martha
is just sleeping. She’ll
wake up in paradise.

For parents losing
children at catastroph-
ic rates, this wasn’t just
comforting—it was nec-
essary.

Some photographers
went further. They’d pose
the deceased sitting up,
eyes propped open, or
paint pupils onto closed
eyelids. Add a rosy tint
to gray cheeks. Surround
them with toys or sib-
lings.

Creating the illusion
of life was the photogra-
pher’s art. And families
paid extra for it.

It Was a Booming
Business

Photographers adver-
tised this service open-
ly. No hushed tones, no
back-alley shame.

“Post-mortem pho-
tography—Amazing Re-
sults!” read the ads.

Studios competed for
the work. Some built en-
tire businesses around it.
The photographer would
rush to your home “with-
in an hour” of death, be-

# Asters

¢ Tri-Colors

and Planters 1}4

184 Rooster Lane, ‘:‘
Manon K‘r = i

Poatanceism phatageaph of Jamay Mardey Tiave.

This is a post-mor-
tem photograph of my
great-great-grandfather,
James Harvey Travis. He
was 92 years old.

cause timing mattered.
This was before embalm-
ing became standard.
You had a window.

And it cost more than
a regular portrait, be-
cause you couldn’t come
to the studio. The photog-
rapher came to you, lug-
ging equipment, setting
up lights, posing your
loved one like they were
simply asleep.

By the 1870s, when

tintype photos cost a
nickel, the practice be-
came accessible to work-
ing-class families. Which
is exactly when it hit its
peak popularity.

CONTRACTING

Professional
Service You
Can Count On

Cell
(270) 704-6120
615 E. Depot St., Marion

CRITTENDEN CO. VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT
HOSTS THE

4TH ANNUAL ZACH LATHAM MEMORIAL

4-PERSON S‘GRAI\!I BLE

TT ENDE
. FIRE DEpy

Marion Country Club

Sat, Sept. 26, 2026 @ 9:00 am

INCLUDES one mulligan and skirt p.p.,
and lunch

Team and Hole sponsor: $380
Team without Hole Sponsor: 5280

.
.'\

Cash prizes, Long drive prize,
Closest to the hole prizes
on all par 3s!

Three things killed
post-mortem photog-
raphy. First: hospitals.

Death moved out of the
home and into institu-
tions. Strangers—doc-
tors, nurses, morti-
cians—took over. The
intimacy vanished.

Second: the Kodak
Brownie camera (1900).
For one dollar, families
could take snapshots
whenever they wanted.
The “last chance” emer-
gency was solved. Kids
now had dozens of pho-
tos. No need to photo-
graph them dead.

Third: shame. By the
mid-20th century, we’d
made death taboo. Those
once-treasured portraits
became  embarrassing.
Families ripped them out
of albums, threw them
away, or hid them in attic
boxes. Which is probably
why these images feel so
strange to us now—we've
lost the cultural context
that made them mean-
ingful.

How to Spot One in

Your Family Photos

Not all post-mortem
photos are obvious. But
once you know what to
look for, you can’t unsee
it.

The deceased
is too sharp. Living peo-
ple in 19th-century pho-
tos often have slight
blur from breathing or
micro-movements. The
dead? Crystal clear.

Awkward poses.
Propped on chairs at un-
natural angles. Lying in
bed while everyone stands
around them. Symbolic
clues. A downward-point-
ing rose meant a life cut
short. Morning glories
(which bloom and die in
one day) symbolized brev-
ity. A watch might show
the exact time of death.

These weren’t just
photos. They were coded
obituaries.

The Circle Closes

Because here’s the
truth those Victorians
understood that we've
tried to forget: when
someone you love dies,
you’ll do anything to hold
onto them. A photograph
isn’t morbid. It’s proof
they existed. It’s a shad-
ow you can keep when
the substance is gone.

Your ancestors weren’t
strange for taking these
photos. They were hu-
man. Unbearably, ach-
ingly human. And that
photo you found in the
family album? It’s not
creepy. It’s love, frozen in
silver and grief, refusing
to let go..

(Brenda Underdown is
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and
a member of Crittenden
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local
history can be found at
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE

Two Companies.

One Mission.
Buy Land. Build a Legacy.

M
Whitetail Properties, The MW Land Team teams up with our
independently owned sister company, Superior Whitetail Habitats, to

turn raw acres into thriving ground — food plots, timber, and wildlife
habitat built to last for generations.

~

Buy Land. Build a Legacy.

The Cnttenden Press

Call or Text Today!

or email
(270) 965.3191 | 9 information@the-press.com

REGISTER NOW!

R, Chris Cooksey 270-704-1116
&, Scott Hurley 254-247-9222

@ Payments can be made
at the pro shop

CURRENT KENTUCKY LISTINGS

NEW! Crittenden County, KY — 34 Acres - $135,000.00

Timbered hunting tract with Mill Creek frontage, excellent deer
habitat, mature hardwoods, and secluded access in Crittenden County,
Kentucky.

NEW! Livingston County, KY — 91.75 Acres - $455,000.00
Diverse hunting tract with open ground, build site, creek, and excellent
deer and turkey habitat near the Cumberland River in Livingston County.

REDUCED! Crittenden County, KY - 0.31 Acre - $273,000.00

Brick 3-bedroom, 2-bath home in Marion, Kentucky with attached 2-car
garage, formal living and dining rooms, kitchen island, utility room, and
large detached shop. Utilities onsite.

REDUCED! Crittenden County, KY — 5.10 Acres - $274,900.00
This 3BR/2BA country home with finished basement, shop, timber, open
ground, and hunting sits on 5.10+/- acres.

REDUCED! Crittenden County, KY — 16.41 Acres - $319,000.00

This 16.41+/- acres near Marion features a 3 bed/2 bath, 1,760 sq. ft.
home with new metal roof, open concept, stainless steel appliances,
partial covered deck, 3-car garage, two ponds, and pasture and woods
mix.

REDUCED! Crittenden County, KY — 20.50 Acres - $97,375.00

This 20.5+/- acre tract in Crittenden County, Kentucky offers diverse
timber, food plot potential, established trails, and excellent deer and
turkey hunting habitat with build site opportunities.

REDUCED! Crittenden County, KY — 30.91 Acres - $146,822.50

This 30.91+/- acres in Crittenden County, Kentucky offers prime deer
and turkey hunting with food plot potential, diverse timber, trail system,
and build site opportunities.

Crittenden County, KY — 70 Acres - $244,900.00

Located less than a mile from the Ohio River, this exceptional hunting
property offers a diverse blend of habitat types, making it ideal for deer,
turkey, and waterfow! hunting.

Crittenden County, KY — 135.85 Acres - $750,000.00

This 135.85+ acre hunting farm includes a mobile home, shop,
equipment shed, food plots, creek frontage, and quality deer and turkey
habitat in Crittenden County.

Livingston County, KY — 168.0144 - $850,000.00

This 168+/- acre tract features 120+/- acres of fillable ground with
strong soils, Tennessee River frontage, and a wooded portion with a
slough, supporting waterfowl, deer, and turkey hunting.

PENDING! Crittenden County, KY — 93.274 Acres

Hunting tract with a 4BR, 2BA cabin, food plots, box blinds, creek
frontage, and quality deer and turkey habitat in an area known for
mature whitetails.

PENDING! Crittenden County, KY — 1,600 Acres

With various landscapes, fantastic habitat variations, proven history,
and various improvements, this is your chance at a once in a lifetime
opportunity!

PENDING! Livingston County, KY — 53 Acres

Quiet country living with this updated 4BR home on 53 acres of
hardwood timber, brushy fields, and a small creek. The property adjoins
a 367-acre protected nature preserve for added privacy and views.

SOLD! Crittenden County, KY — 5 Acres

Well-kept Marion, Kentucky home on 5 acres featuring an unfinished
basement, 2-car garage, open layout, pool, covered deck, fireplace, and
beautiful country views.

5
SUPERIOR

Habitat & Land Management

WHITHTAIL PROFEETIES REAL LSTATE

The MW Land Team

Land Sales & Brokerage S
com

270-836-0819 « WhitetailProperties.com
Marion, KY
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for sale

on line of new street opened
by Mrs. Florence Yandell, etc.,

taxes for the year 2026 and
subsequent years. No written

SUSAN E. PARIS LOT AND
IN EAST LINE OF WALKER

not paid in full, the successful
bidder shall execute a bond at

ble, the property will be sold
subject to the statutory right of

Classified advertising works! ~Which is running north and  bids are allowed and any an-  STREET; the time of sale with sufficient  redemption.

Customers tell us they sell their ~ South; thence with said West  nouncements made atthesale  RUNNING ~ THENCE A surety to secure the unpaid The Master Commission-
items faster than they expect ~Depot Street a west course take precedence over printed NORTH COURSE WITHLINE  balance of the purchase price.  er does not warrant title. The
by listihg in The Crittenden 77 feet to a post; thence south  matter contained herein. To OF SAID WALKER The bond shall bear interest Master Commissioner only

Press! Call (270) 965-3191 to
post a classified ad.

services

Do you need a job done? Big
or small, give us a call: 270-
704-1888. Better Built Home

250 feet to T.J. Wring’s line;
thence east 77 feet to said
new street; thence north with
said new street 250 feet to the
beginning.

LESS AND EXCEPT, that cer-
tain lot or parcel of land con-
veyed to Marvin G. Hamilton

the extent applicable, the prop-
erty will be sold subject to the
statutory right of redemption.
The Master Commission-
er does not warrant title. The
Master Commissioner only
conveys pursuant to the Judg-
ment and Order of Sale. The

STREET 74 FEET MORE OR
LESS TO A STAKE; THENCE
S89E 110 FEET

TO A STAKE; THENCE A
SOUTH COURSE 74 FEET
MORE OR LESS TO
CORNER OF SAID PARIS;
THENCE N 89 W 110 FEET

at the rate of 6.5% from the
date of sale until paid. In the
event the successful bidder is
one of the parties, they shall
be allowed a credit against the
purchase price of their pro rata
interest and pay over to the
Master Commissioner the bal-

conveys pursuant to the Judg-
ment and Order of Sale. The
successful bidder has 10 days
after the sale to examine title
and file exceptions.

Dated this the 26th day of
August, 2026.
REBECCA J. JOHNSON

Solutions: Wood Decks, Pres-  and his wife, Lillian G. Ham-  successful bidder has 10 days  TO THE PLACE OF ance and any costs of sale ap- MASTER COMMISSIONER
sure washing, window wash- ilton, by James D. Carnahan after the sale to examine tite BEGINNING. portioned to their interestinthe 217  WEST  BELLVILLE
ing, Roofing, painting, tree et ux, by Deed dated April 24,  and file exceptions. BEING THE SAME PROPER-  property. The purchaser shall STREET
trimming/cutting, sealcoating, 1953 of record in Deed Book Dated this the 26th Day of TY CONVEYED BY DEED BY  be responsible for ad valorem  P.O. BOX 415
general maintenance jobs and 83, at Page 138, lying and be-  August, 2026. THE ESTATE OF SHEILA M. taxes for the year 2026 and MARION, KENTUCKY 42064
much more! If you need a job  ing on the West side of South REBECCAJ. JOHNSON  SIGLER BY AND THROUGH  subsequent years. No written  270-965-2222 (1t-37-c)
done, Give me a call 270-704-  Yandell Street in the town of MASTER CO-EXECUTORS ZENITH bids are allowed unless pro-
1888. Free estimates. (4t-40-p)  Marion, Crittenden County, COMMISSIONER CHARLES OSENBAUGH  vided for in the judgment and

. : Kentucky, fronting 60 feet on 217 WEST BELLVILLE AND NICHOLAS SIGLER, any announcements made
o aimice, deel buidinge  the West side of South Yandel STREET TO REILLY B. ANDREWS, A  at the sale take precedence
walis sidew,alks driveways, Street and running back 77 P.O.BOX 415 SINGLE PERSON, DATED over printed matter contained
room additions, "rock drive. feetand described as follows: MARION, KENTUCKY NOVEMBER 28, 2022 AND herein. To the extent applica-
ways, clean ditches. Call for BEGINNING at an iron pin 42064 RECORDED NOVEMBER
quote (270) 724-4672, Joe on the West side of South 270-965-2222 (2t-38-c) 30, 2022 IN BOOK 247 PAGE
Mattingly Concrete Construc- Yandell Street corner to F.O. COMMONWEALTH OF 46 IN THE OFFICE OF THE \
tion, (12444.0) Belmear and being his North KENTUGKY CLERK OF CRITTENDEN ) Wead E%

East corner; thence West with CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT COUNTY, KENTUCKY. '/
notice Belmear’s line 77 feetto aniron COURT ALL REFERENCES HERE-
pin corner to John H. Williams; CASE NO. 24-Cl-00121 IN TO THE CRITTENDEN LI TI N

Donations for the upkeep of  thence North with Wiliams 60 o ANET HOME LENDING COUNTY COURT CLERK'S N\
Old Mt. Zion Cemetery may be  feet to an iron pin; thence East LLC ’ OFFICE. \
sent to: Old Mt. Zion Cemetery  or nearly so with an agreed line PLAINTIFF THE DESCRIPTION OF \»
may be sent to: Old Mt. Zion this day established between v THE PROPERTY CON-
Cemetery, % Colleen Harbour,  first and second parties, 77 REILLY B ANDREWS VEYED HEREIN WAS PRO-
246 Cotton Patch Rd., Mari- feet to an iron pin on the West CRITTENDEN COUNTYAND  V/DED TO THE DRAFTSMAN
on,KY 42064 (1t-p) side of Yandell Street; thence CITY OF MARION BY THE PLAINTIFF AND THE
Advertse your job opening, " 2 lSoutt;err]ddirectiogo\;vith KENTUCKY 823‘?@%& ) DA%ECSUR§8$ 2 BR, 1 bath - 118 E Elm St - $84,900
event, items for sale, auction estline of said street, 60 feet DEFENDANTS - =
efc. in this newspaper plus 83 to the point of beginning. NOTICE OF SALE OF THE SAME NOR ANY EX- 3 BR, 2 Bath - 763 Lola Rd 32745900

other Kentucky newspapers
including The Paducah Sun,
Kentucky New Era (Hopkins-
ville), The Sturgis News, The
(Princeton) Times Leader, The
(Providence)  Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County Advo-
cate, The Henderson Gleaner,
The Livingston Ledger and The
(Madisonville) Messenger and
for only $250. Save time and
money by making one call for

LESS AND EXCEPT, that cer-
tain small lot or parcel of land
conveyed to Mervin G. Hamil-
ton and his wife, Lillian Hami-
ton, by James D. Carnahan,
by Deed dated May 13, 1959,
of record in Deed Book 90, at
Page 273, lying and being on
the West side of South Yandell
Street in the Town of Marion,
Crittenden County, Kentucky
adjoining the North end of lot

Pursuant to a Judgment and
Order of Sale and to satisfy the
judgment of the Plaintiff in the
above styled action, the Com-
missioner will offer for sale
on or about the hour of 10:00
a.m., Tuesday September 22,
2026, at public auction to the
highest bidder at the Critten-
den County Office Complex
at 200 Industrial Drive (the
Crittenden County Courthouse

ISTING EASEMENTS

Terms: The following terms
are in effect unless otherwise
mentioned above:

At the time of sale, the suc-
cessful bidder shall either pay
full cash or make a deposit
of ten percent (10%) of the
purchase price with the bal-
ance on credit for thirty (30)
days. If the purchase price is

3 BR, 1 Bath - 599 Levias Rd - $249,000

4 BR, 2 Bath - 331 Lily Dale Rd - $244,000

3 BR, 3 Bath - 121 E Cruce Ln - $289,900

3 BR, 1 Bath - 104 Eagle Eye Ln - $144,900

5 BR, 3 Bath on 8 AC
4025 Aunt Jane Tabernacle Rd - $319,000

3 Bed, 2 Bath- 763 Lola Rd, Salem Ky

Bt o o con. TN OV Serdres, o i cn) e $224,900

ifi . Marion, Kentucky, the follow- piambing
tact the classified department ) Y

P and running back 77 feet and - * septic tanks

at (270) 965-3191 or email US e oribed as follows: ing described property: sep S -‘H E _
at advertising@the-press.com. BEGINNING at a 'stake on PROPERTY ADDRESSZ » dirt work |
I I noti the West side of South Yan- peitﬁék\;vﬁg%%ftreet, verion &@ hghiglol il lon omgiary B et 00
egal nouce dell Street, comer to lot now PARCEL NO.: 058-20-42- ‘ 270-994-3143 5 AC Zion Cemetery Rd $29,000
Notice is hereby given that on gw_ned tbhy Seﬁozﬂ paTles, and 560 u
September 2, 2026 Carla Bur-  0€ing the Northéast comer  qiryate |\ CRITTENDEN 6 AC 826 Lonestar Rd $69,000
ton of 280 Sycamore Loop, ©f said lot and the Southeast COUNTY, KENTUCKY, TO- FIREWOOD $69,
Campbellsville, KY 42718 was E?mgr O(fj t?}? lot c.onveyeci by WIT ACERTAIN
appointed executrix of Fran- WIS Deeq, thence inawesiemn i~ o AND LOT IN THE
cis Lou Crockett, deceased, ghrectlon with second.partles TOWN OF MARION, CRIT- SI.ABS FOR SAI.E HOM Es I E AD
whose address was 308 line 77 feetto a stake in John  1e\pEN COUNTY, 53 PER BUNDLE
Shady Grove Rd., Marion, Ky  H. Willams line; thence North e irycky, BOUNDED AND
R B A UCTION REALTY #-
70, Princeton, KY 42445, at- [ feet 10 @ stake, an agreed - geGINNING AT A STAKE AT HICKORY
torney. comer 10 1irst parties and In - e goUTHWEST CORNER $ CALL US ANYTIME
All persons having claims ~Said Wiliams line;thenceinan ) 47 20 BUNDLE (270) 965_9999
against said estate are hereby Eastern c.ilrectlo.n parallel with HEREBY CONVEYED AND
notified to present the same fltrstkmenttlﬁned "?9.37 f‘f?‘g totﬁ AT THE NORTHWEST COR- | 7904 FORDS FERRY RD., Principal Broker: DARRIN TABOR
properly proven as required by ~ Stake onthe westside of South  \ER OF THE MARION, KY :
law to the executrix before the ~ Yandell Street, another agreed ’ Wanshomesteadatctioniealty.com

2nd day of March, 2027 and
all claims not so proven and
presented by that date shall be
forever barred.

All persons indebted to the es-
tate of the above-named dece-
dent, will please call and settle
said debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-37-c)

COM'\IQE)N.\FYJEC%JH OF 245, g}gagﬁ(;ﬁl; C(r)it];tfenden WHEREAS, said Chapter establishes regulations for the keeping and management of animals within the city
ounty Court Clerk’s Office. i ; folati .
CR”TE(N;BILEJ’; _l(:‘,IRCUIT ALL REFERENCES HERE- limits, and provides a penalty for the violation thereof; and
CASE NO. 25-CI-00077 QOJSTYT%%U%BFIEEEF?E’Q WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to amend said Chapter to provide for the enforcement of the regulations
FARMERS BANK & TRUST  oFFICE. contained therein by the Caldwell County Sheriff’s Department.
COMPANY
PLAINTIFF J;Igp%%%_%RIPTIé:)ONIN?/I:E$EE NOW, THEREFORE, be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Fredonia, Kentucky as follows:

V.
AARON WILLIAM BLAINE,

etat. THE PLAINTIFF AND THE Ordinance 09-15-2025-01, shall be amended to read as follows:
UNKNOWN TENANTS/OC- DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT
CUPANTS CERTIFY THE ACCURACY CITY OF FREDONIA
OF 402 WEST DEPOT OF THE SAME NOR ANY EX- Animals Within City Limits
STREET, ISTING EASEMENTS
MARIOSEEE“EXS?E 42064 Terms: The following terms GENERAL PROVISIONS
are in effect unless otherwise
NOTICE OF SALE mentioned above: 1. Definitions
PursuanttoaJudgmentand At the time of sale, the suc- 2. Barking, etc.
Order of Sale and to satisfy the  cegsfy| bidder shall either pay 3 Animals at laree: Prohibited
judgment of the Plaintiff in the | cash or make a deposit : als at farge, Fronibrie
above styled action, the Com- o ten percent (10%) of the 4. Act constituting violation: Ignorance no defense
missioner will offer for sale purchase price with the bal- 5. Rabies vaccination required
on or about the hour of 10:10  nce on credit for thitty (30) 6. Seizure of strays
am., Tuesday September 22, javs If the purchase price is 7. Boarding fees
2026, at public auction to the ot paid in full, the successful 8. Penalty
highest bidder at the Critten-  pyqqer shall execute a bond at 9' Enf ¢
den County Office Complex  he time of sale with sufficient - [Enforcement]
at 200 Industrial Drive (the surety to secure the unpaid
Crittenden County Courthouse  pajance of the purchase price. ENFORCEMENT
K’Ae;?gn %edn?r ckco?r?ctamfglllcc):n)’ The bond shall bear interest at
ion, ucky, w- . . .
ing described pro);;erty: tsgﬁeritﬁti?f gi‘z" f[ﬁﬁéh:vgﬁﬁhoé a. The regulations contained herein may be enforced by the Caldwell County
PROPERTY ADDRESS: successfl?l bicider is one of the Sheriff’s Department or by any other sworn law enforcement officer with juris-
402 West Depot Street, Mari-  parties they shall be allowed diction.
oni’ﬁeR%Lleclfy’NArSQG%SS 00.02. 2 credit against the purchase
- POREeT price of their pro rata interest II.  The remaining provisions of the Chapter shall remain in full force and effect.

015.00

Acertain lot or parcel of land on
West Depot Street in Marion,
Crittenden County, Kentucky,
and is bounded as follows: viz
BEGINNING on West Depot

corner to first parties; thence
in a South direction with West
line of said street 7 feet to the
point of beginning.

SOURCE OF TITLE: This
being the same property con-
veyed to Aaron Blaine, and his
wife, Victoria Ann Blaine, by
Misty L. Hicks, a single person,
by Deed dated June 7, 2022
and recorded in Deed Book

HEREIN WAS PROVIDED
TO THE DRAFTSMAN BY

and pay over to the Master
Commissioner the balance
and any costs of sale appor-
tioned to their interest in the
property. The purchaser shall
be responsible for ad valorem

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ‘ANIMALS WITHIN CITY LIMITS’ CHAPTER OF THE CITY’S CODE
OF ORDINANCES TO ALLOW FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF SUCH BY THE

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Fredonia (hereinafter “Council”) passed Ordinance 09-15-2025-01
to establish the ‘Animals Within City Limits’ Chapter (hereinafter “Chapter”) of the City’s Code of Ordinances;

and

L The ‘Animals Within City Limits’ Chapter of the City’s Code of Ordinances, enacted pursuant to

CALDWELL COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

I1I.

So passed on second reading this 17th day of August 2026.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication.

So passed on first reading this 20th day of July 2026.

Use QR Code

to Search Kentucky
Public Notices or
go to
Kypublicnotice.com

Jimmy Don Seibert
Mayor of Fredonia, Ky

ATTEST:
Rachael Vickery
City Clerk of Fredonia, Ky
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SOCCER

State’s top scorer Berry is injured

The Lady Rockets took the Bravettes of Union
County to the woodshed on Tuesday at City-County
Park, scoring eight goals in a shutout victory, but
leading scorer Adri Berry was injured in the match
and will miss about another week of play due the
mishap. Kylie Bloodworth had three goals and three
assists, and Berry had four goals and one assist.
Ruby Peek also found the back of the net. Jade
Hughes had an assist. Macibelle Hardesty had two
saves in the contest.

As of late last week, Berry was the top scorer in
the state and Bloodworth was No. 2 in assists.

The Lady Rockets lost 2-1 at Lyon County last
Thursday. CCHS had defeat their district foe in the
teams’ first meeting earlier this season. Bloodworth
had the lone Rocket goal, and Aliza Maraman had
an assist. Hardesty had seven saves. The girls
moved to 4-2-2 on the season.

MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Young Rockets beat Madisonville squad

Crittenden County Middle School improved to 3-2
on the season Thursday with a 28-0 shutout of
Madisonville’s Browning Springs. Quarterback Brady
Polk and running back Kevin Little each scored rush-
ing touchdowns for the Rockets. Polk also threw two
touchdown passes, connecting with Noah Moss and
Bode Merrill. Little turned in a strong all-around per-
formance, making an impact on defense and special
teams in addition to his rushing touchdown. The
Rocket defense kept Browning Springs off the score-
board and forced multiple turnovers. Conley Palmer
and Gabe Belt each had an interception. Crittenden
has won three of its last four games, including
shutout victories over South Hopkins and Browning
Springs.

VOLLEYBALL
Lady Rockets host Lyon in All A

The Lady Rockets will host Lyon County Friday in
the opening round of the All A Classic Second Re-
gion Volleyball Tournament. The final rounds of the
tournament will be hosted by University Heights.
CCHS played Lyon Tuesday in a regular-season dis-
trict match, but results were not available at press
time. The Lyons are first-year team in the district.

Crittenden’s dominance of the Fifth District contin-
ued last week at Smithland with a five-set victory 8-
25, 25-16, 22-25, 25-20, and 15-9. Macandliss
Chittenden and Braelyn Merrill each had nine kills in
the contest, and Grayson Travis had seven. Ava
Tabor had a big night on defense with 18 digs
against the Cardinals. Chittenden, Travis, Merrill
and Maeson Martin also combined for seven blocks.

The Lady Rockets travelled to Todd County on
Thursday, dropping the contest in three sets 23-25,
13-25, 19-25. Merrill led with six kills in the contest
against the Lady Rebels, scoring one-third of the
team’s total. Tabor put up a valiant defensive effort,
scoring 21 digs on the night. Emery Pollard had
eleven. Martin’s four blocks contributed to the de-
fense as well. CCHS began play this week with a 7-6
record.

CROSS COUNTRY
Boys run 4th in hot Paducah race

The Rockets raced in the McCracken County Invi-
tational Saturday. The boys’ team finished fourth in
the meet, despite the team facing several challenges
aside from the heat, including a runner having to
drop from the race. CJ Nelson was the top Rocket
runner, placing eighth. Noah Martinez was 11th.

Two Lady Rockets ran in the event, Addie Nelson
and London McCord. Nelson was the top finisher
Crittenden. Complete results were not available.

GOLF
Livingston hands CCHS home loss

Crittenden County’s boys’ and girls’ golf teams
suffered narrow losses to Livingston Central on
Tuesday, Sept. 1, at Marion Country Club. The Rock-
ets lost by three strokes. Livingston’s Clay Calender
earned medalist honors in a playoff. He tied with
Crittenden’s Mitchell Brown with a 43, followed by
Bentley Rushing at 46, Hudson at 49, Cameron Nes-
bitt at 50, Cash Singleton at 45, Levi Quertermous at
55, Cutler Hunt at 61 and Dawson Johnson at 62.
Carter Tyner shot 43 for CCHS, but was not in the
designated varsity lineup. Crittenden’s match record
fell to 5-4 on the season. The Lady Rockets lost 116-
118. Crittenden’s Abby Korzenborn was medalist
with a 49, while Katelynn Scott shot 69.

Crittenden Sports Schedule

Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

10 Soccer vs Caldwell County

10 Volleyball vs Christian County

11 Football at Union City, Tenn.

12 Cross country at Owensboro Invitational
14 Volleyball vs Ballard County

15 CCMS football vs Henderson South

15 Soccer at Trigg County

15 Volleyball vs University Heights

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons

Here are some of the most common hunting opportuni-
ties currently in season:

Squirrel Aug 15 - Nov 13
Dove Sept 1 - Oct 26
Canada Goose West Zone Sept 1-15
Deer Archery Sept5-Jan 18
Turkey Archery Sept5-Jan 18
Deer Crosshow Sept 19 - Jan 18

Rockets break through with first victory

STAFF REPORT

A little offensive improvi-
sation and a whole lot of
Webster County generosity
opened the gate for Crit-
tenden County’s first vic-
tory of the season Friday
night.

The Rockets capitalized
on turnovers and out-
standing field position to
blank the Trojans 49-0,
snapping a two-game skid
and triggering a running
clock in the third quarter.

Crittenden scored on all
seven of its eight varsity
possessions that began in
Webster territory. Four
first-half scoring drives
started on the Trojans’ side
of midfield, including two
inside the red zone, as the
Rockets built a 28-0 half-
time lead.

Hayden Hughes and
Camden Nash recovered
first-half fumbles, and
Webster’s most promising
drive ended with another
turnover at the Crittenden
8-yard line. Nash gathered
in another fumble in the
second half and Caden
Blazina got one, too.

Quarterback Conner
Poindexter directed an of-
fense that traded its famil-
iar spread formations for a
more ground-oriented,
power approach in the first
half. The junior completed
8-0f-9 passes for 60 yards
and two touchdowns while
rushing eight times for 107
yards and two more
scores.

Poindexter broke loose
for touchdown runs of 26
and 35 yards and threw
scoring passes of five yards

i e N

Crittende Count iddle School’s fall

All-purpose back Hayden Hu

ALt |

ghes looks for a pI

e

gl

ce to run

during Friday’s win at Webster County.

to Hughes and 10 yards to
Noah Byford.

Eli Lovell scored twice on
short runs and caught
three passes for a team-
high 30 yards. Blazina
capped the scoring with a
10-yard touchdown run in
the fourth quarter.

Kicker Mitchell Brown
was perfect on seven extra-
point attempts.

Crittenden rushed for
179 yards and finished
with 239 yards of offense
despite running only 39
plays. The Rocket defense
limited Webster’s ground-
oriented Wing-T and sin-
gle-wing attack to 60 yards
and five first downs. The
Trojans did not attempt a
pass.

“It feels good to get on
the winning side of things.
That was kind of the story
from tonight,” sixth-year
head coach Gaige Court-

ney said.

“We took care of busi-
ness. There were some
times early that I thought
we had come out slow, but
the second half we came
out and played, especially
the younger guys.”

The victory was just
what Crittenden needed
after coming within one
play of winning each of its
first two games. The Rock-
ets improved to 1-2 while
Webster fell to 0-3 after
previously losing 56-14 to
Calloway County and 63-0
to Muhlenberg County.

Crittenden makes a long
road trip next week to face
Union City, Tenn.

SCORE BY QUARTERS

Crittenden County 14 14 14 7
Webster County 0 0 0O
SCORING PLAYS

C-Eli Lovell 2 run (Mitchell Brown
kick) 7:16, 1st

C-Conner Poindexter 26 run ((Brown

softbll team includes (from left) coach Chad Nelson, EIizbethGreenweII, Cae—

kick) 3:16, 1st

C-Hayden Hughes 5 pass from
Poindexter (Brown kick) 4:00, 2nd
C-Lovell 1 run (Brown kick) 3:23, 2nd
C-Noah Byford 10 pass from
Poindexter (Brown kick) 10:27, 3rd
C-Poindexter 35 run (Brown kick)
5:18, 3rd

C-Caden Blazina 10 run (Brown kick)
4:19, 4th

TEAM TOTALS

First Downs: CCHS 7, WCHS 5
Penalties: CCHS 8-65, WCHS 6-65
Rushing: CCHS 30-179, WCHS 32-
60

Passing: CCHS 8-9-0, 60; WCHS
none

Total Yards: WCHS 239, WCHS 60
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 2-0, WCHS 4-0
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing

CCHS: Poindexter 8-107, Joel Bum-
pus 6-24, Byford 1-1, Lovell 5-26,
Blazina 4-11, Troy Daniel 3-12, Hay-
den Hughes 1-(-1), Alex Hewitt 1-(-1).
WCHS: Christopher Newman 8-32,
Wes Alexander 2-14, Aydin Clay-
brooke 5-12.

Passing

CCHS: Poindexter 8-9-0, 60. WCHS
none.

Receiving

CCHS: Lovell 3-30, Byford 2-15,
Davis Perryman 2-10, Hughes 1-5.
Defense

Byford 4 solos, assist; Murray solo,
TFL, caused fumble; Nolan solo; Per-
ryman 2 solos, roach; J.Rich 2 as-
sists; Blazina solo, assist, caused
fumble, fumble recovery; Curnel 3
solos, 2 assists, TFL, roach; Lovell 3
solos. TFL; Nash 3 solos, 2 assists, 3
TFLs, 2 fumble recoveries; A.Rich 2
solos, 4 assists, TFL, roach; Bumpus
5 solos, assist, TFL; Burns solo,
roach; Hughes 3 solos, 3 assists,
TFL; Farmer solo.

Players of the Game: Offense Con-
ner Poindexter; Defense Camden
Nash; Special Teams Mitchell Brown;
Lineman Jake Rich.

Records: CCHS 1-2, WCHS 0-3..

lynn Maddux, London McCord, Braelyn Brown, Aly Williams, Mattie Moss, Addie McMackin, Emma Shea Holland, Chloe
Cates, Addie Nelson, Hadlee Henager, Blaklee Gardner, Danielle Farmer, Kora Penn, Callie Hildebrand, Aubry Odom,
Aria Kinnis, Kaylynn Little, Cadie Buchanan, Mela Penn and coach Stephanie Galusha.

CCMS 4-7 in fall fast-pitch season

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County Middle School
defeated host Lyon County 11-6 last
its
record to 4-7. The Lady Rockets col-
lected 12 hits, led by London McCord
with three. Mattie Moss homered and
drove in two runs, while Mela Penn

Thursday, improving

TR 5 UNTY LADY REBELS &
‘_H 7 JNaz
' g
LA )
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PHOTOS BY GREG PERRYMAN

added two hits and two RBIs. Blaklee
Gardner pitched all four innings, al-
lowing six hits and four earned runs
while striking out four.

Crittenden County Middle School’s
girls have had several hot bats
through the first 11 games of the
season. Aria Kinnis leads the team

CCMS baseball tryouts this month

STAFF REPORT

, Crittenden County Middle
School baseball tryouts for stu-
dents in grades six through
eight will be held Sept. 20-21 at
Gordon Guess Field.

season

with a .577 batting average. Aubry
Odom is close behind at .526, while
Addie Nelson is hitting an even .500.
Blaklee Gardner and Mela Penn are
both hitting over .400. Gardner and
Odom have handled the team’s
pitching chores so far this season.

Tryouts will be from 2-4 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 20, and 5-7 p.m.
Monday,

Sept. 21. Players

should bring cleats, a bat and
glove and must have an updated
sports physical.

Ly
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LADY REBELS T

EST. 202!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26™
— 11:00 AM - 4.00 PM ——

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER TO COME ENJOY
OUR OPENING DAY FESTIVITIES!

= FUN FOR ALL AGES! =

LAUNCH PAD

ATHLETIC TRAINING FACILITY
5

EVENTS ALL DAY!

(at top) sends the ball over the net between de-
fenders. At directly above McCandless Chitten-
den makes a play at the net.

223 STURGIS ROAD
MARION, KY 42064

FASTEST PITCH © Lo BALL
LONG DRIVE HOME RUN
- THROWN
COMPETITION = COMPETITION CONTEST
I (GOLF SIMULATOR) (AGE GROUPS) (AGE GROUPS]
BASEBALL & SOFTBALL BASEBALL & SOFTBALL
HEAVIEST BENCH, PUSH-UP &
H SQUAT & DEADLIFT SIT-UP PLENTY OF
COMPETITIONS COMPETITIONS GIVEAWAYS &
(ADULTS) (YOUTH) PRIZES ALL DAY!

[ * FOOD & COFFEE TRUCKS ON SITE! » -

" Grab wbits. * Sip swws offes. * Enjoy the day!

00g IMETALLOWR Come check out sur facility and
BASEBALL & see everylhing LaunchFad
‘.‘ SOFTBALL INSTRUCTORS! has Ur offer!
—————————

| Q 270-704-2836 | (5 wkviaunchpap.com
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Continued from page 1
sions with state officials
included potential collab-
oration and the environ-
mental effects of renewed
fluorspar mining.

Lee, who was born in
Taiwan, emphasized that
CleanTech is not affili-
ated with China.

“America first,” Lee
said of the company’s
focus.

Lee graduated with
honors from Rice Univer-
sity, earning bachelor’s
degrees in economics
and engineering. He di-
vides his time among
CleanTech projects in the
United States and
abroad and visits Tai-
wan, where his mother
lives.

CleanTech is head-
quartered in Vancouver,
Canada, and is listed on
a Canadian stock ex-
change. Lee said the
company also has head-
quarters in Nevada.

Lee said worldwide de-
mand for fluorspar is
strong. The mineral is
used in steel production,

the project is advancing
quickly, by mining stan-
dards.

Lee said CleanTech in-
tends to operate trans-
parently and responsibly
throughout the project.

“We want to leave the
place better than it was
when we came,” he said.

He said his guiding
principles include the
rule of law, logic and re-
lationships. During his
March visit, Lee met with
property owners to dis-
cuss surface rights.
CleanTech holds mineral
rights to approximately
17,000 acres in the area.

As Lee and his team
traveled along the Ohio
River in  Livingston
County, they found fluo-
rite outcroppings along
the riverbank. The dis-
covery increased their
confidence in the proj-
ect’s potential.

Based on the com-
pany’s previous mining
experience in Nevada,
Lee believes CleanTech
can meet federal require-
ments and move effi-
ciently through the
regulatory process.

grade through a flotation
process. Lee said the
process is neither toxic
nor acid-based and
would not harm water re-
sources. He said state of-
ficials responded
positively to that infor-
mation.

Once production be-
gins, the operation is ex-
pected to employ
between 30 and 50
highly skilled workers.
Some would operate
mechanized mining
equipment, while others
would handle logistics
and related duties.

Lee said the company
intends to hire locally
and expects many of the
positions to pay six-fig-
ure salaries.

“You are not going to
see Chinese guys work-
ing,” Lee reiterated.

Lee compared the Liv-
ingston County country-
side to parts of Italy and
said the area’s hospitality
strengthened his com-
mitment to the project.

“I could really live here,
the hospitality is first
rate,” he said.

Lee said his positive

A
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To immerse yourself in the area’s rich mineral and mining heritage, vis
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Clement Mineral Museum next to historic Fohs Hall in Marion. The museum traces

the community’s deep connection to the fluorspar mining industry through exten-

refrigerants, insulating Historical drilling indi- experience caused him to
foams and lithium-ion cates an abundant “redouble his commit- Sive mineral collections, mining artifacts and historical exhibits.
batteries. Lee said it has fluorspar deposit at ment and promise” to

recently attracted inter-
est from industrialized
countries, including
Japan and South Korea,
as well as Qatar.

That demand is en-
couraging CleanTech to
continue the permitting
process and prepare for
possible construction at
the Livingston County

Campbell Crotser, but
Lee said additional
drilling will be conducted
before construction be-
gins.

He said CleanTech
wants to approach the
project “like a surgeon”
by minimizing unneces-
sary work and disrup-
tion.

make the Livingston
County fluorspar project
successful.

A CleanTech delegation
that included Lee re-
turned to the Campbell
Crotser property in Au-
gust as planning intensi-
fied.

“Activity is picking up,”
Lee said of the latest

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to KRS 132.027, the City of Marion will hold a public hearing, Thursday, September
17th, 2026, at 4:45 PM CT/5:45 PM ET, City Hall, 217 South Main Street, Marion, Kentucky, to
hear comments from the public regarding proposed 2026 Tax Rates on Real Property.

As required by state law, this notice includes the following information:

1. Prior Year Tax Rate and Revenue

Tax Rate Per
5100 Assessed
Valuation

site. Construction could Information from ap- visit. Produced from Real Property 0.2290 $249,234
begin within the next proximately 740 histori- The delegation worked
if th _cal drill holes will be on the project’s configu- 2. Tax Rate Proposed for Current Year
yegr L € necessary per : proj . g And Expected Revenue from Real Property 0.2270 $257,433
mits are approved. used as the company an- ration, considered where
He hopes. production alyzps the deposit and various mining opera- 3. Compensating Tax Rate and Expected
can begin in 2028 or designs the proposed op- tions could be located R p Real P : 0.2198 249 268
2029. Although that eration. and continued discus- evenue from Real Froperty $249.268
timeline ma appear CleanTech also plans sions with surface-rights
lengthy locall}}lf, Lefrs).aid to upgrade the mined owners. 4. Revenue Expected from New Property 0.2270 -0-
material to commercial
5. Prior Year Tax Rate and Revenue
KY Geological Survey in area to collect tailings et R rore o o
g y g 6. Tax Rate Proposed for Current Year
Kentucky Geological Survey was in will be added to the United States Geo- and Revenue Produced from Personal Property 0.2900 $36,696
Crittenden and Livingston County last logical Survey’s national mine waste in-
week as part of their EarthMRI Mine ventory. “Every sample helps improve 7. Compensating Tax Rate and Expected
Waste Characterization Project. our understanding of historic mine Revenue from Personal Property 0.2857 $36,156

waste and facilitates informed remedi-
ation planning and future mineral re-
covery efforts,” said survey geologists.
Kentucky Geological Survey is work-
ing in partnership with University of
Kentucky Mining Engineering.

According to survey geologists, “re-
searchers are collecting soil and water
samples from old mine tailings ponds
in the Western Kentucky Fluorspar
District.”

Samples will undergo analysis and

: (RELIABLE

SECURITY SOLUTIONS
PEACE OF MIND, 24/7

Revenues in excess of the revenue produced in the preceding year will be spent in the
general areas of City Government.

THE KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS REQUIRED PUBLICATION OF THIS
ADVERTISEMENT AND THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN.
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STARLINK

PROCESS

We offer free estimates, with
certified technicians visiting your
sight to walk you through all the
customized options. You'll then
receive a quote in a timely manner.
Once approved, our skilled team
will handle then installation and
activation of your system. After
install our team is here to support
your system and make sure

that it performs to the best of its
capability.

PROVIDE

At Reliable Security Solutions,
we provide confidence and
peace of mind. Our systems
are backed by 24/7
professional monitoring by
Alarm.com, ensuring your
home or business is always
protected. You'll have real-time
access and control from your
smartphone, regardless of
location. With Reliable, you're
never alone — because
protection should never

clock out.

PROTECTION WHEN

Expect the unexpected. From break-ins to blackouts,
Reliable Security Solutions keeps you covered
when life takes a turn.

We a Reliable Security System Really Counts:
Against Intruders
After-Hours at Businesses
While on Vacation
Package & Visitor Monitoring
Power Outages

COMPONENTS

CONTROL PANEL

Reliable Security Solutions is here to help you

@ ALARM.COMWMV stay protected no matter the situation.

DOORBELL

and inve C _VUUF :

QOur team lives and wo
same communities we

which means faster r

times, familiar faces and
solutions tailored specifically
for you.

SECURITY SERVICES

KY 270.443.9121
TN 931.999.5920

Local + Licensed + Insured

1508 luka Rd.,
Grand Rivers, KY

committed to quality

ongoing maintenanc

personalized service —helping you
stay with confidence, no matter the
sitiiatinn

CONTACT US (\, 270.443.9121

Unlink national providers,
you’re not call a 1-800
number - you’re calling a
neighbor.

&) www.rccav.com
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Local 4-Hers enloyed a blg time at the Kentucky State Fair and brought home plenty of awards. Pictured
are some of the participants from Crittenden County. They are (front from left) Annalese Maraman and
Layton Herrin, (middle) Presley Herrin, Phillip Barnes, Koltyn Woodall, Bradie Hackney, Ellie Binkley,

()//'5”;( “die fer

London McCord, (back) Luke Binkley and Cabot Sutton.

4-H fair awards, more wrap up busy season

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County 4-H
members brought home sev-
eral top honors from the Ken-
tucky State Fair, capping a
busy summer for the local
youth development program.

Leslea Barnes, University of
Kentucky Extension agent for
4-H Youth Development, said
41 Crittenden County youths
entered about 140 exhibits in
Cloverville, the State Fair area
dedicated to 4-H projects.
Twelve local exhibits were
named class champions,
meaning they were judged best
in their respective classes.

Among the class champions
were Brandy Hackney in arts,
Marlee Sosh in cake, Gracie
Freeman in vegetables,
Grayson Pritchett in electricity
and Phillip Barnes in photog-
raphy. Russell Vince also
earned honors for both photog-
raphy and geology, while Sadie
Young and Emma Guess also
had winning photography ex-
hibits.

Crittenden County competi-
tors also performed well in the
State Fair’s country ham con-
test, which featured about
1,100 hams and an equal

RELIABLE GENERATORS & SERVICES
BACKED BY EXPERIENCE.

$4.1

Online

Crittenden County 4-H has
moved to online registration
for the new program year at
v2.4honline.com. Families of

returning members should

not create a new account.

Instead, call the Crittenden

County Extension office at
270-965-5236 to confirm the
email associated with an ex-

isting account.

number of 4-H members deliv-
ering speeches.

Freeman won first place with
her ham, while Brooklyn Lovell
placed second with hers. Vince
earned second place in the
speech competition.

Barnes joked that local 4-H
supporter Curt Buntin had of-
fered to donate Freeman’s ham
if someone would contribute
half of the $10 million paid for

T—E CLOVERVILLE ;Elr:‘ \ '

the State Fair’s grand cham-
pion ham.

They might even take 10%,
Barnes admitted with a laugh.

Local 4-H members also
earned recognition in other
statewide competitions this
summer. Those honors were
doled out during the recent
awards banquet and cere-
mony. Vince won first place
with his speech at the state
communications contest. His
sister, Charlotte Vince, re-
ceived a blue ribbon for her
first demonstration. The
Vinces are fourth-generation 4-
H members whose grand-
mother, Nancy Hunt, was a
longtime Extension agent.

London McCord was named
grand champion in the written
communications contest for
her public service announce-
ment.

Barnes said the county’s
shooting sports program has
experienced renewed growth
under volunteer leader A.J.
Wessel. Cooper Rich, Colt
Hayes and Miley Hayes are ex-
pected to compete in the state
shoot later this month.

Crittenden County currently
offers trap shooting through

SERVING ALL OF WESTERN KY & NORTH WESTERN TN

WHY CHOOSE

24/7 SERVICES LOCAL COMPANY

OVER 80 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE
OVER 1,000 GENERATORS INSTALLED
SERVICING ALL OF WESTERN KY &

NORTH WESTERN TN

LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED

IBRIGGS&STRATTON

WHY DEPEND ON THE

Monthly Service Plans

Annual Service Plans
24/7 Troubleshooting
Firmware Updates
Power Surge Protection

Certified Technicians

Certified Dealer

Certified Service

¢ Financing Available for

Approved Customers

WHOLE HOME

POWER GRID WHEN WE

OFFER

TOP 10 REASONS TO HAVE STANDBY POWER

Storm Preparation

Convenient Home-Base Power in a Power Qutage

Peace of Mind

No Remote Work Disruption
On-Going Refrigeration

No Frozen Pipes

No Long Lasting Equipment Damage

Medical Device Power
HVAC Support
Increased Home Value

13kw lo 150kW Generators Oﬁered to Meet All
the Needs You May Have.

Financing Available for
Approved Customers

Reliable Electric, LLC

1508 luka Rd., Grand Rivers, KY 42045

Master Electrician #103986
Licensed & Insured

Kentucky Farm Bureau and agent Brodi Sutton (middle) re-
ceived the Friend of Crittenden County 4-H for their support over
the past year. Pictured with Sutton are 4-H Agent Leslea Barnes
and 4-H Council President Willa Suggs.

the program. The range on KY
91 north of Marion is owned by
the Crittenden County Exten-
sion District Board. It is the
former Crittenden County Gun
Club. Barnes said an upcom-
ing shooting sports certifica-
tion course will provide
opportunities for volunteers in-
terested in helping the county
add other disciplines, includ-
ing rifle and archery.

Several additional activities
are planned in the coming
months. Local youths will
travel to Land Between the
Lakes for a forestry event Fri-
day, where they will learn tree
identification and how to deter-
mine the age of trees.

Registration remains open
for an aerospace day camp
Sept. 18 in at the Madisonville
Airport. The camp is open to
students in grades six through
12 and allows participants to
take the controls of an airplane
with a pilot alongside them.

Barnes said the program has
had a lasting influence on local
participants. Jansen Croft and
Paul Combs attended the camp
when they were younger and
later pursued aerospace ca-
reers.

RELIABLE
POWER

SOURCES

Registration is also under-
way for Camp Jekyll, an envi-
ronmental 4-H camp planned
for April at Jekyll Island, Ga.
Open to students currently in
grades 7 through 12, the
multi-county trip will include
beach ecology, ocean-netting
activities and exploration of the
island’s maritime forest.

The program took one char-
ter bus to Camp Jekyll three
years ago and plans to take
two buses this time. Barnes
said several previous partici-
pants have already registered
to return.

Both the aerospace camp
and Camp Jekyll have limited
space and registration is avail-
able on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Crittenden County 4-H is
also moving from paper enroll-
ment forms to online registra-
tion this year. Families
interested in joining should
watch the Crittenden County
Extension Service’s Facebook
page or call the Extension of-
fice to ensure the correct email
address is associated with
their account and receive reg-
istration instructions.
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The Most Scalable & Versatile Energy Storage

The new SimpliPHI Energy Storage System (ESS) is advanced,
safety-certified system, available for your home or business.
An energy storage system creates power resilience on or off
the grid. From your comfort and protection during a utility
outage to lowering your energy costs, configure your system
for true energy independence and peace of mind.

Cleaner Future with Solar Power

By har

sun, you can transfa

sing the abundant energy of the
'm the way you power

your home or business.

KY 270.928.4500 TN 931.999.5920

24-HOUR SERVICE & EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS
270.928.4500 OR 931.999.5920

Financing Available for
Approved Customers
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